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I.—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


SraTE or THE SKILLED Lasour MARKET. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette” :— ~ 

Taken as a whole the state of employment changed ‘very 
little during January, there being, if anything, a slight falling off. 
The best comparison, however, is with January 1896, since the 
Christmas holidays interfered with the labour market at the close 
of December. Compared with a year ago the most important. 
industries, including the coal, iron and steel, engineering and 
shipbuilding, and building trades, are better employed, the most 
notable exception being the textile trades. Almost all the 
changes of wages recorded during the month were in an upward 
direction. 

-In the 115 trade unions making returns, with an agg 
membership of 452,742, 14,842 (or 3°3 per cent.) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of January, compared with 3°2 per cent, 
in December, and with 4°5 per cent. in the 96 unions, with a 
membership of 401,410, from which returns were received for 
January 1896. 


Employment in various Industries.-—Coal Mining. — 
On the whole employment was better than a jyear ago, and, as_ 
compared with December, remains practically the same. The 
average number of days worked per week at pits employi 
406,977 — was 5°15, comp with 5°16 in December, 
4°94 in January 1896. Unemployed miners in trade unions in’ 
Northumberland and Durham amounted at the end of Jan 
to 14 cent. of the membership, as against 12 per cent, at 
the end of December, and 17 per cent. at the end of January 
1896. 
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Iron Mining—Employment still continues ve and is 
slightly then At 126 mines works, 
the 16,238 workpeople employed worked an average of 5°72 
days per week, as compared with 5°65 days in December and 
5°70 in January 1896. The number employed was higher by 
about 4°6 per cent. than a year ago. 

In the Pig Iron industry employment was still considerably 
better than a year ago. At the i January the ironmasters 
making returns had 349 furnaces in blast, compared with 335 in 
January 1896. The number of workpeople employed was 22,341, 
compared with 21,464 a year ago. Compared with the end of 
December, employment has also improved, the number of furnaces 
in blast having increased by 3, and the number of workpeople 
employed by 78. 

Employment at Steel Works at theend of January was much 
better than a year ago. At 129 works making returns, 36,678 
workpeople were employed, as compared with 33,788 at the end 
of January 1896, an increase of about 84 per cent. 

At Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills employment was 
about the same as a year ago, the number employed at 92 
works being 18,214 at the end of January, and 18,)33 in 
January 1896. 

In the Tinplate trade employment has further improved, the 
number of mills reported to be at work being 332, as compared. 
with 324 at the end of December. 

Employment in the Engineering and kifdred trades continues 
to improve, and is now brisk. The percentage of unemployed 
union members at the end of January was 1°9, compared with 
43 per cent. in January 1896. 

In the Shipbuilding trades a further improvement has taken 
place. The percentage of unemployed union members at the close 
of January was 74, compared with 91 per cent. in January of 
last year. 

At the end of January the Building trades were scarcely so 
busy as in the previous month, owing to the weather ; employment, 
however, was considerably better than a yearago. The percentage 
of unemployed in unions making returns for January was 2°4, 
compared with 3°7 in January 1896. "bate 

Employment in the Furnishing trades, after a busy season, has 
now fallen off to some extent, compared with the previous month. 
The percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
January was 5°l, compared with 5:4 per cent. in January of. 
last year. 


to seasonal causes, peg wey in the Printing and 


Bookbinding trades is not so good as last month, though better 
than a year ago.. The percentage of unemployed union members 
at the end of January was 4°5, compared with 5-4 in January 
1896. 

Employment in the Paper trade remains steady. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of January 
was 3°2, or the same percentage as in January 1896. 
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Employment in the Glass trade remains slack. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of January was 12:1 
compared with 10:1 per cent. in January of last year. 

In the Leather trades employment remains steady. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of January was 
only 2°7 compared with 5°4 per cent. in January 1896. 

Employment in the ready-made Boot and Shoe trade has 
— but is still slack. Im the bespoke trade it continues 

u 

Employment in the ready-made Z'ailoring trade shows some 
improvement. In the bespoke branch it remains dull. 

In the Spinning branch of the Cotton trade employment is 
moderate. In the Weaving branch it remains slack. 

Employment in the Woollen trade remains slack. Employment 
in the Worsted trade is very dull. 

Employment in the Hosiery trade is moderate. 

As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, 
information respecting 457 mills, employing about 73,000 women 
and girls, shows that 76 per cent. were in mills giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 75 per cent. 
among those for whom returns were received for December, and 
87 per cent. for January 1896, Y 


Trade Disputes.—Forty-eight fresh disputes occurred in 
January, involving 16,606 workpeople, as compared with 36, 
involving 6,316 workpeople, in December, and 50, involving about 
7,500 workpeople, in January 1896. 

Fourteen disputes took place in the metal, engineering, and 
shipbuilding trades, 11 in the textile trades, 6 in the building 
trades, 5 in the coal mining industry, 5 in the clothing trades, 
2 in dock labour, and 5 in other industries. Of the 58 new and 
old disputes (involving 17,921 persons) reported as settled, 24, 
involving 4,176 persons, were successful from the point of view 
of the workpeople ; 20, involving 2,210, were unsuccessful ; and 
8, involving 1,240 persons, resulted in a compromise; in 6 
disputes, involving 10,295 persons, the result was indefinite. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—During January changes 
in rates of wages, affecting about 25,000 workpeople, were 
report d, 23,800 receiving increases and 1,200 sustaining 
decrsases. The estimated effect of all the changes is an av 
increase of 44d. per week in the wages of the total number 
affected. The increases include 6,300 workpeople in _the 
engineering and shipbuilding industries, 6,000 ironstone miners, 
5,500 workpeople engaged in tinplate manufacture, nearly 2,000 
building trade operatives, and 1,800 limestone quarrymen. The 
only important decrease was one affecting 1,100 steel workers. 

hanges, affecting 1,760 workpeople, took place under sliding 
scales, wages boards, &c.; and changes, affecting about 750 
workpeople, were prea by strikes. The remainder, involving 
about 22,500 workpeople, were settled by negotiation or other- 
wise. 
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OrrictaL INQUIRIES UNDER THE BorLeR Expiosion Act. 


A formal investigation was held at Greenwich on the 15th 
January last, and judgment was given at No. 2, Paper Buildings, 
Temple, on the 16th of that month, into the circumstances attend- 
ing the explosion of a boiler at the Railway Wharf, Battersea, 
on the 16th October last. 

The boiler, one of the vertical type, was purchased new by the 
owner 10 or 12 years ago, as fit for a working pressure of 60 lbs. 
per square inch. In 1888 it was insured with an insurance com- 
pany, and it was thereafter periodically inspected by their 
inspectors. 

The boiler was fitted with an internal steam or anti-primin 
pipe, closed at the top, containing 54 holes, each about } inch 
in diameter, and through this pipe steam was conveyed to the 
safety-valve and to the regulator-valve, these mountings being 
combined, and at the side of the boiler. 

Upon two previous occasions the safety-valve had stuck fast 
in its seat, owing to dirt or scum, an increased pressure was 
observed, and it was taken out and cleaned. A few days before 
the explosion the valve was examined, and found to be free, and 
it then blew off at the pressure to which it was loaded, viz., 
40 lbs. per square inch, the pressure having been reduced partly 
owing to the safety-valve having stuck fast and partly because 
that pressure was sufficient for the work. 

On the morning of the explosion the engine driver lifted the 
lever of the safety-valve, but he did not remove the valve nor did 
he ascertain whether it was then free. 

After the boiler had been working a short time the attendant 
found that the regulator would not pass steam to the engine, and 
whilst he was endeavouring to ascertain the cause, the boiler 
exploded and five persons were injured. 

The Court found that the fire-box collapsed and ruptured from 
over-pressure, in consequence of the safety-valve being inoperative, 
that the owner had taken proper measures to ensure that the 
boiler was worked under safe conditions, and that at the time of 
the explosion it was in very fair condition, that on the morning 
of the explosion the engine driver should have satisfied himself 
that the safety-valve was free and in working order, but that 
as he had done so a few days before, they acquitted him of 
blame. 

The Court expressed their disapproval of the manner in which 
the anti-priming pipe, safety-valve, and regulator-valye were 
fitted, and they were of opinion that the safety-valve should 
aan been an independent mounting placed on the top of the 

er. 

No order was made as to costs. 

A formal investigation was held at Woking, on the 28th January 
last, into the circumstances attending the explosion of a boiler 
at a nursery at Woking on the 28th December last. 
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The boiler—one of the vertical type—was used for chaff 
cutting, and from 1884 to 1891 it was not periodically examined ~ 
_ by a competent person. In the latter year it was thoroughly 

examined and re-tubed, and it was worked without ical 
examination from that time until 1895, when it was required 
for pumping in addition to the chaff cutting. The requisite 
machinery was supplied by an engineer who was instructed to effect 
all necessary repairs, including an examination of the boiler. 
The engineer sent his leading fitter to effect certain repairs and 
to examine the boiler. He did so, and reported that it was in 
condition. 

The boiler was thereafter worked from time to time as required, 
and on the 28th December it exploded, the fire-box collapsing 
and rupturing. e 

The Court found that the explosion was due to over-pressure 
of steam, the fire-box plate having wasted principally on the 
fire side from § inch to } inch. The safety-valve of the boiler 
was loaded to blow-off at about 70 lbs., and the pressure shortly 
before the explosion was about 60 lbs. 

The Court commented upon the fact that this boiler had not 
been periodically examined by a competent person, and they 

‘pointed out the necessity for this course being followed. The 
owners of the boiler only obtained possession of the nursery in 
1895, and, having regard to the orders they then gave and to the 
information they received as to the condition of the boiler, the 
Court were not prepared to hold them to blame for working it 
for about 14 months without examination. 

The Court found that the boiler was not properly examined by 
the leading fitter in 1895, and that his neglect caused the 
explosion. 

olding the employer responsible for the neglect of hi 
Court the engineer to pay towards the 
costs and expenses of the investigation. 


SpanisH REGULATIONS AS TO THE MANIFESTING OF THE 
Private Possessions oF a Company. 


A despatch, dated 28th December last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majowy’s 
Ambassador at Madrid, enclosing a memorandum from Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Bilbao, as follows :— 

“ How to Manifest Private Possessions of the Ship’s Company 
in Transit. 

** Article 62 of the ‘Ordenanzas Generales de la Renta de 
Aduanas,’ which is the Spanish Customs Law, describes how the 
manifest must be drawn. Amongst many other provisions, it 
says the manifest number, class, marks, 
numbering, and gross weight o the packages on board, in- 
cluding the ‘ pacotillas’ and ‘ encargos’ of thecrew. ‘ Pacotilla’ 
means a private venture, and the Customs master says that it 
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includes small things bought abroad by the crew to be taken to 


“their homes. ‘Encargos’ means commissions, small things 


bought to oblige a friend. The same Article enumerates what 
may bé considered and manifested as ship’s stores; and Article 70 
says that if objects which do not come into this list are manifested 
as stores or provisions, they will be looked on as not manifested, 
and the corresponding penalty will be inflicted. The penalty is 
found in Article 304, which says, ‘for every package not mani- 
fested will be paid from twice to five times the duty leviable on 
the goods it contains.’ ” 
e right thing to do with regard to “pacotillas” and 

“ encargos ” in transit is to enter them on the manifest as goods — 
in transit, which has to be endorsed by the Spanish Consul at 
the last port. No consular fee is chargeable for the endorsement 
of the manifest for goods in transit beyond that which is in any 
case chargeable for the bill of health. 


GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS. 


India Office—The Secretary of State for India in Council is 
prepared to receive tenders from such persons as may be willing 
to supply Spans. 

The conditions of contract may be obtained on application to’ 
the Director-General of Stores, India Office, Whitehall, S,W., 
and tenders are to be delivered at that office by two o’clock p.m. 
on Tuesday, the 16th February 1897, after which time no tender 
will be received. 


TENDERS FOR Works At Oporto. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Acting Consul at Oporto, stating 
that a notice has been published by the Municipality, inviting 
tenders for the construction of drainage works for that city. 

Tenders must be addressed to the president of the Maunici- 

ity, Oporto, and must be sent in not later than the 31st of 

uly next. 
e text of the notice as well as an English translation may be 
seen at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. 


Tue New Quarantine Station at ToR ON THE SINar | 
PENINSULA. 
Tenders likely to be Invited. 


A communication, dated 21st January last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Sir C. Cookson, Her Majesty’s 
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Consul-General at Alexandria, transmitting a report submitted 
to the Quarantine Boatd by the Commission regarding the 
supply of water and other improvements at the quarantine station 
at Tor. 

The. Commission recommend, after suggesting economies or 
the original estimate amounting altogether to 7,750/,, that an 
engineer. be appointed by the Minister of Public Works to draw 
up an estimate inviting public competition (at a maximum price of 
35,2501.) for :— 

1. Three platforms and a railway. 

2. Six tent hospitals with offices and lodgings for employees, a 
laboratory, store room, postmortem room, dead house, a 
small slaughter house, and three disinfecting establishments 
with apparatus. 

3. Repairs to stores and pharmacies. 

4. Water closets. 

5. Distilling apparatus. 


TENDERS FOR Works 1n Eeyrpr. 

The following notice was published in the Egyptian “ Journal 
Officiel ” of 2nd January last :— 

“No tender made to the Public Works Ministry in the name 
of more than one person, or of a firm, will be accepted unless 
accompanied by a certified copy of the Act of Association. This 
Act must indicate clearly the name, nationality, and residence of | 
each partner in the society, the amount of capital contributed by 
him, together with his powers as regards encashments to be made, 
engagements to be signed, &c. 

“ As a guarantee of good faith, each tender must be accompanied 
by a declaration from a bank or Government Treasury to the 
effect that it holds a sum at the disposal of the Ministry of 
Public Works equal to 10 per cent. of the calculated total value 
of the contract at the rates tendered. ie 

“This guarantee will not be accepted in any other form but 
the above ; cash or bonds will be refused. 

* On a tender being accepted, a security deposit, either in cash 
or in Egyptian bonds calculated at 10 per cent. of the total value 
of the contract, must be paid into the Government Treasury 
within one week from the date of the acceptance of the tender. 
The guarantee declaration will then be returned. 

“No tender will be accepted which is received later than the 
hour fixed for the adjudication. 

“ The lowest tender will not of necessity be the one accepted, 
and all may be rejected if considered unacceptable.” 


IcELAND FIsHERIEs. 


The Board of Trade have. received, through the of 
State for Foreign Affairs, copy of a despatch from the British — 


a 

e 


136 BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. [Feb. 1897. 


Minister at Copenhagen, reporting that the King of Denmark 
has remitted the fines imposed in June last upon the steam 
trawlers “St. Lawrence,” “ Oregon,” and “ Niagara,” under the 
Icelandic Fishery Law of November 1894. 

It appears that the penalties were imposed upon these vessels 
solely for having entered the territorial waters of Iceland with 
their trawls on board, and were not based upon any charges of 
illegal fishing or other misconduct. 


YacuT1inG AND FIsHERIES EXHIBITION AT THE 
INsTITUTE. 

A notice has been received at the Board of Trade to the effect 
that a Yachting and Fisheries Exhibition, including coast illumina- 
tion and life-saving appliances, will be opened at the Imperial 
Institute on or about the 17th May 1897. 


INTERNATIONAL FisHERIES EXHIBITION AT BERGEN 
IN 1898, 


The Board of Trade have received notice that an exhibition 
will be held at Bergen in Norway in 1898, to consist of an 
International Fisheries Section and of national sections for 
industries, agriculture, and fine arts. 

The grounds of the Nygard Park (Nygardsparken) have been 
selected as the site of the exhibition, which will remain open 
from the 16th May to the 30th September. The area is about 
125,000 square metres. Foreign exhibitors must, if in their 
renee « a special committee has been formed, make application 
through it within the time fixed by the special committee, or, 
where no such has been formed, direct to the exhibition committee 
at Bergen, before the end of April 1897. Where such special 
committees have been formed, this must have been communicated 
to the general committee at Bergen before lst of April 1897. 
Communications as to the space a committee requires for the 
exhibits of a country must be made before 1st December 1897. 
At the same time a list of the exhibitors and the exhibits 
must be forwarded, together with such particulars as may be 
intended for publication in the official catalogue. The exhibits 
will be received from the 1st February to the 15th April 1898. 
Before the 1st February nothing will be received. If exhibits 
applied for do not arrive within the time fixed, the exbibitor 
must submit to the space intended for him being otherwise dis- 
posed of. The committee will endeavour, as far as possible, 
to obtain special terms for the conveyance of exhibits. The 
expenses of conveying goods from steamboat piers to the 
exhibition grounds, and vice versd, will be defrayed by the 
exhibition committee, provided the goods do not exceed the 
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weight of 500 kilogrammes. For contingently occurring 
in the conveyance, the committee decline all responsibility. 
Exemption from duty is granted in every instance where the 
oods are re-exported. All packages containing exhibits must 
inside as well as outside, be distinctly marked with the name 
and address of the exhibitor, and in addition to this, bear the 
special exhibition mark, which will be forwarded to the respective 
exhibitors. All iids must be screwed, not nailed. All packages 
must be accompanied by specified lists in triplicate of the 
contents, with a statement of the value, and for this purpose 
the forms supplied by the committee must be used only. The 
exhibits will b arranged under the. supervision of the Com- 
missioner, by whose decision the exhibitors will have to 
unconditionally abide. The empty cases will be stored free of 
charge during the exhibition, but without any responsibility to 
the committee. Exhibitors pay no charge for the space the 
committee place at their disposal for exhibits. Permission to 
sell exhibits may be obtained on application to the committee, and 
in accordance with the rules prescribed by them. On all sales 
made within the exhibition, a charge of 5 per cent. is payable to 
the latter. 
The following awards will be granted :—Diplomas of honour, 
medals, silver medals, bronze medals, and honourable mention. 
e objects exhibited must not be removed unless special per- 
mission has been obtained from the Commissioner. 


NAVIGATION aT Riga CLOSED. 


A communication, dated 1st February last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. A. Woodhouse, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Kiga, stating that the navigation of that port is con- 
sidered to be definitely closed for the remainder of the winter. An 
attempt has been made by the Libau ice-breaker, a powerful 
vessel belonging to the Government, to liberate the four steamers 
frozen in at Bolderaa, viz., the “ Erato,” of Hull, the “ Hidalgo,” 
of Hull, of and Vera,” of Riga, the 

iga Exchange Committee having engaged it for that purpose, 


Licences TO ComMEROIAL TRAVELLERS, &0. IN THE Conco 
STATE. 


A despatch, dated 10th February last, has been received at the 
Board of Trade from the Foreign Office, transmitting copy of the 
“« Bulletin Officiel ” of the Congo State, containing a decree dated 
November 21 last, approving an ordinance of the Governor- 
General of the Congo, which compels all commercial agents, 
commercial travellers, interpreters, and hawkers to pay a licence 
tax and to carry « certificate of identity. 
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Emparkco oN Export oF Foop GRAINS FROM PERSIA, 


. The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 

a paraphrase of a telegram from Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Tehran, stating that a general embargo has been im by the 
Persian Government on food grains exported from Persia. 
Fifty days’ grace is allowed to any persons holding stocks of 
grain or having contracts for the purchase of grain. 


InsPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following inspector of weights and measures has, during 
the month of January 1897, passed the examination provided for 
in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures Act, 1889. 


Adam, Robert - - Ayr (Burgh) 


AWARDS FOR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have awarded a binocular glass to 
. Lieutenant W. Maitland Dougall, the Divisional Officer of Coast 
Guard, Burntisland, and a bronze medal for gallantry in saving 
life at sea, together with the sum of 1/. to Thomas Herkes, a 
volunteer in the Dunbar Life Saving Apparatus Company, in 
recognition of their services at the wreck of the S.S. “ Poderosa,” 
of Sunderland, at Scoughall rocks on the 28th November last. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a silver medal to Lorenzo 
Ramirez, coxswain of the Captain of the Port’s boat at Gatico, 
Chili, in recognition of his services in rescuing from drowning a 
member of a boat’s crew belonging to the British barque 
« Alliance,” of Liverpool, at Gatico on the 15th July last. 

The Board of Trade have received through the Consul-General 
for Sweden and Norway a binocular glass for Mr. A. M. White, late 
master, and a second-class medal for Mr. William MacJerrow, late 
first mate of the S.S. “ Venus,” of West Hartlepool, which have 
been awarded to them by the Norwegian Government in recogni- 
tion of their services to the shipwrecked crew of the Norwegian 
barque “ Niord,” of Moss, in March 1892. 
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IL—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
KINGDOM.* 


The total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British Possessions for the month ended 
31st January last, was 39,975,668/. as compared with 38,473,8561. 
for January 1896, showing an increase of 1,501,812/, or 3°9 per 
cent. ; and the exports of British and Irish produce and manufac- 
tures for the same period amounted in value to 19,762,378/., as 
compared with 21,146,491/. for January 1896, a decrease of 
1,384,113. or 6°5 per cent. The value of the exports of foreign 
and colonial merchandise during the same periods was 4,177,825/. 
as compared with 4,806,3841., a decrease of 628,559/., or 13°1 per 
cent, 

With regard to the imports for January 1897, as compared 
with the same monthof 1896, raw materials for textile manu- 
factures show an increase of 2,765,210/.; manufactured articles, 
121,284/.; raw materials for sundry industries and manufactures, 
50,1392; and tobacco (dutiable), 36,3667. On the other hand 
decreases are found under articles of food and drink (duty free), 
707,7012.; chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning substances, 243,525), ; 
oils, 220,787/.; metals, 103,4312; animals, living (for food), 
80,7461.; articles of food and drink (dutiable), 76,0731. ; miscel- 
laneous articles, 36,533/. ; and parcel post, 2,391. 

In the category of articles of food and drink (duty free), there 
is an increase in the imports of wheat, wheat flour and meal, 
barley. and oats, amounting in the aggregate to the value of 
762,0662 (wheatmeal and flour, show a decreased import. as 
regards quantity, of 306,470 cwts., but an increased value of 
28,2761.) Slight increases are noticeable in the imports of cheese 
and eggs, condensed milk and spices, but against these must be 
set large decreases in the value of the imports of sugar, refined 
and unrefined, amounting to 599,630/.; lard, 254,616/.; mutton, 
fresh, 161,6751. ; beef, salted and fresh, 57,8071. ; and fruit, raw, 
85,7491. 

There was a decrease in the value of the imports of copper 
regulus of 115,6812; of indigo, 125,257/; and of petroleum, 
104,620/. 

The largest increase of the month is found under cotton, raw, 
the value of the imports of which was 1,410,152/. more than in 
January 1896. Increases are also seen in the imports of sheep 
and lambs wool, 747,746/.; jute, 467,1252; flax and hemp, 
155,4901. ; and silk, raw, 59,3341 In the category of manu- 
factured articles, iron manufactures show a net increase in value 
of 151,039. ; silk broad stuffs, 59,6317. ; and cotton manufactures’ 


* See also p. 240, 
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of all kinds, 55,542/.; on the other hand, silk manufactures other 
than broad stuffs have declined 55,893/.; leather gloves, 59,626/., 
and woollen yarns for weaving, 48,465/. 

Taking the exports of British and Irish produce and manu- 
factures for January 1897, as compared with the corresponding 
month of 1896, there is an increase of 141,363/. in the value of 
machinery and millwork, and slight increases of 50,4172 and 
18,0187. in the exports by parcel port and of animals, living, 
respectively. A decline, however, is seen in the values of all the 
ather categories of goods exported. Yarns and textile fabrics 


have declined 1,014,1052.; raw materials, 119,278/ ; articles of 


food and drink, 62,820/.; apparel and articles of personal use, 
43,6881.; chemicals and chemical and medicinal preparations, 
33,9471. ; metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except 
machinery), 23,765/.; and all other articles, either manufactured 
or partly manufactured, 296,308/. 
he exports of linen piece-goods show a decrease in value of 
142,5871; woollen and worsted yarn, 134,213/.; woollen tissues, 
147,9741 ; and worsted tissues, 284,603/. 
With regard to the value of merchandise imported from and 
exported to each foreign country and British Possession during 
the year ending 3lst December 1896, as compared with the two 
receding years, it appears that, taking first the import trade with 
uropean countries, the greatest increase is found to have been 
with France, the imports from which, valued at 47,470,583/. in 
1895, rose to 49,973,850/. in 1896, an increase of 2,503,267/. 
Belgium comes next with 17,545,169/. in 1895 and 19,255,420/. 
in 1896, an increase of 1,710,251/. The imports from Roumania 
have improved to the extent of 1,085,462/, that is from 2,118,505/. 
in 1895 to 3,203,967/. in 1896, and the imports from Germany 
for the same two years show a slight improvement of 574,545/,, 
viz., from 26,992,559/. in 1895 to 27,567,1042 in 1896. The 
imports from Bulgaria, which were valued at 126,102 in 1894 
mi fell to 21,2832 in 1895, rose to 368,737/. in 1896. On 
the other hand there is a notable decline in the value of imports 
from Russia, which in 1895 amounted to 24,736,919/, in 1896 
reached only 22,641,586/, a decrease of 2,095,333. All other 
European countries show increases, with the éxception of 
European Turkey and Greece. ‘Oe 
The import trade of the United Kingdom with the African 
Continent has on the whole declined. There is an increase of 
178,5711. as regards Lagos ; 110,697/. as regards Tripoli; 108,01 12, 
as regards Egypt; and 63,5521. as regards the Portuguese 
Possessions of ya Africa. The imports from Natal, Gambia, 
and Sierra Leone have also slightly increased in value, but im- 
ports from all other parts of Africa have declined in value, 
notably with the West Coast, Cape Colony, and Madagascar. 
- With regard to imports from Asiatic countries in 1896 as 
compared with 1895, the trade with British India has declined in 
value 1,250,5581., and with’ China (exclusive of Hong 
there is a decrease of 360,961, Against these may be set slight 


F 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Feb. 1897.] FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 141 


increases in the imports from Hong Kong and Japan, but trade 
with Siam, the Spanish and Dutch East Indies, and Persia, has 
deciined. 

There is a decrease in the value of the imports from Australasia 
for 1896 of 3,926,300/. as compared with 1895. On the other 
hand the imports from the Dominion of Canada, valued at 
12,798,469/. in 1895 rose to 16,138,758/. in 1896, an increase of 
3,340,289/. 

The imports into the United Kingdom from the United States 
during 1896 amounted in value to 106,376,398 as against 
86,548,860/. in 1895, an increase of 19,827,538/., and increases 
are shown in the value of the imports from most of the other 
‘American countries. 

Taking now the exports of the United Kingdom by countries 
the value of the exports to Germany in 1896 was 22,177,8961. as 
compared with 20,580,866/. in 1895, an increase of 1,597,0302 ; 
the export trade with France improved 387,762/. during the 
saine period, and increases are shown in all other Euro 
countries with the exception of Spain, Italy, Austria, and 
Turkey. 

In Africa exports to the Cape of Good Hope have improved 
1,637,7891., and to Natal, 1,527,153, and those to British 
Possessions on the West Coast have on the whole increased. The 
export trade to Egypt was slightly better than in 1895, and 
that to the Portuguese Possessions has improved 388,960/. 

In Asia the exports to British India show an increase of 
5,369,893/.; to China, exclusive of Hong Kong, an increase of 
1,479,8991., and to Japan an increase of 1,376,604/. But the 
exports to Hong Kong show a slight diminution, and the trade 
with Persia ae Siam has also decreased. The value of the 
exports to the United States has declined 7,512,327/. during the 
past year as compared with 1895, and the exports to Mexico, 
Central America (except Costa Rica), Venezuela, Chile, and 
Brazil, have also decreased in value, but the exports to Canada, 
British West Indies, British Guiana, Ecuador, Peru, and Uruguay, 
have somewhat risen in value, and to the Argentine Republic the 
increase amounts to 1,328,584/. Exports to Australasia have 
improved to the extent of 4,365,439/, 

Te may be noted here that while the exports from the United 
Kingdom to British Possessions were valued at 83,934,874/. in 
1896 as against 70,001,524 in 1895, or an increase of 13,933,3501, 
the imports from British Possessions amounted in 1896 to 
93,323,263/. as compared with 95,530,210/. in 1895, a decrease of 
2,206,947/. 
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III.—THE WORLD’s PRODUCTION OF RAW 
MATERIALS. 


In a recent issue of the “ Economiste Frangais,” M. Paul 
Leroy-Beaulieu states that for a long time it had‘ been a sort of 
axiom with economists that if manufactured goods have a tendency 
to persistently fall in price as mechanical and chemical improve- 
ments advance, all vegetable and animal products, especially the 
latter, must grow dearer through the incapacity of agriculture to 
keep pace with industry in its progress. This contention is, 
however, denied at the present day as a result, in fact, of the: 
experience of the last quarter of a century. On the one hand, 
the world not being yet completely peopled, enormous tracts of 
country like the two Americas, Oceania, and, more lately, Africa, 
with an extent of territory out of proportion to their sparse 
population, can daily pour out into the old countries increasing 
quantities of raw material; on the other hand, the ancient civili- 
sations, such as India, Japan, and, in a lesser degree, China, are 


- having recourse not only to the capital, but also to the technical 


methods of Europe, and are becoming more and more productive. 

An important document (The Annual Report of the President 
of the Permanent Commission on Customs Valuation), which has 
just been published, gives some instructive information on the 
upward tendency in the production of raw materials for industries 


and manufactures. 

This report, which on account of the minute details it affords 
cannot be applied to quite recent facts—deals with the years 
1894 and 1895. 

The first material treated of is wool. It is well known how 
much the quantities of this article of merchandise have increased 
within the last 30 or 40 years. One estimate has placed the 
production in Europe, the United States, La Plata, the Cape, and 
Australia at 806,000,000 Ibs. in 1850, 1,371,000,000 Ibs. in 1870, 
and 1,577,000,600 lbs. in 1880. In 1895, according to the Report 
of the Valuation Commission, “the quantity of wool at the 
disposal of the world’s industries, reached 1,059,000,000 kilogs.” 
—this would mean about 2,334,000,000 Ibs. or nearly three times 
as much as in 1850, 70 per cent. more than in 1870, and 45 per 
cent. more than in 1880. 

This enormous development in the production of a raw 
material, useful no doubt, but the use of which cannot be 
indefinitely increased, must cause a considerable fall in prices, 
and even with this decline in the wholesale value, which is never 
followed by a proportionate and equally rapid decline in the 
retail value, the placing of the article has been very difficult. 

In 1896 there was a perceptible rise in the value of wool on 
account chiefly of the ravages occasioned by the drought in 
Australia ; but it would be imprudent to reckon on the con- 


tinuance of this rise, which was due to exceptional causes, 
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As a matter of fact, the human race, which is not yet entirely 
provided with warm clothing, blankets, and carpets need not 
complain of the abundance and low price of such a useful raw 
material. What is required is that the retail cost of the manu- 
factured article should be in proportion to the wholesale cost of 
the raw material, so that the consumer might profit by the fall in 
prices and consumption itself be increased. 

Cotton is also an article the production of which goes on 
increasing from year to year. It is estimated that the amount 
of cotton produced in the United States, India, Egypt, and other 
countries was 636,000,000 Ibs. in 1830, 1,192,000,000 Ibs. in 
1840, 2,391,000,000 Ibs. in 1860, and 4,039,000,000 Ibs. in 1880. 
According to the report of the President of the Valuation Com- 
mission the world’s cotton crop in 1895 was 18,200,000 bales of 
400 lbs., or about 7,280,000,000 Ibs. This is 11 times more than 
in 1830, six times more than in 1840, three times as much as in 
1860, and 80 per cent. ‘more than in 1880. The report states 
that “the consumption cannot keep pace with the production,” 
but if the retail price fell there are many consumers who would 
become large purchasers. The report adds that spinners have 
never had such an opportunity of stocking at a low price, but that 
the year was less advantageous to the weavers than to the 
spinners. 

The 18,200,000 bales referred to come from the producing 
countries in the following proportions :—10,500,000 bales (these 
of 450 lbs.) from the United States, 2,600,000 bales (of 400 lbs.) 
from India, and 634,000 bales (of 717 lbs, or nearly two ordinary 
bales) from Egypt. In the United States alone the area of land 
cultivated with cotton amounts to upwards of 20,000,000 acres, 

The third chief raw material for textile manufactures is silk. 
The Report. states that the year 1895 was marked by a great 
activity in the silk trade. The quantity of raw silk placed on 
the market by the crop of 1895 reached 35,200,000 Ibs., a much 
higher figure than 1894 or 1893, which were 30,250,000 Ibs. and 
33,000,000 Ibs. respectively, thus showing an evident increase 
of production. Europe and Asia-Minor furnished 35 to 36 per 
cent. of the total; the Far East from 64 to 65 per cent. China 
remains the chief exporting nation for this product, 13,500,000 
Ibs. having been sent from that country in 1895. But the pro- 

ess of Japan is rapid; she produces already as much silk as 
all the European countries together, and is continually increasing 
her mulberry plantations. Although the production increased in 
1895, there was also a very evident rise in prices. 

For some time silk manufactures have been making great 
progress in the United States, and the establishments of that 
country, according to the Report, are in the first rank as regards 
the amount of silk worked up, viz., 9,372,000 !>s., as against 
8,008,000 Ibs. in France, 5,610,000 lbs. in Germanv, 3,652,000 lbs. 
in Switzerland, and 2,200,000 Jbs. in Russia. 

With regard to flax, hemp, and other materials, the Report 


does not state the amount of production at the disposal of the 
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industries of the world, owing, doubtless, to the difficulty of 
obtaining information on this point. The production of flax in 
France has not ceased to decline in spite of the very high bounties 

ted ; and the area of land cultivated with flax in that country 
does not exceed 89,000 acres. 

The production of oleaginous seeds which have such an 
important =e in a host of modern industries, as also in manures, 
is one of those which may be most easily developed throughout 
the world: British India, Senegal, and the whole African Coast, 
with earth-nuts, sesame and poppy-seeds; Argentina and Russia 
with flax seed; Philippines, Dutch Indies, and all Oceania with 
cocoa-nuts and copra; Russia and Roumania with colza seed ; 

t with cotton seed; it would seem as if an immense river 
of oil with all these different tributaries were being directed 
more and more on civilised nations. Every step in pro made 
by colonisation in America, Africa, and Asia will but increase it, 
and the price in consequence must fall. These oleaginous pro- 
ducts, while competing with home agriculture, aid it also toa 
certain extent by means of those fertilising oil-cakes which are 
used in Europe as food for cattle. 

Another raw material, the production of which may increase in 
notable proportion is timber: France imports common woods 
annually to the value of from 130 to 150 millions of francs, 
especially from Austria, Sweden, Russia, and the United States, 
with certain special kinds, such as cork from Algeria and Italy ; 
but the greater part of the newer countries of South America, 
and parts of Africa and Oceania will be able to furnish quantities 
of various kinds of woods, when they are opened up by railways 
or when there are increased facilities for river transportation. 

It would appear, therefore, that the civilised world is by no 
means coming to an end of its resources as regards raw materials 
for industries, or even for food, and there can be no fear of nature 
being exhausted in satisfying its requirements. 
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IV.—AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY IN RUSSIA, 
(From an American point of view.) 

Mr. Tiomas C. Heenan, Consul for the United States at 
Odessa, in a recent report to his Government, states that, of the 
articles imported into Russia, agricultural implements and ma- 
chinery, together with raw cotton, are of the most importance to the 
United States. Three countries practically furnish the agricul- 
tural machines and implements imported into Russia, viz., England, 
the United States, and Germany. Formerly, England furnished 
the great bulk of the steam and horse-power thrashing machines, 
engines, harvesters, mowers, ploughs, &c. At present the trade 
with England is confined almost exclusively to steam thrashing 
machines and engines. Trade with the United States is increas- 
ing yearly in harvesters and binders, mowers, horse rakes, and a 
few other of the smaller agricultural implements. Occasional 
steam thrashing outfits find a customer in Russia, but Engli 
machines, thus far, have held the field. Germany has increased 
its trade in agricultural implements very largely of recent years 
and almost entirely at the expense of England. The trade in 
horse-power thrashers, ploughs, and the smaller agricultural 
implements of (;erman make has greatly increased, with harvesters, 
binders, and mowers not so much eo, but still the trade, owing 
to the energy displayed by German manufacturers and their 
agents, is steadily on the increase. 

During the past five years American manufacturers of agri- 
cultural machinery and implements have taken the proper means 
to secure for themselves a large share of the trade of Russia, 
They have sent experienced men to establish agencies, and they 
send yearly a large number of experts to set up new machines 
and also to look after the working condition of the old ones. 
This action on the part of American manufacturers has pro- 
duced excellent results and inspired confidence among the farming 
population. The field in this direction, however, is scarcely more 
than touched, and nine-tenths of the country is still without 
modern agricultural machines and appliances. It is one thing to 
send elaborate circulars and catalogues to a Consul for distribution, 
and quite another, and by all means the most important, to send 
a good business man with authority to do business and establish 
agencies. 

Russia is essentially an agricultural country; the character of 
its soil and the topographical formation of its land contribute to 
make the country, with rare exceptions, a very successful farming 
country. It grows every known cereal successfully and more 
cheaply, even with crude appliances, than any other country. 
Cheap labour largely interferes with the general use of expensive 
machinery. The difficulties experienced by the peasant farmersin 
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handling complicated machines, like the combined harvester and 
binder, tend also to keep them out of use. This objection will 
disappear, and signs are not wanting which indicate that a marked 
eneral improvement is taking place among the masses in Russia. 
he Russian peasant is naturally obedient and shrewd, and it 
will not take a great deal in the line of education to bring him up 
to the level of the farming classes elsewhere. The future of im- 
proved agricultural implements and machinery in Russia will be a 
great one, and the field is row open to be won. 
_ Manufactured articles of American make, such as locks, knives, 
ket-knives, revolvers, &c. are to be found in Russian shops, 
ut. they are usually purchased from German travelling agents, 
whose Hamburg houses represent American firms. 
‘ Cotton is being successfully cultivated in Russian Turkestan, 
and the yield is annually increasing. The great bulk of cotton 
used in Russia must still come from abroad, the United States 
furnishing the major part. 

_ The quantity of Russian coal consumed is increasing yearly ; 
nevertheless, English coal in large quantities is sold in Russia at 
a profit. The lack of transportation facilities renders the general 
or exclusive use of Russian coal an impossibility This e ndition 
of affairs will continue to exist until the railways and water 
courses are sufficiently developed to bring clieap coal in necessar 
quantities to the consumer. The coal in use in Russia, bot 
English and Russian, is soft coal. 

In Russia it is necessary, in order to do business, to give long 
credit. That this is attended with some risk is undeniable, but 
with reasonable precaution on the part of the seller, the risk is 
not any greater than is taken in other farming countries. The 
peasants are becoming the best customers for agricultural machines, 
and the governing body of the commune, of which the peasant 
forms a part, is always ready to give the would-be purchaser 
advice as to his credit and standing. There are sections of 
country in which the communes are fairly well to do and even 
rich, and there are others, again, where they are in debt and very 
poor. It cannot be said that the condition of the agricultural 
classes in Russia is a prosperous one. But in such a country 
where the paternal plays such an important part, debt is 
not so dreadful a burden as it is found to be elsewhere. The 
Russian Government, during the past 10 years, has remitted 
fabulous sums, both in interest on mortgages and in taxes, and is 
engaged at the present time in advancing the farmers, both great 
and small, lange sums of money on their grain in order to enable 
them to hold their product for a good price in the markets. The 
rate of interest charged is very low. 

Two-thirds of the railways of Russia are owned and managed 
by the Government, and the remainder are under its direct super- 
vision and control. Freight rates on all railways, whether owned 
by the Government or not, are lated by the Government, 
and these rates are extremely fair. Cutting rates are not allowed. 
The*carriage of grain by water is very cheaply done, and the 
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Government annually expends large sums of money in improving, 
connecting, and extending the system of waterways. 

The direct relief given to agriculture by the remission of 
interest and taxes and the loaning of money at a-low rate of 
interest, enabling the farmer thereby to hold his grain for the 
highest price, is a direct bounty given to agriculture and is a 
subject well worth the study of Governments. The peasant 
farmers of Russia have but little to say in the general govern- ' 
ment of the country; nevertheless their interest and material: 
welfare are made the subject of careful study on the part of the 
Government, and every effort is made to advance their interests 
and prevent injustice. With the general Government of the 
country and its policy, the peasantry have absolutely nothing to 
do. They are not consulted in the choice of their ruler, nor 
have they any ambition to take part in the affairs of the Govern- 
ment. They form 90 per cent. of the population, and are 
devotedly attached to their country and ruler. 

The manufacturing interests, which have grown enormously 
during recent years, are protected by a high tariff. The duty 
on raw cotton and coal is very high, and serves the interest of 
the cotton planters of Turkestan, and the coal miners or owners 
of the Don and other districts of Russia. A rebate is given on 
all goods exported abroad which have been manufactured in 
Russia from foreign cotton. che 
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V.—THE TINPLATE TRADE OF THE UNITED 
STATES. IN 1896.* 


The year 1896 witnessed the completion of a revolution in the 
tinplate trade of the United States, which began a little over 
five years ago with the building of the first American mills. It 
may be said to have formed an epoch making period in the history 
of tin plates in America. At the beginning of 1896, while the 
American makers were rapidly appropriating all the trade of the 
interior and were successfully competing with, and even under- 
celling. the foreign product on the Atlantic and Gulf seaboards, 
the Weish manufacturers were still making earnest and partially 
successful efforts to arrest and regain some of the trade which was 
fast slipping out of their grasp in the United States. Strangely 
slow to read the signs of the times, many of them at that time 
still nursed the delusion that something would happen to stop the 
progress of the tinplate manufacturing industry on the American 
side of the Atlantic. 

Labour troubles, advance in prices of raw materials, changes in 
the tariff, financial stringency, and other causes were, in turn, 
looked to as likely to put such obstacles in the way of the 
American manufacturers as would prevent them from operating 
at a profit,and so to throw back the consumers on the foreign 
market. Nothing of the kind occurred. The close of the year 
found the American tinplate industry firmly established on a 
foundation which no passing derangements could be powerful 
enough to injure. 

American tinplates now virtually monopolise the market 
throughout the United States, except on the Pacific Coast, and 
are selling on the Atlantic seaboard at from 25 to 40 cents below 
the price at which Welsh plates of corresponding grades can be 
laid down. Importations are now confined, with hardly an 
exception, to lota designed for use by the exporting oil and canned 
goods interests, which still enjoy a rebate of 99 per cent. of the 

uty on all such foreign material reshipped abroad. It is true 
that a comparatively small proportion of imported plates is still 
entered for actual consumption on the Pacific Cvast, owing to the 
relatively heavy cost of transportation thither of domestic goods 
and cheap freight rates from Europe. But even there the 
American product has entered during the past year, and it is 
merely a matter of time when the Pacific Coast market will also 
be absorbed. Thus, in the past year, the great fight for the 
American tin plate trade has been fought and won, and the 
foreign product has, with the exception referred to above, been — 
dislodged for all time. 

An important development in the domestic tinplate trade in 
the past year hae been the establishment of an agreement by the 


* Based on an Article in the “Iron Age ” of January 8, 1897. 
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manufacturers in regard to the selling price of American tin plates. 
Up to last spring each maker sold his product at any price he 
chose to ask. The keen competition which arose amongst the 
mills when orders were slack resulted in such a sharp cutting of 
prices as was a source of demoralisation to the entire trade, and 
entailed heavy sacrifices on the nart of mills not strong enough 
to hold their own. So serious did the slashing of prices become 
that some of the weaker manufacturing concerns were threatened 
with shipwreck, and nearly all were fast losing money in the 
effort to keep going in competition with each other. The 
agreement entered into by nearly all the works in the spring 
of the year, laid down a scale of prices for tin and terne 
plates which was slightly lower than the prices at which Welsh 
plates could then be laid down in New York City. This agree- 
ment, which nominally continued in effect througheut the year, 
seems by tacit consent of all parties to have been allowed to 
become dormant during the dull summer months. But it was 
revived in the late fall and ratified by all except the Indiana 
mills (in so far as related to their own territory) in December, 
when prices were fixed which ruled about 30 cents a box below 
the price of foreign plates in New York. The agreement, while 
not an ideal arrangement in many respects, has served to mitigate 
competition, and it forms, moreover, a promising basis for the 
establishment ofa standard market value for American tin plates 
which is eminently desirable. It has been, on the whole, loyally 
adhered to by the makers at large, although the actual level of 
prices agreed upon has not yet been generally established, owing 
to the fact that the large eastern dealers held considerable stocks 
of plates bought cheaply previous to the late agreement, which 
they have been selling below the official rate. When these are 
exhausted the makers will have the opportunity to create a steady 
level of prices everywhere. 


The majority of the American mills have been running with 
fair regularity throughout the year, except during the time of 
midsummer dullness, when some of them were shut down for more 
or less time fur repairs and overhaul, and to work off stock in 
hand. The annual readjustment of the wage scale for the year 
beginning July 1, 1896, passed off without much difficulty. The 
manufacturers and the Amalgamated Association came to a settle- 
ment which practically renewed the scale of the previous year 
with some relatively unimportant changes. Labour disputes on 
the score of wages thus cut practically no figure during the year, 
Two or three strikes, due to other causes occurred, none of which 
however, led to any serious consequences. On the whole, the 
relations between the tinplate manufacturers and their employés 
have been remarkably harmonious. Several of the large mills do 
not acknowledge the Amalgamated Association, and have not 
subscribed to their wage scale ; but these, almost without excep- 
tion, having actually paid their workmen according to the official 
rate, and no friction has arisen on that score. 
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While the volume of business in tin plates in 1896 was probably 
fully equal to that of the previous year, it proved somewhat 
disappointing to the trade at large. At the outset of the year a 
considerable increase in the consumption was looked for, but the 
active demand which developed in the early spring fell off largely 
later in the year, and by midsummer subsided into a positive 
dulness, business showing no improvement until shortly before 
the election. The disturbed political conditions in the summer 
and early fall, the depression in the canning trade, and the generat 
demoralisation of business through at least four months of the 
year, together with a falling off in the demand for roofing tin and 
a decrease in the output of tinware— the latter facts 
attributable to the growing use of other materials for building a 
household purposes— were sufficient to account for some restric- 
tion in the demand for tin plates. Indeed, taking all things into 
consideration, it is somewhat remarkable that the falling off was 
not heavier than it was. 


While the actual growth of the American tin plate industry 
was not as great in 1896 as it was in the previous year, there 
being fewer new mills built, its progress has been steadily onward. 
The capacity of the existing works is about equal to the available 
demand for tin plate in the country. Had the increase in the 
past year been on a par with that of 1895, the supply would 

eatly exceed the demand, and some concerns would inevitably 
are become involved in financial difficulties. As it is, only one 
tin plate mill has been forced into failure or entire suspension, a 
remarkable record for a new industry in which a number of un- 
skilled persons embarked. The number of completed tinplate mills 
in the past year increased from 155 on January 1 to 172 on April 
1 and 182 on October 1. At the end of the year there were 184 
hot mills in operation or ready for employment, giving a total 
potential capacity in the American works of about 5,500,000 boxes 
annually, as against about 4,200,000 boxes a year ago. . 

The black plate plants which have been completed and put in 
operation during 1896 numbered 16, and, in addition, eight 
companies have increased their equipment of hot mills. 

Four or five more concerns are building or preparing to build 
additional mills, and at least two, if not three, are preparing to 
erect open hearth steel plants in connection with their works, 
A number of concerns have enlarged their tinning departments, 
and most have made extensions and improvements of one sort or 
another in order to adapt their works to modern requirements. 
A few black plate mills, too, which had been temporarily diverted 
to the manufacture of sheet iron, have been restored to the list, 
the rolling of black plate being now found more profitable than 
the production of sheets, 

The plants which buy their black sheets and finish them for 
the iui, popularly known as “ dipperies,” have not, as a whole, 
shared the activity of the tinplate mills proper. While some 
few of them have been enabled to run steadily on in the production 
of specialties and roofing plates, the majority have been running 
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light throughout the year, and some have closed down 
indefinitely. 

Some notable improvements have been made in the line of tin- 
plate machinery during the year, and an increasing tendency is 
noted in all quarters towards the adoption of automatic machinery 
and improved processes of manufacture. The tinplate machinery 
trade has had a fairly prosperous year, and the outlook in this 
branch of industry would be very encouraging buf for the fact 
that an increasing number of coacerns have embarked in it. This 
enhances competition, and naturally tends to reduce the margin of 
profit. Nevertheless, the likelihood is that a good number of 
orders for tinplate machinery will be placed in the year 1897, 
‘as some new works are in contemplation, and may old ones are 
considering the advisability of installing improved apparatus. 
Makers of tinplate machinery at the end of the year 1896 reported 
having received a good number of inquiries, 

Tn connection with the finplate question some remarks 
in the trade report of Mr. S. J. Burrell Prior, of Abchurch 
Lane, in his trade circular, may be added to the above, show- 
ing a British view of the present condition of the tinplate 
trade. Mr, Prior says: “Two interesting features in the 
“ present condition of the tinplate trade call’ for some remark, 
“ The first is the recent invasion by American producers, who, 
“ not content with a the tin plates, which, until lately, 
“ they bought in bes , are now actually selling steel to 
“ tinplate makers in Wales. Buyers of tin-plates have little 
“ reason to regret this new competition, however much chagrin it 
“ may cause the Welsh steel-makers. f course no direct profit 
** results to the American producers, who will no doubt cease 
“ their operations on this side as soon the internal trade of the 
“ States revives. But this importation, as well as similar ones 
“ from Germany, forms a striking instance of reaction in trade. 
“ The other point of interest is the remarkable increase in the 
“ exports of tin plates to nearly all foreign countries (excepting 
“ the United States). During the last 10 years an important 
“ trade with Russia has sprung up, shipments from the United 
“ Kingdom to France and Germany have about trebled, and to 
“ Holland, Portugal, and Australasia, have doubled; the total 
“ exports being now far in excess of the total in 1880. To this 
« may be added a very large and increasing trade in black plate 
“ amounting to 48,414 tons in 1896.” 
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VI—THE PIG-IRON TRADE OF THE SOUTHERN 
UNITED STATES,* 


In looking back over the current of the pig-iron trade of the 
South for the year 1896 it would probably be interesting to 
first note some comparisors with the year 1895 with the knowled 
that that year was the largest in production in the history of the 
Southern pig-iron trade, except the year 1892. 

According to the published reports of the American Iron and 
Steel Association, the production of coke pig-iron in the Southern 
States in the year 1895 was as follows :— 


Tons. 

Maryland - 10,916 
Virgiaia - - - 346,589 
North Carolina - - - 323 
Georgia - - 17,609 
Alabama - - - 835,851 
West Virginia 141,968 
Kentucky - . - 63,780 
Tennessee - - - 228,886 

Total 1,645,922 


Balance of the United States 7,575,045 


Grand total - - - 9,220,967 


Production of charcoal pig-iron in the Southern States in the 
year 1895 :—- 


Tone, 
Georgia - ~ - 13,365 
Alabama - 18,816 
Tennessee - - - 19,243 
Texas - - - 4,682 
Missouri - - - 1,580 
Total - - - 57,686 


Balance of the United States - 167,655 


Grand total - - - 225,341 


The weekly capacity of all the furnaces in blast in the United 
States, January 1, 1896, was as follows :— 

Two hundred and forty-one furnaces—weekly capacity, 207,481 
tons. Of this number of furnaces in blast, the Southern States, 
as herein enumerate’, had 60 coke furnaces in blast, with a 
weekly capacity of 46,101 tons, and six charcoal furnaces in blast, 
with a weekly capacity of 1,708 tons. 


* From an article specially written for the “Tradesman ” (U.S.) Annual. 
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From some cause, generally attributed to political agitation 
incident to the presidential election, and what was considered by 
the leading business interests of the country as a financial heresy 
that was overshadowing the country, the production of pig-iron 
has steadily declined since the first of the year ; and at the date 
of the last official report the weekly capacity of all furnaces in 
blast was only about 55 per cent. of what it was in January. 

Notwithstanding this fact, the production of the Southera 
States and also of the United States for the year promises to 
compare favourably with former years. 

According to the estimate of the “ Iron Age,” the total production 
of coke and anthracite pig-iron in the United States for the firet 
half of the year 1896, amounted to 4,766,478 tons, of which the 
Southern States produced 966,612 tons. 

From present indications and in absence of official figures for 
the last half of the year, it seems quite certain that the produc- 
tion of pig-iron in the Southern States for the year 1896 will be 
fully up to the standard quantity of former years, and will 
probably not vary much from the figures of the year 1895. 


With rd to the financial results of the operations of | 


Southern pig-iron furnaces for the year, it is doubtless true that 
the profits are more difficult to discover than to apply. In other 
words, it has been a hard year with pig-iron producers and other 
relative interests. The profits have been chiefly in the line of 
experience and improved methode, which of course will be at 
hand for future advantage. 

The cost of pig-iron at Southern furnaces varies somewhat with 
relation to the convenience and cheapness of the materials used, 
the prices paid for labour being practically uniform. The abun- 
dance of coking coal, iron ore, and limestone ; the quality of the 
same and their cost delivered at the furnace, practically control 
the cost of the pig-iron and fix the differences in cost between 
furnaces located at the various points. 

It is estimated that the present cost of producing pig-iron at 
Southern furnaces ranges from 7 dols. to 8 dols. per ton, accord- 
ing to advantage of location. This would cover current expenses 
and maintenance of plant. 

Doubtless some furnaces for a limited time show a less cost 
than this; but the figures given herein are believed to be con- 
servative and approximately correct, when considered with 
reference to operations covering two or three recent years. 

Increased attention is being given to the chemical analysis of 
materials used, to insure the highest working efficiency of the 
furnace with regard to both quantity and quality of product. 


As a general rule the coal is disintegrated and washed before 
being coked, in order to purify it as much as possible, and to 
raise the percentage of carbon to the highest point attainable. 

The ores are also very carefully mixed and prepared, the brown 
ores being washed to free them as much as possible from im- 
purities that cannot be removed in the mining. 


| 
| 
| 
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During the year under consideration Alabama furnaces have 
made considerable shipments of pig-iron to foreiga countries, 
relieving the pressure on the home market to that extent. It is 
hoped that this foreiga trade may be largely developed, as other- 
wise it is difficult to see how prices can be maintained in the 
home market on a paying basis under existing conditions. 

The furnace capacity of the country appears to be largely in 
excess of the present rate of consumption, the natural result of 
which is increased competition and very low prices. 

As a matter of fact, it is a very unwise policy when willingly 
adopted, and a very unfortunate policy when forced upon American 

roducers to ship crude materials to distant markets. The more 
Finished the product the greater distance it will bear the cost of 
transportation. Hence, the importance to the South and to 
America, as a whole, of plying the manufacturer’s art to the 
highest degree possible at points where the raw materials afford 
the greatest natural advantages, thereby reaping the largest 
benefits from highly-finished products, instead of bartering away 
resources in a crude form for a trifle. 

Pig-iron is so closely allied to raw material that the distinction 
is hardly noticeable. The South will never reap the full measure 
of the benefits from her pig-iron production until she consumes 
the same in the manufacture of goods of greatly enhanced value. 

In this connection the production of steel becomes a very 
important factor in determining the future of the iron interests of 
the south. 

The use of steel is so much larger and more varied than the 
use of iron that its successful manufacture on a large scale 
becomes a necessity to any locality or section that hopes for large 
development along this line. 

The materials are doubtless in the United States to produce 
steel of satisfactory quality. The chief difficulty of the situation 
appears to be in the fact that capital prefers to engage in the 
manufacturing industries, as far as practicable, as near the centre 
of greatest consumption as it can profitably locate. 

his will explain why great steel plants, costing millions of 
dollars, have been built in the States of Pennsylvania, Ohio, and 
Tilinois, and not in the South. 

It is reasonable to suppose that with the growth of population 
and wealth in the Southern States, conditions will eventuall 
arise to make the manufacture of steel on a large scale bot: 
practicable and profitable. Of course it is impossible to forecast 
even approximately when this will be, but it is evidently not in 
the near future. 

In conclusion, it appears to the writer that the southern-pig- 
iron industry is sufficiently developed for the present, as measured 
by the financial results of blast-furnace operations for the past 
several years, and that capital-seeking investment would find 
more satisfactory returns in some line of finished product. 


. 
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VII—THE AMERICAN MERCANTILE MARINE. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Treasury Depart-. 
ment of the United States a copy of the report of the Com- 
missioner of Navigation, dealing with the laws of the United 
States relative to Navigation. ‘he report, which is dated Oct. 26, 
1896, states that the maritime rank of the United States on the 
Pacific is now threatened by a new rival, Japan, which, under 
liberal and progressive laws, has just established .a_transpacific 
steamship line to the United States, and with the co-operation of 
American capital is preparing to extend rapidly the service. In 
1880 the tonnage of American vessels entering the United States 
from the ports of Asia and Oceania, including Australia, was 
283,395 tons, and of foreign vessels 442,251 tons. In 1895, the 
American wane entering was 308,481 tons, the foreign tonnage 

* 657,206 tons. The large and profitable carrying trade once 
conducted between Asiatic and European ports by American 
vessels, which seldom entered American ports, has almost entirely 
passed away, the American flag having almost wholly dis- 
appeared from the Mid-Atlantic, save as borne by the mail 
steamers of the American line, and the figures, just presented, show 
that the carrying trade of the Pacific is also rapidly slipping from 
the United States. Before it is altogether lost it is suggested that 
there can be no more. proper subject for congressional. inquiry 
than the conditions of transpacific transportation. It seems 
reasonably certain that in the immediate future this trade will 
den to great proportions, For the control of this trade the 

nited States enjoy obvious natural advantages. ‘The entry of 
Japan into competition for its control is a warning that .a prescient 
nation appreciates opportunities for trade and maritime rank, of 
which America has thus far been neglectful, and by progressive 
legislation hopes to overcome those advantages. Within the last 
five years Japan’s seagoing steel steamships have increased from 
13 of 27,701 tons to 53 of 106,383 tons. On the Pacific there 
are 43 American vessels of 68,625 tons. 

The congressional inquiry proposed, it is believed, will confirm 
the facts and conclusions of the reports of the Bureau for 1894 and 
1895. It will show that American capital on the Pacific has 
been obliged to seek the cover of British and Hawaiian flags. It 
will show that while Asiatics man the Japanese steamers of the 
Nippon Yusen Kaisha, Asiatics also coustitute the crews of the 
Pacific mail line steamers, and the differences in wages and in the 
provisions of seamen are not the chief factors against the United 
States in any future effort to regain maritime rank, It will show 
that Japan has adopted the policy of every other maritime nation 
but the United States, permitting its shipowners to purchase the 
instruments of commerce on the most advantageous terms, and at 
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the same time to use the national flag. It will show the important 
parts played by first cost of construction, and the factors dependent 
on it, interest, insurance, and depreciation. It will show that 
Government encouragement to shipping in Japan is on modern 
business lines, and not as practised or proposed in the United 
States, through tenacious adherence to laws which for years have 
shown themselves impotent, or through an exhumation of eighteenth 
century policies of discrimination and conmercial warfare. 

The privilege bestowed by the Act of May 10, 1892, has been 
wisely and beneficially used ; so well used, in fact, as to warrant-the 
belief that if American shipowners and sbipbuilders generally were 
i permitted to avail themselves of the privilege it bestowed upon one 
| corporation, the merchant marine would be augmented by the 
purchase and registry of desirable foreign built vessels, while, at 
the same time, construction in home shipyards would be stimulated 
In this belief the Bureau is confirmed by the opinions, expressed 
— and in writing, of leading shipbuilders of the United 

tates. 

While general in its terms, that Act was in fact the grant of a 
special privilege to one corporation, as the only two vessels in- 
existence which conformed to all of its requirements were the 
steamships “ City of New York” and “ City of Paris.” The Act 
admitted foreign built vessels to American registry upon the 
following conditions :— 

1. That such vessels should be steamships, engaged in freight 
/ or passenger business, in an established line, from a port in the 
| United States. 

i 2. That they should not be less than 8,000 tons each. 


3. That they should have a speed of not less than 20 knots. 

4, That 90 per cent. of the capital of the foreign corporation 
operating such steamships at the time, should be owned by 
| citizens of the United States, and have been so owned since 
q January 1, 1890. 
| 5. That American owners should obtain a complete transfer of 
if the title to such steamships from the foreign corporation. 

j 6. That American owners should build in American shipyards 
steamships of an aggregate tonnage not less in amount than the 

i | steamships so admitted to registry. 

i 7. That each steamship so built or contracted for should be not 
less than 7,000 tons. 

i 8. That all vessels documented under the Act should be 

| available for the purposes of the United States in the event of 

war. 

9. That foreign built vessels admitted under the Act should not 
engage in the coasting trade. 

It is believed to be desirable, both as a matter of principle and 
1 as a matter of practical benefit to navigation, that the privilege 
, | bestowed by this Act upon one shipowner and the opportunity 
for construction it opened for one shipbuilder, should be bestowed 
upon all American shipowners and opened to all American ship- 
builders. Every American shipowner cannot command the capital 


| 
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to purchase vessels of 8,000 tons or upward, capable of a con- 
tinuous speed of 20 knots an hour across the Atlantic, nor has 
every American re eprpe! the facilities to construct a like class 
of vessels. The bulk of the carrying trade of the Atlantic and 
Pacific is not carried on in ocean greyhounds, and duubtless never 
willbe. Ifthe principle so successfully invoked in the case of the 
“New York” and the “ Paris,” is to be of general service to 
American shipowners and shipbuilders, it must not be restricted 
by conditious as to tonnage and speed, which enable only those 
with great capital to make use of it. 

The purpose of the Act, declared by Congress, was “to en- 
courage American shipbuilding,” and it has already accomplishe1 
that purpose as far as it can, unless extended. More encourage- 
ment, under a more general law, based on the same principle, it 
is safe to assert from experience, would accomplish still more for 
shipbuilding and for navigation. Of all the conditions prescribed 
in the Act of May 10, only three appear to conform to the purpose 
declared in the title of the Act, while the remaining six are 
limitations or impediments to the encouragement afforded. They 
may now well be removed, in view of the success which has 
attended the experiment on a restrictel field. Those three con- 
ditions are the requirements that an equivalent tonnage should be 
constructed in American shipyards for the tonnage of foreign 
construction admitted to registry, that Americaa ownership should - 
be established, and that foreign built vessels thus admitted should 
not engage in the coasting trade. ; 

The admission of the “ New York” and “ Paris,” coupled with 
the construction of the “St. Louis’ and “St. Paul,” has 
demonstrated that a more liberal policy toward sbipping than 
that which has hitherto been followed does not iean the closing 
of American yurds. It has been shown, on the contrary, that the 
admission of foreign built vessels to American registry is possible 
with a simultaneous increase in American construction, and may 
even contribute to it. To stop at the Act of 1892 without carry- 
ing it to its logical conclusion by giving it general application and 
enabling all to share in its benefits is avowedly to stop short at 
the grant of a special privilege, to put aside an opportunity to 
increase the tonnage of the American merchant marine and the 
construction of vessels in American shipyards, 

Under present conditions the difference in cost of construction 
is such that the American shipowner desiring two steamers for 
foreign trade buys both in foreign yards and neither at home. 
Under an extension of the Act of May 10, 1892, that difference 
ih cost of construction would be reduced one-half. What was. 
saved in the first cost of the foreign built vessel would be available 
for expenditure in American yards. Conditions would thus be 
created which would coitalale be more favourable to domestic 
construction of all kinds of vessels than those which now obtain. 
There would still be a difference in favour of foreign ’ purchase 
and navigation under foreign flags, but the incentive to such 
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purchase and navigation would be lessened materially and 
possibly in time wholly neutralised. 

The fact is not overlooked that the four great steamships which 
carry the American flag on the mid-Atlantic, by virtue of the 
Act.of May 10, 1892, are receiving the munificent mail compensa- 
tion provided by the Postal Subsidy Act of 1891, but, as already 
indicated, the Act of 1891 was not sufficient to establish a fleet 
of 20-knot steamers until supplemented by the Act of 1892. It 
is possible that the measure proposed would not add more 20-knot 
steamships to the American fleet, unless heavy mail payments 
were provided, but for that purpose the law is already adequate. 

The Bill recommended adopts the principle of the Act of 1892, 
and frees it from those restraints upon the encouragement of 
American sl:ipbuilding imposed solely to define in general terms 
the. steamships “New York” and “Paris.” Its text is as 
follows :— 


“ A Bill to encourage American shipbuilding. 

“ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That: the 
Commissioner of Navigation be, and he is hereby, authorised and 
directed upon application by a citizen of the United States or a. 
corporation organised under the Laws of the United States or of 
any State thereof, and upon satisfactory proof that such American » 
citizen or corporation is the owner of a foreign built vessel, to 
issue an American register to such vessel, provided that such 
citizen or corporation, before the issue of said register, shall, under 
regulations to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
give a bond to the United States, with satisfactory sureties, in a 
penalty equal to the appraised value of the vessel so purchased, 
that said American owner will build in American shipyards a 
vessel or vessels of an aggregate tonnage and. value not less.in: 
amount than that of the vessel so admitted to registry. No 
foreign built vessel registered pursuant to this Act shall be entitled 
to engage in coasting trade of the United States. 


Subsidies—From the very nature of the case, a ‘protective 
tariff cannot be so applied as to encourage American navigation 
between domestic and foreign ports, or to promote American 
shipbuilding for the foreign trade. The protectionists of other 
nations and the historical leader of protection in America many 
years ago recognised this fact. The policy of discriminating 
duties is not only much more expensive than the policy of 
subsidies or bounties, but it is also certain of failure. am , 

Government aid, through the form of direct bounties to ship- 
building, subsidies to navigation, or large payments for public 
services, on the other hand, is a business proposition, certain to 
produce results, if the expenditures for the purpose are large 
enough, are scientifically applied, and are approved on principle by 
the people. It is a policy speed by many of the weaker maritime 

owers, notably France, Italy, Austria-Hungary, and Japan, 
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It should be observed that every nation which has adopted the 
policy of subsidies to shipping, has also adopted the policy of 
“free ships” to encourage navigation under the national flag, and 
free raw materials for the benefit of shipbuilding. 

The tonnage tax reported for the year amounted to 544,254:97 
dols., compared with 523,344°61 dols. for the previous fiscal year. 
Of this amount 359,394°11 dols. were paid by British vessels, 
66,868°61 dols. by American vessels, and 29,587-11 dols. by 
Norwegian vessels. Steam vessels paid 378,925:22 dols. and 
sailing vessels 163,194'34 dols. The penal tonnage taxes amounted 
to 2,135°41 dols. 

On June 30, 1896, the mercantile marine of the United States, 
including all kinds of documented shipping, comprised 22,908 
vessels, of 4,703,880 gross tons. On June 30, 1895, it comprised. 
23,240 vessels of 4,635,960 gross tons. The following table 
shows the geographical distribution, motive power, and material 
of construction of vessels of the United States for the fiscal year 
1896, compared with the fiscul year 1895, and also the.con- 
struction for the two years. 


1895. 1896. 
Number. |GrossTons.| Number. |Gross Tons. 
Atlantic and Gulf coast - - 17,136 | 2,679,779 16,786 | 2,667,313 
Pacific coast - - - 1,525 433,502 | . 1,560 437,972: 
Northern lakes - - - 8,342 | 1,241,459 3,833 | 1,324,068. 
Western rivers - - 1,237 281,220 1,229 274,527 
Total - - - 23,240 | 4,635,960 22,908 | 4,703,880. 
Sail :* 
Wood - 16,638 | 2,361,227 16,244 | 2,810,819. 
Iron and steel ~ 7 - 53 61,932 69 85,854 
Total - - 16,686 | 2,423,159 16,313 | 2,396,673 
Steam : 
Wood - - §,708 | 1,307,777 5,707 | 1,303,095 
Iron and steel ie za 846 | 908,024 888 | 1,004,113 
Total - - - 6,554 | 2,212,801 6,595 | 2,307,208 
Canal boats - ~ - 680 75,051 682 75,224 
Barges - - - «|... 1,868 382,632 1,357 393,188 
Total 2,043 457,683 2,039 468,412 
Construction during the Year.’ 
Total built and documented - 694 111,602 723 227,096 


* Including canal boats and barges. 
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1895 1896. 
Number. Gross Tons.| Number. |Gross Tons. 
Atlantic and Gulf coast - - 453 59,983 418 91,724 
Pacific coast - - - 74 7,144 93 10,818 
Northern lakes - a 93 36,353 117 168,782 
Western rivers - - - 74 8,122 95 15,772 
Total - - 694 111,602 723 227,096 
Sail : 
Wood - - ~ - 394 29,631 364 51,554 
Steel 3 5,269 5 18,685 
Steam : 
Wood - 213 27,133 237 41,640 
Tron and steel ~ - 35 42,620 49 96,389 
Canal boats - - - ll 1,225 13 1,494 
Barges : 
Wood - 33 5,018 49 19,190 
Steel - A 5 706 6 3,147 
Total - - 694 111,602 723 227,096 


Analysis of the above tables shows that the increase in the 
American merchant fleet is confined to the Great Lakes, and that 
this increase consists of steel steamers of large tonnage. The 
fleet registered for the foreign trade remains virtually stationary, 
about 65 per cent. of it still consisting of wooden sailing vessels, 
most of which no longer cross the ocean, but-are engaged in trade 
with the adjacent foreign nations, islands, and colonies of the 
American continent. 2 

The total construction of vessels documented during the year 
was 723, of 227,396 gross tons, or double the output for the 
previous fiscal year, and a larger annual production than that 
credited to any of the previous four years. Present indications 
promise a construction during the current fiscal year at least 


equal to, and prebably surpassing, the very satisfactory record for 
the fisca] year closed. 
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VIII.—NEW LAWS IN JAPAN FOR THE DEVEI.OP- 
MENT OF THE MERCANTILE MARINE, 


_ The report to which we referred in the previous article on 
United States shipping contains the text of two laws which were 
to come into force in Japan ou Ist October 1896, for the develop- 
ment of the Japanese Mercantile Marine and the encouragement 
of shipbuilding in that country. 


Law for the Development of the Mercantile Marine. 


Art I. Any mercantile company composed of and personally 
owned by Japanese subjects er ag members and shareholders, 
which shall engage in the business of the transportation of goods 
and passengers with ships registered in the list of ships of Japan,. 
either between various ports of Japan or between ports of Japan. 
and those of foreign countries, shall receive money for the 
—_—— of the mercantile marine, according to the Articles of 
this law. 

Art. II. Ships receiving money for the development of the mer- 
cantile marine under this law shall be limited to iron and steel’ 
vessels of 1,000 tons or more gross tonnage, and with a speed of 
10 or more knots per hour at full pressure, and constructed 
according to the rules for shipbuilding, determined by the Minister 
of State for Communications. 

Art. III. The owners of ships who desire to receive money for 
the development of the mercantile marine shall procure a certifi- 
cate in advance from the Minister of Communications. 

Art. IV. The following classes of ships may not receive the. 
bonus for the development of the mercantile marine :— 

(1.) Ships built in foreign countries which have passed five 
years since construction before having been registered in 
the Register of the Empire of Japan after the enactment of 
this law. 

(2) Ships that have passed 15 years since construction. 

(3) Ships traversing regular sea routes under orders from the 
Imperial Government. 

Art. V. Money for the development of the mercantile marine 
shall be given at the following rates :—Ships of 1,000 tons gross 
tonnage, with a speed at full power of 10 wad per hour, shall 
receive 25 sen per ton for each thousand miles of sailing distance ; 
and one-tenth of the above sum shall be added for every increase 
of 500 tons, and two-tenths for every increase of one knot per 
hour. But ships of 6,500 tons or more, or of 18 or more knots 
per hour at full speed, shall receive money at the rate of ships of 
6,000 tons gross tonnage and of 17 knots per hour at full speed. 
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Ships which have not passed five years since construction shall 
receive the whole amount of the bonus for the development of the 
mercantile marine; but for ships that have passed five years since 
construction, one-twentieth shall be deducted for every year above 
five. 

For the calculation of the bonus to be received for the develop- 
ment of the mereantile marine, fractions of a mile and of a ton 
shall not be taken into account. 


Art. VI. The number of knots traversed shall be calculated by 
the nearest sea routes between the respective ports. 

In case of foreign-b»und vessels touching at various ports 
of the Empire of Japan en route, the last port of Japan touched at 
shall be fixed as the starting-point of the voyage, and in vessels 
despatched from foreign countries calling at various ports of 
Japan en route, the first port of Japan ealled at shall be considered 
as the end of the voyage. 

Certificates of the harbour masters of the various ports 
touched at shall be shown in proof of the number of knots 
traversed. 

Art. VIT. The Minister of Communications, on payment of a 
proper sum of money, may issue orders to ships which have 
received a certificate according to Article IIT., and may use the 
same for purposes of State. 

Owners of ships who may not be satisfied that the amount of 
money given as above is just, shall enter complaint in a court of 
justice within three months from the date of receiving notification 
as to the remuneration. 


Art. VIII. Owners of ships receiving a certificate according to 
Article III. shall, at the order of the Minister of Communications, 
receive on board students of navigation in the following proportion, 
receiving remuneration for the same as fixed by the Minister of 
Communications: —Ships of 1,000 to 2,500 tons, two persons 
each ; ships of 2,500 to 4,000 tons, three persons each ; ships of 
4,000 tons or more, four persons each. 


Art, IX. Owners of ships receiving a certificate according to 
Article III. shall not be allowed to employ foreign emp!oyees in 
the main or branch offices or on board the ships without 
permission from the Minister of Communications. But in the 
event of a vacancy among the employees, caused by death or 
unavoidable accident, occurring while in a foreign country, the 
owner may employ a foreigner to fill the vacant position upon 
receiving the official consent of the harbour-master of the port. 
In the above case the owner or captain of the ship must receive 
—* from the Minister of Communications as soon as 
possible. 

Art. X. Owners of ships who have received a certificate 
according to Article IIT., and a bonus for the development: of the 
mercantile marine, shall be liable, at the order of the Minister of 
Communications, to carry mails and parcel postal matter, or articles 
for the use of the postal or parcel postal service, without charge. 
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Art. XI. Owners of ships, or their successors, who have 
received a certificate according to Article III., and the bonus for 
the development of mercantile marine, shall not be permitted, 
either during the voyage or for three years after the completion 
of the voyage, to sell, let, hypothecate, exchange, or give away, or 
in any way borrow money upon the said ship, to or from any 
foreigner, except the bounty received be first returned, or in case 
of some unavoidable catastrophe or forcible detention, or in case 
permission be received from the Minister of Communications. 

Art. XII, The Minister of Communications may issue orders 
to captains or commanders of vessels in regard to matters which 
concern the duty of the owners according to this law. 

Art. XIII. Any person who shall obtain the bonus for the 
development of the mercantile marine by an act of fraud, or shall 
violate Article XL., shall be liable to imprisonment for from one 
to five years, and a fine of from 200 to 1,000 yen. 

Any person who may not have committed the crime, but 
intended to do so, shall be prosecuted according to the law of 
“intent to violate the criminal law.” 

Art. XIV. Any person who shall violate the orders of the 
Minister of Communications, issued in accordance with this law, 
or Article IX., shall be liable to a fine of from 20 to 500 yen. 

Art. XV. The procedure of “collective offences” shall not be 
used against a person vivlating this law. 

Art. XVI. In case the owner of any vessel, or, with respect to 
Article XII., any captain or commander shall violate this law, 
the bonus for the development of the mercantile marine may be 
withheld by the Minister of Communications. 

Art. XVIII. The several articles of this law shall be enforced 
against the members or managers of the company who are 
responsible for the transaction of the company’s business. 

in XIX. This law shall go into effzct from October 1, 1896. 


Law for the Encouragement of Shipbuilding. 


Art. I. Any mercantile company composed of Japanese subjects 
only as members and shareholders, which shall establish a ship- 
yard with the capacity determined by the Minister of State for 
Communications, and shall manufacture ships, shall receive money 
for the encouragement of shipbuilding according to the articles 
of this law. 

Art. II. The ships for which money for the encouragement of 
shipbuilding may be received according to this law are limited to 
iron or steel vessels of 700 tons or more gross tonnage, and 
construction under the direction of, and in accordance with, the 
regulations for shipbuilding determined by the Minister of Com- 
munications. 

Art. III. The money for the encouragement of shipbuildin 
shall be given at the rate of 12 yen per ton, gross tonnage, an 
20 yen per ton, gross tonnage, fur ships of 1,000 tons or more, 
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When the engine is manufactured together with the ship, 
5 yen per horse-power shall be added. If the engine be made in 
another manufactory of Japan, with the previous consent of the 
Minister of Communications, the same treatment will be 
accorded. 

Art. IV. In the manufacture of ships and engines which are to 
teceive money for the encouragement of shipbuilding, it shall not 
be allowed to use any article made in foreiga countries, except 
such as may be permitted in the regulations determined by the 
Minister of Communications. 

Art. V. Any person who shall receive money for the encourage- 
ment of shipbuilding by an act of fraud shall be liable to im- 
prisonment for from one to five years, and a fine of from 200 to 
1,000 yen, and shall return the bonus fraudulently received. 

Any person who may not have actually committed the above 
crime, but shall be guilty of the intent to do so, shall be 
prosecuted according to the law of “intent to violate the criminal 
law.” 

Art. VI. The procedure of “collective offences against the 
criminal law” shall not be used in the case of a person violating 
these regulations. 

Art VIL The above two articles shall be enforced against the 
members or managers of the company who are responsible for the 
transaction of the company’s business. 

Art. VIII. This law shall be enforced during 15 years, from 
October 1, 1896. 
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iX.—~THE LUMBER TRADE OF NEW BRUNSWICK 
AND NOVA SCOTIA IN 1896.* 


An improved condition of things, as compared with 12 months 
ago, exists in the Maritime Provinces with respect to the timber 
trade. The tone of the market is more satisfactory, and the views 
‘of operators more cheerful than in January last year. While the 
winter of 1894-95 was favourable for getting out logs, water was 
scarce in the streams in the succeeding spring and much stock 
came late to market, retarding the early sawing of logs and 
forcing shipments into the later months of the season, when higher 
freights and fall insurance lessened or entirely wiped out profits. 
The present winter has been, so far, favourable, and the prospects 
are that the output of logs will be an average one for the force 
employed, which is not larger than last year. 

he circular of Mr. J. B. Snowball, Chatham, Miramichi, 
supplies a review of the trade, with statistics of the kind usually 
supplied by him for years. According to this circular, the 
Government of New Brunswick has now 4,536,320 acres of 
timber lands under license, inst 2,780,800 acres in 1892. 
In the Miramichi section nearly everything available has been 
taken up, and lands so poorly wooded that they would not 
be looked at a few years since are now eagerly sought for. 
There is here, therefore, a clear indication of the activity now 
being shown in lumbering in New Brunswick, Fifteen years ago, 
the circular goes on, ‘the logs brought to market were not 
considered of fair quality if it took over eight pieces to make a 
thousand superficial feet of deals, &c.; now 16 pieces to the 
1,000 superficiul feet is considered fair stock. This, taken with 
a reduction in export of 27 per cent., looks as if the forests were 
overworked. The above remarks may be applied to all New 
Brunswick and Nova Scotia, and present prices do not appear 
to bring an adequate return for the forests depleted.” A word of 
warning which, surely, the authorities of neither province can 
afford to ignore. 

Reference is made to the general depression in business in 
the United Statcs last year as having nearly stopped lumber 
shipments to that country, and throwing a large extra quantity 
on the British market. As there are signs of business confidence 
being restored in the States, however, Canada may expect, in 
Mr. Snowball’s opinion, a renewal of shipments particularly from 
St. John and Nova Scotia ports to the relief of other markets. 
There were some who looked for a marked increase in trade with 
France under the new tariff of that country. It appears, however 
that the export of wood to France under the new tariff. has 


* From an article in the Toronto “ Monetary Times” of Jan. 15, 1897. 
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not come up to expectations. There was shipped from New 
Brunswick in 1896 to France and French Algerian ports, 15 
cargoes, containing 12,398,000 superficial feet against 16 cargoes 
last year, containing 10,240,000 superticial feet. The stock of 
merchantable spruce deals wintering at Miramichi is 6,000 St. 
Petersburgh standards, against 6,630 standards last year. The 
stock at present at St. John is estimated to be 20,000 standards, 

The total of hewn and sawn wood shipped from New Bruns- 
wick poits across the Atlantic in 1896 is computed at 386,039,977 
superficial feet of deals, &c., and 10,215 tons of timber, which is 
an increase of 4,657,403 superficial feet of deals and 899 tons of 
timber over the shipments of 1895: 

This aggregate for 1896 is the largest for 10 years, the average 
from the province being 308,200,000 feet, ranging from 250 
millions in 1887 to 369 millions in 1889; from 253 millions in 
1891 to 326 millions in 1894, The destination of St. John deals, 
&c., was as under :— 


Sup. ft.. 
Ports. Deals, &e. Pine Birch 
Tons. Tons. 
Bristol Channel - - 38,910,655 
Fleetwood - - 6,494,716 
Glasgow 12,973,289 ~~ 500 
Liverpool - - 66,916,588 128 7,860 
London ~ - - 4,676,698 —_ 1,156 
Manchester Canal - 5,489,193 _ —_ 
ales 2,221,495 376 
Total - - 167,246,442 128 9,892 


St. John shipped across the Atlantic in 1889 no less than 
180,167,000 superficial feet of deals, and this year 167,246,000, 
the average being 147,377,000 feet in each year of deals: of 
birch timber, 7,000 tons, while pine has almost ceased to be 
shipped, having run down from 4,000 tons a year in 1885 and 
1886 to 324 tons and 128 tons in the last two years. 

From Nova Scotia the shipments for 1896 comprise 123,116,389 
superficial feet of deals, &c. and 4,308 tons of timber. 

The average shipment of deals from Nova Scotia ports for the 
last 10 years is found to have been 97,800,000 superficial feet per 
annum, beginning with 82 millions in 1887, and advancing until 
during the last four years it has been over 100 millions. 
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X.—THE CANE-SUGAR INDUSTRY OF BRITISH 
GUIANA IN 1896.* 


For years the hope has been held out to sugar growers in the 
British colonies that Governments and people on the continent 
of Europe, growing weary of sugar bounties, were ready and 
anxious to accomplish their abolition. ‘The dismay of the colonists 
can be imagined when, during 1896, the bounties given on export 
of sugar from the continent, instead of being abolished, were 
increased. The over-prvduction of sugar, caused by the stimulus 
of bounties on export, made the article a drug in the market, 
and prices were forced lower than the average cost of production. 
Everything possible was done in the colony to reduce the cost of 

reduction so as to bring it in a line with the selling price, and 
the economies practiscd on sugar estates now-a-days would 
stagger the a of by-gone and prosperous times. But there 
is ‘a point below which economy cannot be judiciously carried 
without injury, and in the opinion of many well able to judge 
that point has been reached in connection with the sugar im- 
dustry. It is impossible to foresee what the near future has in 
store for the sugar cstates, but it is certain that, given just and 
equitable treatment, the staple industry of British Guiana can 
still hold the field against all competitors. 

The all important question at the moment is, Can sugar be 
produced with profit under the present condition ? few 
favoured and well-equipped estates, with abundance of fertile 
land and an ample labour supply, can keep things together with 
lst sugar polarising 96° selling at 2} cents per lb.; but the 
majority of estates would not be worth carrying on with sugar at 
a less average price than 24 cents per lb. for 96° crystale. The 
depreciation and wear and tear of machinery, &c., firstly has to 
be provided for, and this item is liable to be overlooked during 
hard times. On a sugar estate capable of turning out 120 tons 
lst sugar per week, working 15 hours per day, say an annual 
crop of 2,000 tons Ist sugar, the machinery, buildings, dwellings 
for staff, hospital, labourers, cottages, bridges, &c., would represent 
a capital expenditure of not less than 200,000 dols. A sum 
of 6 per cent. per annum on this amount would_be a reasonable 
charge to cover depreciation and wear and tear. 

During 1896 weather was favourable to agriculture in most 
districts of the colony. ‘The first four months of the year were 

exceptionally dry, and on estates where a poor spring had been 
' obtained, great difficulty was experienced in establishing fields 
by means of supplies. “Heavy rains set in during May, and a 
very rapid growth followed, except where advanced canes were 
already stunted beyond recovery, or where young canes had 
suffered too severely from dry weather. The average yield 


* Based on an article in the Demerara “ Argosy,” January 2nd, 1897, 
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obtained in Berbice was over 2 tons Ist sugar per acre, and in 
North Essequebo ubout 1} tons lst sugar per acre. The weather 
suited the Berbice and Demerara river estates, and these reaped 
a heavier crop than for many years past. The total rainfall for 
the year averaged 75 to 80 inches. Ina few districts extreme 
drought prevailed during one part of the year, and excessive 
rainfall during anothcr, and growth of canes was seriously retarded, 
a poor crop being reaped in consequence. The majority of 
estates will show a profit on the year’s working, but it must be 
borne in mind that these estates, favoured with suitable weather, 
reaped a crop above the average, that strenuous efforts were made 
to curtail expenditure in every direction, and that no outlay was 
incurred except such as was essential to the immediate carrying 
on of theestate:. The rind fungus did extensive damage to canes 
on many estates. The juice from canes during 1896 was poorer 
than during any former year, it may be eaid, within the memory of 
the oldest planter. letters and articles published from time to 
time have given misleading statements as to the average sugar 
contents of the cene, evidently basing these on the erroneous figures, 
arising from the faulty system of analysis, found in old books on 
sugar, and have concluded therefore that enormous and preventible 
loss is sustained through bad manufacture. As a matter of fact, the 
following is a fair statement of the average work done in a 
Demerara factory last year :— 


Composition of Canes. 


Per cent. 
Cane sugar - - - 12 
Glucose - - - 1 
Fibre - - ~ - 125 


Juice extracted by double crushing 72 per cent. on weight of 
canes :— 


Per cent. 
Loss of sugar in extraction by wills - - 2° 
Loss of sugar in manufacture largely recovered 
in molasses - - - - 2 
Sugar recovered polarization 100° — - - 8 


It would cost more to recover the 2 per cent. sugar left in 
megass, or an appreciable portion of it, than the value of the 
sugar so obtained. 

he exports of sugar for the year amounted to 109,207 tons. 
The exports for the three previous years stood as follows :— 


Tons. 
1893 - 103,464 
1894 - - 102,897 
1895 - - 101,160 


The exports for 1896 were the largest since 1892, when 
114,075 tons were exported, and the yield of sugar per acre 
during 1896 was about 10 per cent. above that of the preceding 
three years. 
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The land under cane cultivation during 1896 was 66,908 acres, 
as compared with the under-noted acreayes during the preceding 
five years :— 


1891 


- 78,777 
1892 - - - - 76,101 
1893 - - - 75,926 
1894 - - - - 70,012 
1895 - 68,000 


The reduction in area under cane cultivation continues slowly 
but steadily. During recent years a few estates, the property of 
absentee proprietors, have been sold for about one-tenth of the 
cost of machinery and a to individuals and syndicates 
resident in the colony. The absentee proprietor could find the 
sinews of war to meet and tide over a time of depression, and 
faced many a year with an adverse ba'ance before losing heart and 
sacrificing his estates; but the new owners, who are endeavouring 
to prevent once flourishing estates lapsing into bush, are not as a 
rule backed up by much capital, and are probably watchful and 
ready to cut adrift from estates upon the very first indication 
that to carry them on may prove non-profitable. 

As the year 1897 commences, there are 64 estates in the colony 
on which sugar is manufactured. The largest area in cultivation 
on any one estate is 3,223 acres, and the smallest 167 acres. 
There are four estates with upwards of 2,000 and less than 
3,000 acres, five with upwards of 1,500 and less than 2,000 acres, 
and 18 with upwards of 1,000 and less than 1,500 acres under 
cane cultivation. 

The labour supply was sufficient to meet the demand during 
the greater part of the year, but towards its close great difficulty 
was experienced on many eétates in obtaining the labourers 
required, and in some districts very necessary tillage work had to 
be left undone as labourers could not be got to work, although 
the rates of wages uffered were as high as those ruling 10 years 
ago. If sugar estates are to be cagried on, the continuance of 
immigration is as necessary now as ever. A supply of reliable 
and cheap labour is a sine gud non to the success of the sugar 
. industry in British Guiana. It is asserted by careless and short- 

sighted speakers and writers that immigration is carried on for the 
benefit of the planters at the expense of the general community. 
Including immigration fees, acreage tax, hospitals, dwellings, &c., 
immigration costs the sugar estates an average of 6 dols. for every 
ton of sugar made. The planters would be pleased to get quit of 
this expense, but they, in conjunction with all thinking colonists, 
recognise the fact that with no immigration there would be no 
sugar industry. It is well known that every immigrant repays to 
the colony the cost of “his introduction by his consumption of 
dutiable goods ; and by increasing the euporis he adds largely to 
the general welfare of thecommunity. During the 1896 immigra- 
tion seaeon four ships arrived, bringing immigrants equal to 2,248 
statute adults, whilst three ships left the colony, carrying immi- 
grants back to India equal to 1,900 statute adults. These return 
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coolies took with them 76,775 dole, in money and jewellery. The 


number of immigrants introduced during the four previous seasons 
was as follows :-—. 


1892 - - ei. 
1893 - - - 4,451 
1894 - 5,569 
1895 - - eee - 6,051 


During 1897 the indentures of nearly 5,000 immigrants will 
expire ; about 2,000 may be expected to return to India, and with 
labour required in connection with the construction of new rail- 
ways, it is certain sugar estates will be in difficulties as regards a 
supply of labour at reasonable rates, At least 2,000 immigrants 
should be introduced during 1897, to replace those who will 
return to India during the year. The time has certainly arrived 
when immigrants introduced should not be entitled to a free return 

e to India. It must be a relief to the Indian Government 
to get rid ofa portion of the teeming population of that country 
by means of emigration, especially as from time to time, owing 
to the failure of crops many thousands of them are liable to 
suffering and even death by starvation. The immigrant whose lot 
is cast in British Guiana, with its fertile soil and kindly climate, 
if he cares to exert himself, need have no fear of suffering from 
want of food. The free immigrants are now locating themselves 
far and wide over the settled districts of the colony, forming 
village communities, in many cases not within a dlay’s journey of 
the nearest sugar estate. They cultivate rice and ground pro- 
visions, rear cattle and other stock, and live in semi-idleness—a 
happy and contented people. 

The uncertainties and difficulties surrounding the sugar in- 
dustry during 1896 prevented any outlay on improvements or new 
machinery, except such as was absolutely necessary to keep the 
estates going. Great caution has to be observed in the investment 
of capital in an industry, wlfore very existence lies from year to 
year at the mercy of foreign Governments. ‘The disturbance in 
the sugar market caused by export bounties can be judged by the 
fact that the selling price of sugar varied by 50 per cent. during 
last year. 

The outlook for 1897 is not very encouraging as far as the 
sugar market is concerned, but the unexpected often happens, and 
sugar may rise and remain at a paying level during the year. 
The growing crop is in a satisfactory condition. Gocd showers 
fell in Demerara and Essequebo during the closing month of 1896, 
and replanting and supplying operations were pushed forward. 
‘Che rainfall in Berbice was very light during December, and 
heavy showers are wanted in that county to permit of young 
cultivation being satisfactorily established. 
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XIL—THE “SHINIA” AND LAUREL LEAVES OF 
CYPRUS. 


A despatch, dated 6th January last, has been received at the 
Board of Trade from the Chief Secretary of Cyprus, enclosing 
translation of pamphlets by Mr, P. Gennadius, Director of 
Agriculture in that irland, on the industry connected with the 
cultivation of the shinia and laurel shrubs. : 

Pistacia Lentiscus is a shrub that grows abundantly in most 
parts of Cyprus, and is called in the island shinia, and a variety of 
this shinia is the mastic shruo of Schio, the leaves only of which 
have a commercial value, serving as a tanning and painting 
material. 

From the wood of this shrub charcoal of good, quality is mad 
and from its seed, which is eaten by goats and pigs, oil can be 
extracted good, not only for burning purposes, but, in case of 
necessity, for food as well. " 

For some time shinia leaves were exported from Cyprus to 
England by the Cyprus Company, but in small quantities only 
and it is stated the price paid for them was 8 paras per oke. 
But the principal market for shinia leaves is Palermo in Sicily, 
to which port there is an annual experiation from Tunis of 
10,060 tons, and ihere they are used chiefly for the adulteration 
of sumach (Rhus Coriaria), which is grown in large quantities in 
Sicily, and is thence exported to England and France. A good 
quality of shinia leaves is also consumed at Lyons as a dyeing 
material for silk stuffs. 

The dry leaves are bonght at Tunis by Italian merchants at 
24 frs. (2s.) for every 100 kilogs. (78 one and are sent to 
Palermo packed in sacks, where they are cold at 44 to 7 frs, 
(3s. 7d. to 5s, 9d.) for every 100 kilos. 

The crop is gathered from the month of April to the month of 
September, the leafy branches of the shrub being cut off, laid in 
heaps on the ground, and left there until dry. This takes 

lace generally in four or five days, during which the heaps are 
left undisturbed, in order that as few leaves as possible should 
come into direct contact with the sun, the effect of which is 
to bleach and overdry them, and thus depreciate their value. 
After being dried the branches are beaten with a flail to detach 
the leaves, which are then packed in sacks and placed on the 
market for sale. 

Before the beating takes place, the top branckes which cover 
each heap are removed and thrown away, because the leaves of 
those branches, being bleached and burnt up by the sun, are not 
only useless, but also injurious, when rubbed and mixed with the 
rest of the produce. 
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Shinia leaves should not be gathered after rain, an inferior 
quality being then obtained. 

Auother shrub, the laurel of Apollo (Zaurus nobilis), is a most 
useful plant, its wood, leaves, and fruit being all available for 
various purposes. 

The wood, although not very strong, serves, nevertheless, for 
building and cabinet making, and for fuel. The fruit resembles 
small olives, and when pressed yields a greenish oil as thick as 
butter, and exhaling a strong, pleasant odour. This oil, well 
known to commerce as “ laurel oil,” is used in pbavmacy and in 
perfumery, and has the property of aire. away insects. 

The leaves serve as a seasoning for cooked or P snye gn meats 
and fish, for which —_ they are dried and sold in the markets, 
or are exported to other countries, where the tree itself will not 
flourish. 

A considerable exportation of laurel leaves from Greece and 
the East is annually made to Austria (through Trieste) and the 
United States of America (through New York). The leaves are 
also used fur packing in boxes of choice kinds of raisins and fi 
in order to impart to those fruits the fragrance of the lanrel oil 
and drive away injurious insects. 

In veterinary surgery laurel leaves are considered to be an 
excellent external remedy against various cattle parasites, the 
- of the animals most attacked by flies and other parasites 

ing repeatedly washed with a decoction of the same. 

The laurel doth is propagated only through its seeds, which 
are sown as freshly as possible, direct in the soil and not in pots 
or boxes, as is required for the seeds of some other plants. It 
prospers in a rather temperate soil, such as that of the southern 
range of the mountains of Cyprus, and, where the soil and climate 
is suitable, will begin to bear fruit four or five years after the seed 
has been first sown. 
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XIL—CUSTOMS TARIFF AND REGULATIONS OF 


THE GERMAN SOUTH-WEST AFRICAN PRO- 
TECTORATE. 


A despatch, dated January 6th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Berlin, enclosing translation of a Customs 
ordinance with executive regulations, and the Customs tariff 
for the German South-West African Protectorate, as follows :— 


Customs OrDINANCE FOR THE German Soutn-West 
AFRICAN PROTECTORATE. 
General Provisions, 

Sec. 1. All natural products, as well as those of industry and 
the arts, with the exception of firearms and ammunition, may be 
imported, exported, or pass in transit throughout the whole 
Protectorate.- 

Sec. 2. The importation and exportation of firearms and 
ammunition is subject to the special regulations issued on the 
subject. 

Further exceptions to the general principle laid down in Sec. 1 
may be made temporarily for particular articles under special cir- 
cumstances or for reasons of public health or security, either for 
the whole or a part of the Protectorate. 

See. 3. Articles imported into or exported from the Protec- 
torate are free of Customs duty, unless import or export duties 
are laid down for them in the Customs tariff. Goods passin 
through the Protectorate in transit may be allowed to go free o 
duty under the conditions stated in the regulations to be issued 
on the subject. 

Sec. 4. The person who is the owner of the dutiable article at 
the time when the payment of Customs duty is due, is responsible 
for such payment towards the Government. All goods upon 
which a claim for Customs duty still rests shall be considered as 
under Customs control, and are liable for the amount of the duty 
without regard to rights which a third party may bave upon 
them. They can be detained until payment is made or may 
eventually be confiscated. 


Term of Prescription for Customs Duties, 


Sec. 5. All claims for Customs duties, either immediate or 
supplementary, as also, all appeals ‘against ‘excessive or undue 
Customs charges, shall lapse by prescription within three years of 
the day on which the payment of duty was due. 

This term does not apply to the responsibility of Customs 
pes towards the Government or to the payment of evaded 
uties, 
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Arranyements for the Supervision and Levying of 
Custums Duties. 

See. 6. The frontiers of the Protectorate towards foreign terri- 
tories constitute the Customs boundary. ‘The importation and 
exportation of goods is only allowed— 

1. By sea at the ports of Liideritzbucht, Tsoakhaubmucd, 
and Cape Cross, and at other places which may be subsequently 
appointed : 

2. By land on roads leading from foreign territory into the 
Protectorate, which convey considerable traffic from abroad, and 
are specially recognised as such. 

The loading and unloading of goods leaving or entering the 
Protectorate may only take place with the permission of the 
Customs authorities. 

Sec. 7. The Customs and police stations are entrusted with the 
supervision of goods which are being exported or imported, and have 
to see that the Customs duties are duly paid. The officials and 
employees of these stations are authorised to examine any transport 
of goods within the Protectorate. Besides the above, all members 
of the constabulary and all officials of the Imperial Governor's 
office are bound to prevent, or to report for further ‘inquiry, any 
breaches of the Customs regulations which may come to their 
knowledge in the execution of their official duties. 


Declaration of Goods. 


Sec. 8. All goods which are to be imported into or exported from 
the Protectorate, without distinction as to whether they are subject 


to Customs duties or free, must be declared by the carrier in 
writing and on an official form (in duplicate) to the nearest 


Customs or police station. 
This declaration must contain-—— 
1. The name and residence of the carrier (Waarenfiihrer). 
2. The number, marking, and mode of packing of the cases. 
3. The nature of the goods, according to their customary 
commercial description, together with their gross 
weight, measure, or number. 

If one case contains a variety of goods, they must be declared 
singly according to their kind and weight. 

The declaration must also contain, in the case of imports, the 
country of origin of the goods and the name and residence of 
the consignee ; in the case of exports, the country of destination 
and the signature of the exporter (person who draws up the 
declaration). 

These declarations must be made out in the German language and 
according to German weights and measures ; they must be legibly 
written, and without erasures. Declarations which do not conform 
to these conditions can be rejected. The carrier or exporter may, 
however, on payment of a fixed fee, cause the declaration to be 
drawn up oH officials of the Customs station in accordance 
with his verbal statements. 
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The exporter or consignee is responsible for the correctness of 
the declaration, even when it has been drawn up by an agent. 


Method of Customs Examination. 


Sec, 9. The Customs examination extends to the verification of 
the correctness of the Customs declaration, especially with r 
to the number, marking, and mode of packing of the cases, their 
contents, and the weight, number, or measure of the Where 
there is no cause to suspect that the Customs tion is in- 
correct, the stations are entitled to restrict themselves to the 
examination and weighing of a sample case, or to refrain altogether 
from opening the cases. 

Manual labour connested with the examination, such as the 
opening of cases, placing the goods on the weighing machine, 
&c. must be defrayed , the persons who are liable for the 
Customs duty or their representatives. 


Payment of Customs Duties. 


Sec. 10. Goods upon which the duty is levied by weight are 
charged according to their gross weight except where the 
Customs tariff provides otherwise. 

If dutiable and free goods, or goods subject to different rates 
of duty, are packed in the same case, they shall be unpacked, 
weighed separately, and charged according to their net weight, 
unless the owner expressly prefers that duty should be charged 
by gross weight and according to the highest of the different 
rates. 


Calculation of tare or a general deduction for tare does not 
take place. 


Sec. 11. The duty is levied according to the Customs rate 
which was in force at the time when the goods were declared for 
exportation or importation at the frontier station. 

With regard to the weight,» measurements, of imported 

oods, the result of the final examination shall form the basis of 
the Customs charges. If discrepancies are discovered between 
the weight, &c. of goods according to the declaration or Customs 
examination at the frontier, and that ascertained at a station in 
the interior, they may pass unchallenged if they can be explaine!l 
by natural causes (breakage, evaporation, &c.), 

For goods which arrive in a damaged or spoilt condition, the 
Director of Customs may grant entire or partial exemption from 
duty, upon an application supported by a certificate izsued by the 
Customs and police stations; the same applies to goods which are. 
re-exported before being finally cleared. 

See. 12. The duty on imported goods must be paid at the 
nearest Customs or police station immediately after their entry 
into the Protectorate ; that on exported goods must be paid before 
they cross the frontier. 
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The duplicate copy of the Customs declaration, with a receipt 
for the amount of duty levied attached, shall be returned to the 
carrier as a voucher that duty has been paid to serve until he 
reaches his destination. The bills of lading prescribed by the 
“ Ordinance for traffic in the interior of the Protectorate” must 
be stamped at the nearest Customs or police station before the 
journey is begun. 

Sec. 13. As an exception to the provisions of section 12, traders 
and merchants who possess establishments in the interior of the 
Protectorate may, by applying beforehand to the Director of 
Customs, obtain leave to pay the duty on imported goods at a 
Customs or police station in the interior, instead of at the frontier. 
In this case the applicants must provide a regulation weighing 
machine and the necessary weights at the place where the duty is 
to be paid. 

Goods upon which duty is levied in this manner must neverthe- 
less be declared at the frontier station in the usual way, and must 
be examined to verify the declaration in regard to the correctness 
of the number, marking, and mode of packing of the cases. The 
cases need not be opened except when it is suspected that the 
declaration of contents is incorrect. 

One copy of the declaration, marked with a certificate of 
examination, is then returned to the carrier, and must accompany 
the goods to the place where the duty is to be paid. The police 
authorities at the latter place then proceed to the final determina- 
tion and levying of the Customs duty. 

A receipt for the duty paid, which must contain the particulars 
of the declaration, must be given to the carrier as a voucher to 
serve for the further transit (if any) to the place of destination. 


See. 14. The permission to pay Customs duties at stations in 
the interior instead of at the frontier, may also be granted on a 
single occasion or as a permanency, to the persons residing in the 
Protectorate who shall make a written application to that effect to 
the Imperial Director of Customs, provided that they can afford 
sufficient security for the ultimate prea of such duties. The 
method of clearing is the same as that prescribed in section 13. 


Itinerant Traders, 


Sec. 15. So-called itinerant traders, if they import the wares 
required for their trading expedition directly from abroad shall, 
after payment of Customs duty at the frontier, retain and carry 
‘with them the receipted duplicate copy of the Customs declaration 
(section 12) during their journey, as a proof that duty has been 
paid. If, on the other hand, they provide themselves with the 
necessary wares from stores within the Protectorate, they must 
obtain from the store-owners, before beginning their journey, 

ial and separate bills of lading for such of the goods as are 
liable to duty, and these bills of lading must be provided with an 


| | 
i 
| | 
| 

| 
| 
| 

| 


Feb. 1897.) TARIFF,.OF GERMAN) APRIOAN PROTEOTORATE, 177 


official certificate from 
what store the goods are derived. .This certificate serves as 
voucher during the transport of the goods, . The regulations laid 
pope for itinerant traders by special decrees are not touched by 
the above. 


' Sec. 16. Travellers who carry dutiable goods with them which 
are not intended for purposes of trade, need make a verbal 
declaration only ; or they may allow their effects to be examined 
without making any declaration. In the latter. case they will only 
be held responsible for an intention to smuggle if they have sought 
to conceal dutiable goods in their luggage by special arrangements. 


Customs Treatment of Goods Imported or Exported through 
Imperial Post Office. 

Sec. 17. Goods imported or exported by post, must be:provided, 
when they are handed in to,the post office for conveyance, with’ a 
declaration of contents in German, English, or French, containing 
the particulars which are required for the International. Parcels 
Post in other countries belonging to the postal. union. Postal 
parcels arriving from abroad, together with: their Customs. declara- 


tions, must be handed over by the. post office to:.the Customs — 


station at their postal destination, where the addressee or. his 
representative may receive them after they have been..examined 
and the duty (if any) paid. In. the case of postal parcels, leaving 
the Protectorate, the Customs clearance must be Disined by the 
sender before the parcel is handed in to the post office. 
All letters, irrespective of weight, are free of duty or any 
Customs treatment. 
‘Warehouses, 
Sec. 18. For the encouragement of transit trade and. internal 
commerce, and for the purpose cf granting Customs, credit,..public 
bonded warehouses may be established under special. piss 
to be determined by the Governor, or the establishment of, private 
warehouses under Customs supervision may be ..permitted on 


application. 
Lransit Trade. 

Sec. 19. Goods which pass'from the Protectorate into foreign 
territory and are re-imported, are free of duty... Sueh goods must 
-be shown and.declared at the Customs station of) exit, who will 
stamp and) certify the declaration and deliver it to the:carrier:in 
order that it may serve.ag.a-voucher for their free re-importation. 
If the goods in question are subject .to,export: duty; the: assount 
of such duty must be determined and deposited at: the stationiof 
exit... The deposit is.returned’ on. production of a certificate “from 
the Customs. station through which the goods are rea 
‘Similarly, in the measure Sesoesoteiniihe regulations ‘to:be issued 
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on the subject, exemption from import duty may be accorded to — 
foreign goods which are proved to be destined for transit through 
the German Protectorate under special Customs supervision. 


Searching of Houses and Persons. 


Sec. 20. If reasons exist for suspecting that a person has been 
guilty of a breach of this Customs ordinance, or of aiding and 
abetting such breach by concealing prohibited or dutiable goods, 
a search for such goods may be instituted (including domiciliary 
and personal search) and he may be called upon to prove that 
duty has been paid. 


Office Hours, 

Sec. 21. Customs clearance for goods exported or imported by 
sea at the ports, takes place— 

On week days, from 8 to 12 a.m. and 3 to 5 p.m. 

On Sundays and holidays, from 9 to 10 a.m. 

The office hours shall be made known by a notice posted at the 
Customs station. Customs clearance can on demand take place 
out of office hours in cases of urgency (to which the clearance of 
steamers is reckoned), at any hour of the day or night, on pay- 
ment of a fee amounting for every period of six hours or less, to 
six marks for the chief of the station, and to three marks for 
— subordinate official or police constable employed in the 
wor 

The frontiers of the Protectorate may be crossed with dutiable 
goods at any hour of the day or night, on the authorised high 
roads. 


The Customs clearance of goods exported or imported by land 
must take place between 6 a.m. and 6 p.m. In cases of urgency 
the chief of a station is authorised to allow goods imported by 
land to be cleared during the night. In such cases the applicant 
must pay.fees equal in amount to those levied for clearance at 
the Customs ports out of office hours. . 

For Customs clearance which is carried out within the pre- 
scribed hours but at a distance from the Customs or police station 
Gn private houses, bonded warehouses, &c.) a fee is due amountin 

or each hour or less to M. 1°50 for the chief of the station 
one mark for every other official employed. . 


Penalties. 


Sec, 22. Any person who in contravention of this ordinance 
imports articles into the Protectorate, the importation of which is 
Seer same or 1s only allowed after certain prescribed conditions 

ve been fulfilled, is guilty of contraband, and shall be punished 


unless special decrees provide a higher penalty, by confiscation of 
the articles in question, together with a fine which shall amount 
to twice their value, but shall not be less than 30 marke. In case 
the culprit is unable to pay the fine, imprisonment not exceeding 
three months shall be imposed. 
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Sec. 23. Any person who evades import or export duties is 
guilty of smuggling, and is liable to confiscation of the goods 
concerned, and at the same time to a fine equal to four times the 
amount of the evaded duty. The original duty must be paid as 
well as the fine. 

In all cases where the value of the smuggled articles and the 
Customs duties payable upon them can no longer be ascertained, 
and where consequently the calculation of the regular fine and the 
confiscation of the goods is not possible, a fine shall be imposed, 
varying from 30 to 10,000 marks. ; 

In case of inability to pay, imprisonment may be ordered as in 
section 22. 


Sec. 24. An act of contraband shall be considered to have been 
committed whenever prohibited articles, or articles for the import- 
ation of which a special permission is necessary, shall have been 
omitted from the declaration, incorrectly declared, or concealed at 
the Customs examination. If, however, prohibited articles are 
declared in the regular manner at the frontier, the importer shall 
be allowed to re-export them. Should he refuse to do so they 
shall be confiscated or destroyed at his expense. 


Sec. 25. An act of smuggling shall be considered to have been 


committed— 


1. When dutiable FF ping in contravention of the present 
ordinance are imported or exported at places other than those 
appointed for the purpose, or are loaded or unloaded without the 
permission of the Customs authorities or at places other than 
those appointed as ports of entry. 


2. When dutiable goods are intentionally not declared at the 
Customs station, when they are declared incorrectly, or in such 
manner as to subject them to a lower rate of duty. 

3. When dutiable articles are concealed or hidden at the 
Customs examination. 


4, When dutiable articles which are under Custome supervision 
are arbitrarily disposed of. 


Sec. 26. If prohibited or dutiable articles destined for impor- 
tation or exportation are concealed, with a view to the evasion of 
the prohibition or of the Customs regulations, in secret receptacles 
or in any other manner which makes their discovery difficult, the 
fines provided in sections 22 and 23 shall be increased by 50 per 
cent. 

If a person accused of contraband or of smuggling can afford 
credible proof that he did not intend to commit those acts, he 
shall merely incur the penalty for infraction of this ordinance 
provided in section 28, « 

Sec. 27. In case of a repetition of the offences of contraband 
or smuggling, subsequent to a previous legally confirmed con- 
demnation, besides the confiscation of the goods the fines imposed 
by sections 22 and 23 shall be doubled. be 
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In the case of a’ second or any further réjietition the ‘fines shall 
is increase of the pases shall not take effect, however, if 
since the time when the fine or imprisontnent was imposed a 
period of three years has elapsed. 

The principles to be followed’ in the punishment of attempted 
offences and in the case ‘of acconijlices shall’ be those of the 
criminal code’of'the German Empire. 

See. 28. All other infractions of this ordinance, and the pub- 
lished regulations for its execution, shall be punished, except in |. 
cases where the penalties for contraband or smuggling have been 
applied, by a fine varying from 1 to 150 marks. 

Sec. 29. In cases of smuggling, when the amount of the fine, 
including the value of the confiscated goods, does not exceed 300 
marks, and when the acctised person admits the justice of the 
punishment, the penalties may be determined and carried out by 
the Customs or police station concerned. . 

‘In all other cases the chiefs of districts or other officials 
specially authorised by'the Governor shall determine and levy the 


Against the decision of these officials the accused may lodge an 
appeal with the Director of Customs within three months, anda 
further appeal against the decision of the latter may be lodged 
with the Governor within three further months. 

The costs of the proseoigs are borne by the losing party. 
The Customs authorities who have imposed the penalty must be 
duly informed ‘when an appeal against their decision has been 
lodged. 

of ‘the ‘above course of appeal to the higher 
administrative authorities, the aceused is also at liberty to bring 
an appeal before a court’of law. Sentences of imprisonment can 
only be adjudged and put into execution by the Imperial law 
courts. 


Sec. 30. Bribery or insults to the authorities or officials 
entrusted with the execution of the Customs regulations shall be 
et according to the provisions of the criminal code of the 

rman Empire. tony. 

Sec. 31. Against all decisions of the Customs’ ‘stations’ in 
tariff or administrative’ questions, the person whose interests 
are touched by such decisions may lodge'a complaint with 
the Director of Oustoms within three months, and against the 
decision of the latter he may appeal to the Imperial Governor 
within @ farther three months. The fact that a comiplaint 
has been lodged’ does not suspend the execution of the original 

Sec. 32. Ignorance of the provisions of this ordinance, and of 
the administrative regulations issued for its execution, :cannot be 
pleaded:asian:exouse, ‘even by foreigners, fer-infraction of it. 
Ses. 33: Offences of contraband: and. smuggling (sections 22 
and 23) are not punishable after three years, simple infractions 
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of the regulations after one year, counting from the day on which 
committed. 
e claim for payment of duties fraudulently withheld lapses 
by ovate in five years. 
ad ec. 84. This ordinance comes - into force on the 1st of Decem- 
r 1896. 


Customs ror German SouTs Arnica. 
A.—Import Duties. 


Description of Goods. 


Beer of all kinds - - - 

(a.) Hats of all kinds - 

(6.) Caps of all kinds - 

Coffee and cocoa’ - 

Preserves and articles of food of all kinds (meat, 
vegetables, fruit, sauces, milk, butter, fat, biscuits, 
confectioners’ wares, &c.) which are contained in 
hermetically closed tius, bottles, jars, or are 

merely dried, salted, or otherwise preserved 

Mineral waters, natural or artificial 

Mineral oil (petroleum) - ~ 

_ Ammunition and blasting materials :— 

(a.). Cartridges of all kinds - - 
(6.) Gunpowder, peroussion 


Dynamite and other blasting material 
Saddlery of all kinds - 
(6.) Boots and shoes 


Soap 
ligners of all (except beer 
wines), 
containing alcohol, even it for for medicinal 


o 


eee. 


‘purposes - 
Tobacco: — 

(a.) 

ves, and cut 

Salt 
e - - 

eapons: — 

(a.) guns of all kinds 


saloon rifl 
(6.) Saloon ie, gus and ober 


Wine 
Textile fabrics of all ki “of wool, lt wool, 
linen.and.silk 


| 
| | Rate of Dat. 

: 1 1 kilog. gross | 
2 
5 | 
6 | ek 
8 
- | Pair 
9 | Bross 
10 
itre* 2°00 
: 1 kilog. gross, 0°50 
| 
18 0-02 
14 ” 0°75 
15 
Piece 20°00 
5-00 
16 1 kilog. gross 0°15 
17 
1 kilog, net 1-00 
18 | Sugar, raw, and refined of all kinds - - | 1 kilog. gross 0-10 ; 
* In the calculations of the contents of bottles, jars, &., vessels containing 
litre or less are counted as } litre, those containing more than } litre but less than 
: litre as } litre, and so on—each fraction of a } litre being counted as a whole 
one. 
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B.—Export Duties. 


Description of Goods. 


Guano of all kinds :— 

(a.) When exported in vessels which are entirely 
laden with - or up to more than 
three-quarters of their regi 
certificate of tonnage - - 

(6.) When exported in vessels laden with guano 
up to less than uarters of their 
register tonnage, and 

Sealskins - - - 
Ostrich feathers, raw or cleaned - 


from Duty. 


1. Goods and_effects which are brought to land in consequence 
of stress of weather or shipwreck, provided that they are re- 


2. All goods and effects belonging to the Imperial Governor, 
or destined for him. 

3. All articles of outfit for the officials of the Government of 
the Protectorate or the officers and men of the Imperial con- 
stabulary. 

4. Clothes and underclothing which persons entering the Pro- 
tectorate carry with them for their personal use. 

5. Small quantities of articles of food which travellers carry in 
their ] e for personal consumption. 

6. All Christian missionary establishments, without distinction 
of creed, may import free of duty articles which they require for 
their own use, and which are not intended for purposes of trade or 
barter, up to an annual amount corresponding to a duty of 
1,200 marks. Alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and cigars are 
excluded from this privilege. ; 


| 
| 
| Rate of Duty. | 
100 kilog. 8-00 
| 3 net 4-00 
| 
| 
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XIIL—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF BRAZIL. 


The following is a statement of the duties leviable under the 
new Customs tariff of Brazil on: Cotton, Wool, Flax, and Jute, 
and manufactures thereof :— 


No. 


Crass XV.—Corron. 


Raw or Prepared. 
iw, in 
Wadding, carded, or in gummed sheets 
Yarn : 


Twisted or plaited, for wicks - 
Twisted, or thread of all kinds, on bob- 
= clews, or skeins for sewing, 
, knitting, &c. - - 


Tissues and other Wares. 


Hat brims - 
Laces, tases, tapes, and similar goods 


Barége, adine, and other 
tissues specially mentioned : 


88 && 


Weighing 4 kilogs. or lees per 100 


Tarlatans, grenadines, &c. : 
metres 
Weighing more than 4 bilo. _per 100 


hoods and bounets: 
Knitted 
Not specially mentioned, - 

Velvets, velveteens, and 

and 


- 


& & 


Ticking oF striped, twiled, or imita: 


1838 
rate 
Duty. 
Duties. 
Reis. | Per Cent. 
447 - | Kilog. 200 48 7 
448 500 48 
449 1,000 48 
450 
Single, for warp or woof : , 
i Unbleached or bleached - - ie 800 15 
» 400 15 
» 500 15 
» 2,600 48 
451 1,000 
452 ” 10,400 
453 
For shoes - - - - » 2,400 
For other purposes - - - » 3,100 
454 | Flannels and plushes: 
Plain - - - - » 2,400 
» 5,200 
455 
» 20,800 48 
Weighing more than 4 kilogs. per 
100 sq. metres - - - ” 10,400 48 
20,800 
» 8,000 
- Pa 10,000 
Ad val, 
457 - | Kilog. 6,500 
458 ~ | Each 1,800 
459 Kilog. 3,000 
460 
; » 2,400 60 


—— 
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No. -——- Duty. 


461 | Covéts for parasols, 108, other 

articles - Kilog. 5,000 60 
462 | Muslins and cambric : 

Coarse, plain, or striped or 

j or coloured, for lining - PS 2,600 48 

Of any other kind, plain, fi 
damasked, embroidered, in ecks, 
need or spotted, white, dyed or 


Weighing 4 kiloge 
sq. metres » 16,000 48 
Weighing more than 4 kil ilogs. » 8,000 48 
In for garments, hoods, 
&e. 24,000 48 


463 | Shawls, mastios, handkerehiefs, 


 palas ” : 
Common, coarse, plain, twilled, 
damasked, white, d ed, printed, | or 
striped ; also of , batiste, satin- 
ette, muslin, tulle, Ke. - - » 5,200 48 
Handkerchiefs - 4,000 48 
Of lace - - - - Ad val. 62 


Nore 50.—Shawls, &c., which are trim- 
med with lace more than 3 centimetres wide 
will pay a surtax of 30 per cent. Hand- 
kerchiefs trimmed with lace, the width of 
which exceeds 3 centimetres, will pay in ad- 
dition to the increase of 30 per cent. another 
30 per cent. of the duty so augmented. 
When the width does not exceed 3 centi- 
metres. they will pay only an addition of 


30 per cent. to the duty applicable. 
464 | Hats: 
Plain - - - + | Each 1,600 48 
Trimmed . - ” 8,100 48 


Nore 51,—The duties on the hats include 
those on the cardboard or common wooden 
boxes in which sos are imported. 

465 | Girths - pe 1,700 48 
466 » quilted, or stuffed with este 

: wadding, « or lined with avy other material | Kilog. 2,400 48 
467 | Bed coverings of cotton, or of cotton mixed E 


with wool : 
White, dark, or striped, 
or without plush - 1,800 60 
Figured or damasked, imitation fustian 
and the like, white or coloured os eae 3,000 60 
468 | Rosettes and covers for parasols = - - 2,400 48 
469 | Cords, braids, and tresses of all kinds : 
Imitating straw, suitable for 
hats, plain or with glass beads ” 16,000 48 
All other kinds, including those known as 
“ mignardizes ” w 2,800 48 
470 | Parts of shoes, cut-out, Pay duty soeenting 53 
to the material 
471 | Horse-cloths and riding blankets (“ coxi- 
nilhos”) - - je os - ” 3,400 60 
472 | Damask - - - 5,000 48 


| | 
@ 
ad valorem 
Duties. 
| Reis. | Per Cent. 
| | 
| 
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Duty. 


Corsets - 
Tulle : 
Net or woven : 
Plain, weighing 4 kilogs. or oes per 
po” 8q. metres 
weig! more than 4 kilogs. 
Figured 
Gummed, forhat linings - 
Not specially mentioned 
Linings, &c., and edgings for hats, plale, 
gummed, or of oilcloth - 
Fastians, muslins, and satinettes : 
Plain 
Embroidered 
Galloons “ gregas,” fringes, ribbons, and 
similar 
Nankeen : 
Red and yellow - 
Not specially mentioned,, 
tissues (No. 497). 
Cravats, plain or embroidered - - 
Holland, raw, bleached, or coloured - 
Bed sheets, counterpanes, pillow cases, 
towels, and napkins : 
Embroidered, with lace or wo worked 
embroidery - 
Plain, duty according to the compo- 
nent tissue. 

Sailcloth and half-sailclgth 
Gloves : 
Coarse, for soldiers and servants - - 

Of any other quality - - - 
Hose-pipe  - - - 
Horse 

Of « xergh,” pay duty as “xerga” (No. 

511). 

Of other tissue 

Mantlets, chemisettes, and other wearing 

apparel of lace or other tissue 7 
Stockings and socks: 

Of Scotch yarn: 

Short, up to 20 contimetnes long in 
foot - 

Do., more than 20 do., éo.. 

Long, up to 20 


& & & 


Do., more than 20 
Not otherwise mentioned : 


Short, up to 20 centimetres it the 


Long, King in the 


Nore 52.—In case of an attempt at fraud 
as to the length of the foot, or an: other 
erroneous declaration, these articles s! be 
subject to the highest duty. “Clocks” or 
letters or monograms in cotton are not con- 
sidered as embroidery. 


\ 


185 
Equivalent 
Duties. 
Reis. | Per Cent. 4 
4 474 
Kilog. 28,400 
» 23,400 
6,500 
” 10,400 
475 
2,400 
476 
” 5,000 
7,800 
477 
10,400 
478 
4,000 
. 479 Dozen 2,600 48 
480 Kilog. 2,400 60 
481 
Ad val. 78 
482 Kilog. i 
ilog. »200 60 
Doz. pairs 3,100 48 
485 
Each 2,500/ 60 
486 . 
Ad val. 78 
487 
Doz. pairs 6,300 60 : 
” 12,500 60 
25,000 60 
» 1,800} 60 
4,000 60 
” 6,000 60 
4 | : 


Nore 53.—Cuffs and collars which are 
not attached to shirts pay duty separately. 
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Duties. 
488 Reis. | Per Cent. 
rome or for - | Kilog. 2,400 60 
Not specially mentioned - » 4,000 48 
489 | Calicos, madapolam, Trish cloth: 
White - me 2,400 60 
Dyed or printed : 
Dressed as cambric, imitating matin, 
known as batiste - e 5,000 48 
Not specially mentioned 4,000 48 
490 | Oileloth, with or without nap - - ae 1,800 48 
491 | Thin tissues (calicos): 
Common, gummed, white, dyed, or coloured 
only fit for linings, also varnished, trans- 
parent, for plans and charts - - > 2,400 60 
Not ly mentioned 
j 
| White - - ” 2,400 60 
| Dyed or . 4,000 48 
| Figured, checks 5,000 48 
492 | Cotton cloth 
| Unbleached, plain ortwilled =- -| ,, 1,500 60 
{ Bleached or dyed, plain or twilled - “ 2,400 60 
4 Figured or damasked, for tablecloths, &c. ne 3,600 60 
me. for towels and counterpanes - ne 2,400 60 
Striped, for tea tables (“‘ para ponches ”) » 3,600 60 
493 | Table covers : 
Embroidered . - Ad val, 78 
Not otherwise mentioned - -. - | Kilog. 4,000 60 
494 | Shirtings, white ordyed - 2,400 60 
495 | Nets of all kinds -| » 6,000 60 
496 Lace, of cotton or of cotton mixed with 
| wool or linen: 
articles Ad val. 62 
Not specially mentioned - - - Ps 26,000 48 
{ 497 | Striped tissues (ginghams): 
| 
5 millimetres 2,400 60 
| Having more than 12 threads a 4,000 48 
Figured, damasked, striped, or with pera Bx 5,000 48 
498 be = apparel, made up : 
Knitted - © =| Dozen 10,400 60 
Of all other kinds of tissues : 
Plain or with pleats - 19,500 60 
with linen fronts 87,700 60 
Drawers 
including those for - 9,900 60 
of - 16,900 60 
or shirts - 4,700 60 
Fronts for or with pleats 13,000 60 
s - | Doz. pairs 6,500 60 
Not specially mentioned : 
Knitted - - - =| Kilog. 9,900 60 
Of lace ais Ad val, 78 
Of any o' pay dou 
of the component material. 
Embroidered or trimmed - - Ad val, 78 


| 
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Weighing more than 10 )kilogs. - - 
Frills and insertions : 


Loom, hand, or machine embroidered : 
Of tulle or lace imitation - 
Of batiste or cambric - - 
Of fustian or muslin 
Printed, or with simple folds or gatherings 
of the same tissue : 
Of batiste, tulle, or cambric, with or 
without lace, known as “ plissés ” - 
Of calico, fustian, or wae, nae as 
icks for in, or - 
Window.blind., with or without - 
oatvage, and - 
Not otherwise mentioned; py ac- 
cording to the component m 
Gauzes, worked with wire; “ vidrilhos” 
(tissue with glass spangles), and other 
similar tissues, interwoven with semcueers 
ld or silver 


be ” for horse rugs, with or without an 
admixture of wool or linen 


Nore 54.—Tissues and wares of ramie or 
China-grass pay the same duties as cotton 
tissues and wares, according to quality. 
Tissues or wares embroidered or trimmed 


with lace, not specified, » Pay 80 per cent. addi- 
e 


tional to the duties on tive tissues. 
Made-up clothing not specially mentioned, 
subject to double on "the 


of which made, will pay this duty with’ an 
addition of 30 per cent. . 
Crass XVI.—Woot. 
Ran on Prepared. 
Raw, carded, dyed, in in 


any other 
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Equivalent 
Duties, 
499 common : Reis. | Per 
or travelling - - | Each 3,200 
Not otherwise mentioned . - | Kilog. 1,500 60 
500 | Small shoes and half-boots, without soles, ° 
for children : 
Plain - - «| Pair 500 60 
Trimmed or embroidered - - -| » 700 60 
501 | Braces, belts, and garters : 
Garters, plain or embroidered - - | Kilog. 10,900 48 
Braces and belts : 
Plain - - - - 8,400 48 
504 | Fancy stuffs not specially mentioned : 
Weighing 10 kilogs. or less per 100 sq. ane 
13, 48 
505 
52,000| 48 
” 26,000 48 
13,000 48 
” 26,000 48 
7,800 48 
506 1,600} 48 
507 Each 6,300 48 
508 Kilog. 40 15 
Ad val. 62 
510 
9,100 
511 
” 2,800 60 
| 
512 
Kilog. | 20 
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’ 
rate of | 
No. — Duty. ad 
Duties 
Reis. | Per Cent 
513 | Yarn: 
Single, of one or more ends, for warp or 
woof, of wool, or of wool and cotton, 
also for trimmings and similar uses : 
q Raw or bleached - - - | Kilog. 500 15 
Dyed - - - » 600 15 
With admixture ‘of silk 700 15 
Soft, for embroidering - - - Pa 6,000 48 
Tissues and Wares. 
514 | Felt: 
For pianos and the like - om 6,800 |. 48 4 
For eaulking ships and the like- - ” 200 48 
Of any other kind, plain or printed - ” 2,400 48 
515 | Laces, tassels, tape, cord, and similar articles 
of pure wool, or of wool mixed with 
cotton or linen - - - 10,406 48 
516 | Carpets and mats : 
Striped, thick, for stairways, of pure wool 
or of wool mixed with other materials - te 2,600 48 
Velveted :— 
With long pile, thick, with ground of 
hemp or tow (mats)- - 2,600; 48 
With - ooh pile, thin, with ground of 
thick cotton, linen, or hemps tissues - re 5,200 48 
/ without the 
” 6,500 48 
Do., ae for shoes - - - » 5,000 48 
Not otherwise mentioned :— 
With reverse sidé of a thick tissue of 
cotton, linen, or hemp - 3,400 48 
Without the above tissues - - ” 6,000 48 
Do., do., for shoes - ” 4,600 48 


517 | Alpacas, woollen muslin, lasting, durants, 
damask, merino, cashmere, * princetas,” 
serge, “serafinas,” striped stuffs, royal, 
Chinese satin, knitted tissues, crape, 
woollen velvet or plush, and other similar 
tissues not elsewhere ey plain, 


twilled, figured, or damasked - 9,400 48 
518 | Baize and molleton - - * 2,200 60 
519 | Flannel: 
Figured or twilled - - - 8,400 60 
520 | Military sashes - - 7,200 48 
521 (bunting) 4 16,000 48 
522 , grenadine, tulle, gauze, and other 
or transparent tissues or 
sais not elsewhere mentioned : 
metres ” 25,000 | 48 
Weighing more than 10 kilogs - 13,000 
Barége, tulle, and fancy tissues : > 
Grenadines, gauzes, and other open and 
tissues or fancy stuffs not 
tioned : 
10 or less per 
” 25,000 48 


Weighing more than 10 klogs. per 
100 sq. metres 10,000 48 


| 
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Duty. 


Hoods, bonnets, and other head dress : 
Knitted or netted, with or without ad- 
mixture of silk - - 
Do., common, for sailors and workmen , - 
Not specially mentioned - - - 


Caps 
With of real go . 


Bridles : 
» Of wool, or of wool and cotton, with or 
without ornaments of common metal - 


Halters 
Ribbons, with or “without ‘abaletus of 
cotton or linen - 
Covers for parasols, pianos, and other articles 
Shawls, scarfs, and handkerchiefs : 
Knitted 
© Plain, or twilled, figured or damasked, 
white, dyed, or of several colours - 
of lace, or with aid or 


S85 


& 


Nore 56.—-The duties on hats include 
those on the common wooden or cardboard 
boxes in which imported. 

Felt shapes for the manufacture of 
woollen hats will pay the same duties as 


plain hats of felt, wi 

_ cent, 

A: This reduction, however, will be 50 per 
‘cent. if the shapes are not milled. 


| Girths and belts - 
Coverlets of wool, or of wool and cotton ; 3 
Common, dark, and similar coverlets = - 
Of any other kind, white or coloured _- 
Cords, plaits, twists, &c. : : 
Of wool, pure, or mixed with cotton or 
linen, ‘with or without glass beads. - 
‘ Galloons, fringes, and trimmings - 
‘Parts of shoes, cut-out, pay duty according 
to the component tissue 
Horse cloths and ridin bl ts (“ coxinil- | 
hos ”},of wool, or of wool’ ‘cotton... 
Woollen lastings. - - 


a reduction of 10 per 


|.Flesh brushes, &c. 

Filele” (kind of light woollen 
‘| Cravats and bands, or 
4, all kinds and shapes, 


H 


on 


| Equivalent 
rate of . 
| Duties. 
Reis. | Per Cent. 
528 
Kilog. 10,000 
», 4,000 
Ad val. 
524 
: Each 6,300 
2,100 
; » 2,300 
527 
-Kilog.... 8,000 | 
528 ” 8,000 
8,000 48 
» 16,100 60 
Ad val. 62 
4 530 | Hats: 
Of felt : 7 
Plain - Each 4,200 |. 60 
3 Trimmed Ad val. 78 
Of any tissue : ss 
Plain - - | Each 60 
531 Each’ "1700 48 
582 
Kilog. 1,300 60 
3,000 re 60 
583 
8,000. |< 48 
3 10,400 48 
534 
48 
536 4.400 “s 
587 
538 §,000}* 48 
j 539 
4 4 18,000, tis “48 
| 
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Equivalent 
No. Duty. rate of 
Duties. 
Reis. | Per Cent. 
540 | Gloves, plain or embroidered - - | Dozen pairs 7,800 48 
loth N 
Of felt Each 8,400 48 
Of other tissues not specially mentioned - ja 4,500 48 
542 | Mantlets, chemisettes, and other wearing 
apparel of lace, or any other tissue - Ad val. 78 
543 — of wool, orwoo. and cotton : 
ort : 
Up to 20 centimetres long in the foot - | Dozen pairs 3,700 48 
More than 20 centimetres jn the foot - = 7,800 48 
Up to 20 centimetres long in the foot - *o 6,800 48 
More than 20 centimetres in the foot - m 13,000 48 
544 | Knitted wares not specially mentioned, 
plain, with or without metan, trimming, 
or lining of silk - - | Kilog. 10,000 48 
545 | Oilcloth - - 1,800 48 
546 | Cloth, casimir, and cassinet : 
Single, with or without silk - 10,900 60 
Double, do., do. 4,700 60 
Nore 57.—The first division includes : 
those tissues weighing per square metre, in- 
eluding the selvage, 500 grammes or less, 
or mixed with any other 
material. 
The second division includes those ex- 
ceeding the weight specified above. 
547 | Table covers: 
Embroidered - Ad val. 78 
Not otherwise mentioned - - Kilog. 10,900 60 
548 | Lace, of wool or of wool with admixture of 
| cotton or linen : 
: Tn cuttings for garments, veils, &e. —- Ad val. 62 
Not otherwise mentiened, plain or — 
glass beads ce Kilog. 36,400 62 
| - 549 | Wearing apparel, made-up : 
Shirts : 
f Knitted : 
‘Thick, for sailors or workmen -| Dozen 10,900 60 
} Of any other kind - 28,100 60 
Of light baize or flannel, with or without 
cord trimmings * 28,100 60 
Drawers, knitted, or of flannel - - * 28,100 60 
Jackets, petticoats, and jerseys, wim, of 
knitted or net work - > 23,400 60 
Mourning veils of plain, or with 
knots, folds, &e. Kilog. 15,600 60 
Not specially mentioned : 
similar use - - - 9,100 60 
Of felt - - - * 15,600 60 
Of double cloth or casimir 23,400 60 
Of cloth or single casimir, of alpaca, 
merino, or other - 31,200 60 
Of lace - - - Ad val. 78 
or trimmed - - * 78 
550 | Travelling - 3,200 48 
551 | Small shoes and buskine, without — ~ 
children, plain Pair 600 48 


4 
| 
. q 
¥ 
: 
= 
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No. Duty. rate of 


Reis. | Per Cent. 
Small shoes and buskins, without oped 


children, embroidered or ornamented Pair 800 48 
552 and “ (thiek 
woollen c! ) Kilog. 3,600 48 
553 | Braces and ; : 
Garters, plai ornamented - - + 15,600 48 
Braces, plain - ; - - pe 12,000 48 
Do. ,ornamented - » 15,600 48 
554 Long strips of cloth, and insertions, plain or : 
with glass ornameutation : 
With embroidery of eattons, wool or 
ainen - - 26,000 
With embroidery of silk - 41,600 


555 Blinds for doors and or 
without rollers - Each 
556 sel and cuttings Kilog. 40 
557 «Merges of wool, or of wool and cotton 

Nore.—Tissues and wares embroidered or |. 

trimmed with lace which are not separately 
classified will pay ad valorem duties at the 
tates of 62 per cent. or 78 per cent. 


a 
gue 


Crass XVII.—Fiax anv JurTe. 


Raw or Prepared. 
558 | Raw, dressed, hackled, and on distaffs, also 
or coloured - - 10 10 
559 | Yarn: 
Of Jute 
for woof or warp 
Not otherwise mentioned, same duties 
as yarn. 
Of linen: - 
ingle, for woof or warp 
Or ” 500 15 
clews, or , for sewing, crochet- 
ing, knitting, and similar uses - ‘3 2,000 48 
For shoemakers - - - fi 600 48 
560 | Tow, raw, or in the mass - od 10 10 
561 Lint, for seco, plein or in ebests - 700 10 
Tissues and other Wares. 
562 | Laces, tassels, borders, tufts, loops, and 
similar arti - - - - 10,400 48 
568 | Carpets and mats 
For rooms, &c. - 8,100 60 
For slippers - 2,400 60 


uot specially mentioned, plain or twilled - 900 60 
565 , Barége and similar open-woven tissues 10,400 48 
566 | Caps - - - - 1,300 48 
567 | Buttons - - 48 


54 oarse cloth Of linen, sackeiotn, and 
E tissues of tow, for bags and for packing : 
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Equivalent 
rate of 
Duties. 
i 
| Reis, | Per Cent. 
qf 568 | Canvas, Brittany cloth, muslin, cambric, 
| Irish cloth, platilhas,” ‘and other. tissues), 
not specially mentioned, raw, bleached, 
: dyed, brown striped, or printed : 
Plain: 
it Up to 6 threads in a square of 5 
| millimetres : - | Kilog. 1,200], 48 
More than 9 threads 2,400 48 
Do. 8,700 48 
Do. 15 do. - 6,500 48 
Do. 18. do. 21 do. 10,900 48 
Do. 21 do. 24 do - 18,500; . 48 
More than 24 threads - ~ ‘ 16,900 48 
Twilled, and imitation sailcloth - - - 8,900 48 
red or damasked : 
uitable for wearing apparel - : % 6,500 | » 48 
Suitable for towels, &c. 
Plushy, for towels and bed sheets - pa 3,900 |... 48 
Gummed or waxed, for binding books - Hf 1,300 48 
Nore 58.—Tissues of linen and hemp, or 
of linen and jute, will also pay the 
duties, according to quality. 
569 | Bridles : 
Of linen, or of linen and cotton, plain, or 


with ornaments of common metals Each 8,400] 48 
Halters of the above kind 1,700 48° 
570} Ribbons of all kinds, tapes, braids, &c., 
with or without admixture of cotton - Kilog. 8,700 48 
571 | Covers for yianes, other 


articles - - 6,500 48 
572 | Shawls, scarfs, and handkerchiefs : 
Embroidered with lace, or of lace - Ad val, 62 
Up to 12 threads in the square of 
millimetres - Kilog. 7,800 48 
More than 12 and up to 18 threads ‘ 10,200 48 
More than 18 and up to 24 threads” - P 18,200 48 
i More than 24 threads - - a4 ' 26,000 48 
573 | Hats: i 
Plain - Bach 1,600 48 
Trimmed - 8,100 48 


Nore 60.—The duties on hats include 
those of the cardboard or.common wooden | — 
»|, boxes in which they are imported. 


‘ oftow - | Pair 500 | 
“With soles of metal or - 1,600 | 
575 Girths “ Each 1,700 48 


{ rope yarn, &,, Kilog. 1,200 60 


| | 
4 
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Cordage—cont. 
Ropes, cables, rigging, as well as ‘ila 
of all kinds, tarred or not: 
In pieces or cuttings - - 
In made-up articles «© - - : 


Note 61.—By “ packing-twine, marline, 
sail-twine, and rope yarn ” is to be under- 
stood that up to 2 millimetres in diameter. 
Pieces cut out for shoes pay according to 

the component tissue. 

Horse-cloths and riding blankets of ian, of or 
of linen mixed with cotton 
Corsets - 


Galloons, fringes, ok trimmings” 
Cravats, plain or embroidered - . 


Handkerchiefs, bed sheets, counterpanes, 
pillow-cases, towels, and napkins : 
Embroidered with or 


seam - 
Plain, duty according to the component 
tissue. 

Garters and braces 

Sail-cloth and nt sail-cloth 

Gloves 

Hose-pipe - - - 

Horse-rugs : 

Of “ xerga,” duty as “xerga” ( ye, 008), 
Of any other tissue : 

Mantles, chemisettes, and other wearing 
= of lace or of any other tissue - 


Scotch yarn: 
Short : 
Up to 20 centimetres long in the foot 
More than 20 centimetres long - 
Long : 
Up to 20 centimetres long in the foot 
More than 20 centimetres long - 


Up to 20 centimetres long in the foot 
ar than 20 centimetres long - 
Up to 20 centimetres long in the foot 
More than 20 centimetres long - 


‘or covering floors - 
Of any other - 


Nets of all kinds 
Lace of linen thread, 


mixed with cotton or wool : 
In for apparel, 
&e. 


Not specially mentioned 


95824, 


Ad val. 


Kilog. 10,900 
1,600 
Doz. pairs 9,400 


Kilog. 1,600 


Each 8,700 


Ad val, 


Doz. pairs 6,300 
» 12,500 


» 12,500 
25,000 


Equivalent 
No. Duty. of 

Duties. : 
Reis. | Per Cent, 
a Kilog. . 700 60. 
” 800 60 
577 | 
578 | 
” 8,400 60 
579 | Hach 7,800 48 
580 | Kilog. 10,400 48 
581 | Dozen 3,900 48 
582 | 
62 
583 48 
584 48 
585 “a 
586 48 
587 | 
| 
|: 
588 
78 
589 
| 
60 
” 2,400 60 
5,200 60 
4,200 60 
7,800; 60 
590 
Kil 900 48 
| 48 
591 a 6,300 60 
592 
Ad val. 62 | 
Kilog.  57,200| 48 
E 
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Wearing apparel, made up : 
Shirts : 


Of “aniagem” or “ 
cloths) 
Of any other quality, plain or with 
. pleats - 
Drawers - 
Collars for shirts - 
a plain or with pleats: - 


Wot mentioned : 
Of lace 


Of any other tisone - 
Embroi or trimmed - 


Nore 62.—Collars and cuffs not asia 
to the shirts pay duty separately. 


arelling 


Common, of sackcloth ona the like - 
Bands and insertions, printed, or simply 
with pleats or frills, plain or damasked, 
hand or machine embroidered 
Bljnds for doors and wpiewe, with or with- 
Selvage, and cuttings. 

erga,” of linen, or of linen 


194 
Equivalent 
te of 
No, — Dey.” | 
Duties. 
Reis. | Per Cent. 
Dozen _ 16,900 60 
| 
|» 67,600} 60 
a= 31,200 60 
me 4,700 60 
| Kilog. 20,800 60 
Doz. pairs 6,500 60 
See” Ad val. 78 
- | Kilog. 13,000 60 
Ad val. 78 
Each 4,200 48 
| Kilog. 1,300 60 
595 | 
26,000| 48 
596 
Each 6,300 48 
597 | Kilog. 50 15 
598 | | - 2,800 60 
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XIV.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 
DENMARK. 
Proposed Tariff Modifications. 

The “ Journal Officiel” publishes the notice of a Bill of the 
Danish Government for a proposed remodelling of the Danish 
Customs tariff. | 

The proposed alterations would have the effect especially of 
increasing the duties on articles of luxury, such as wines in 
bottles, liqueurs, silks, flowers, fruits, sweetmeats, olive oil, &c., 
and brandy ; and, on the other hand, to decrease, if not entirely 
suppress, the duties on raw materials and articles of necessity, 
such as iron, coal, rice, petroleum, &c. 

The following table shows a few of the proposed new duties 
side by side with those at present in force :-— r 

Note.—Krone = 1s, 14d. Pot = 0°21 gallons. 


A Proposed New | Duty in Force at 
Articles. Present. 

Wine in bottle - - - Per potter 2°00 0°50 
Do. in casks - - - ” 0°30 0°20 
Spirits in bottle, cognac, liqu 

&e. - 2-00 0°50 
Do. in casks 1°30 0°23 
Vinegar in bottle - - 
Soap and perfumery - - Per lb. 0-50 0°3 
Articles wholly of silk - 6:00 4°00 
Do. partly of silk - - - » 3°00 2°66 


It is proposed to tax natural flowers, at present free of duty, 
at the rate of 6 kroner per lb: . 


NETHERLANDS. 
New Sugar Excise Law 

A despatch, dated 13th January last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Henry Howard, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at the Hague, enclosing copy and translation of a law 
of the 29th December last temporarily amending previous legis- 
lation respecting the excise duty on sugar in the Netherlands, 
The chief articles of the new law are as follows :— 

Art. 1. In amendment of Art. 9 of the law of 11th January 
1894 the assessment, enacted be the first paragraph of Art. 56 
of the law of 7th July 1867 shall be augmented for the whole of 
the financial year 1896-7 by 164 per cent. 

The sugar, produced after this law has come into operation, 
from the sirop which was assessed for the excise duty before this 
law came into operation, and for which the manufacturer was 
consequently assessed at too low a rate, shall be entered to his 


E 2 


| 
| 
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account. for the month in which this. law comes into tion, 
and the duty shall be paid at the same time and in same 
manner as if the sirop had been worked in that month. 

Art. 2, If the return of the excise duty in 1897 amounts to 
less than 9,100,000 fi., the deficit shall be made up by taxing the 
beet root sugar manufacturers, who, in the financial year 1896-7, 
have chosen assessment on the basis mentioned under letter d in 
Art. 1 of the aforesaid law of 7th July 1867. 

No tax shall be levied if the aggregate quantity of dry white 
loaf ‘sugar, for which during that financial year the manufacturers 
are assessed, including the augmentations directed by Art. 77 
of the same law, does not exceed 61,000,000 kilos. When the 
amount is greater the tax shall not exceed 3°78 fl. per 100 kilos. 
for the excess in quantity. 

The provisions; of Arts. 11 and 12 of the aforesaid law of 
11th January 1894 apply to this tax. 

Art. 3 Inthe application of this Jaw, amounts which were 
claimable in another year or which lapsed in accordance with the 
aforesaid law of the 11th January 1894 are not included. 

Art. 4. Without prejudice to the provisions in Art. 39 of the 
aforesaid law of 7th July 1867, the manufacturer, within 30 days 
from this law coming into operation, must deposit security for the 
amount of excise duty for which, according to Art. 2, he may 
be liable. If this direction is not complied with in time, no sugar 
may be discharged from his manufactory uutil the security is 
deposited. Discharge in violation of this prohibition is punishable 
in accordance with Art. 8 of the aforesaid law of Lith January 
1894, 

The provision in the second paragraph of Art. 14 of this law is 
applicable to the security aforesaid. 


Official Classification of Goods in-the- Customs Tariff. 

The first supplement to the official classification of goods for 
Customs purposes issued by the German Imperial Treasury, and 
referred to on page 59 of the January number of the “ Board of 
Trade: Journal ”—where also was published a summary of its 
salient points—may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8S. W., 
between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0 


New Customs Regulation, 
A despatch, dated 27th January.last, has been received at;the 
Foreign Office from Sir E. Monson, Her Majesty’s Ambassador ‘at 
Paris, stating that, according to a circular published in the 
« Journal Officiel de Madagascar et. dépendances,” of: the 17th 
November last, the following Customs regulations. are. to .be 
enforced in the Island :-— ; 
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(1.) All merchandise, even of French origin, imported without 
being described on a warrant (passavant) delivered by one of 
the French Oustoms officers in even and its dependencies 
is liable to a 10 per cent. ad valorem duty. 

(2.) On and after the Ist January the Madagascar Customs wil 
no longer permit the importation of products containing alcohol 
unless provided with a passavant duly delivered by the French 
local Customs. 

If unprovided with such a document, these goods, after the 1st 
February, will be seized, and a report on the seizure addressed to 
the competent Collector of Customs, 

Products containing alcohol are defined to be wine, liqueur, 
cider, perry, beer, absinthe, and crémes d’absinthe, rum, brandy, 

ac, and alcohol itself. 

(3.) The importation of firearms of all sorts, powder, ammuni- 
tion, cartridges, dynamite, and all other similar matters is prohibited 
throughout the whole of the Island and its dependencies. 

If the importation of such articles is discovered they will be 
seized, those who imported them will be arrested, the ship will be 
confiscated, and a report duly signed by the officials who effect the 
seizure will be forwarded to the Collector of Customs, and a 
duplicate report to the President. ' 

Tt authorised by the President such goods may, however, be 
imported. 
rench Collectors of Customs are established at the following 
Malagasy ports :—Diégo-Suarez, Sainte-Marie, Vohemar, Tama- 
tave, Vatomandry, Mananjary, Fort Dauphin, Nossy-Veh, Mojunga, 
and Nossi-Bé, 


PoRTUGAL. 

Drawback on Cotton Tissues. 

A despatch, dated 26th January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. G. Macdonell, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Lisbon, stating that it is notified in the press that the Minister 
of Finance issued an order on the 15th January to the effect that 
the drawback granted in virtue of the decrees of May 27, 1868, 
and April 30, 1885, shall be extended to all cotton tissues im- 
ported for the purposes mentioned in the said decrees, in the 
manner therein stated. vs 
On the same date, the Minister of Finance ordered the we 
levied on the respective tissue of cotton or linen collars and cuffs 
to be returned, the rate of drawback being calcalated at 20 grms, 
per collar and 40 grms. per pair of cuffs. 


+a 


SPAIN. 

Export Duties on Sulphuret of Lead, ge. 
” According to a communication received at the Foreign Office 
from the Spanish Embassy, the Spanish Government has decreed 
that the suspension of the export duties on sulphuret of.lead, 
lead, and argentiferous oxide of lead, should be continued. 
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Certificates of Origin, 

The Spanish Government have, according to the “ Journal des 
Tarifs et Traités de Commerce,” added certain formalities to the 
certificates of origin for merchandise imported into Spain. The 
sender of the goods must add his signature to that of the local 
authority, preceded by the words “ Declared under my responsi- 
bility.” 


Eeyprt, 


Customs Regulations concerning Bicycles. 


The following Customs regulations concerning bicycles are 
taken from the egyptian “ Journal Officiel ” for the 16th January 
last 

Ist—New or second-hand machines imported by persons 
residing in Egypt are subject to a Customs duty of 8 per cent., 
calculated on their market price if new, and on their saleable 
value if they bear traces of having been used. 

2nd.— Machines brought by tourists or travellers passing through 
Egypt are not liable to duty, but the owner must deposit a sum 
equivalent to the duty calculated as above. A receipt for the 
sum deposited will be given, on which will be inscribed the name 
of the maker and the number of the machine. 

' The sum deposited will be refunded on production of the 
receipt if the machine is taken out of the country within six 
months from the date of the deposit. 

Application for the repayment of the duty deposited should be 
made sufficiently in advance of the moment of departure to allow 
of the accomplishment of the necessary formalities. 

3rd.—Residents in Egypt who may desire to take their machines 
with them during a temporary sojourn abroad must advise the 
Customs at the time of their departure, giving sufficient indications, 
such as name of maker, number, &c., so that the identity of the 
machine may be established on their return, when no duty will be 
exacted, if this precaution be not taken duty will be charged 
on the machine when re-entering the country, unless it be proved 
to the satisfaction of the Customs that duty has already been paid 
thereon, 

Lighthouse Dues. 


A despatch, dated 12th January last, has been received from the 
Foreign Office, enclosing copy of the Egyptian “ Journal Officiel,” 
containing Khedival decree by which the lighthouse dues are 
reduced as follows :— 

1. In the Egyptian Mediterranean ports :— : 

£ E. 0-005 per Turkish ton up to 800 tons, instead of 
£ E. 0°007. 

£ E. 0:002} per Turkish ton above 800 tons, instead of 
£ E. 00083. 
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2. In the Egyptian ports of the Red Sea :— 
£ E. 0014 per Turkish ton up to 800 tons, instead of 
£ E. 0-020. 
£ E. 0007 per Turkish ton above 800 tons, instead of 
£ E. 0010. 


UnitTED STATES. 


Merchandise in Transit or Bonded for Exportation may be 
entered for Consumption, 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office, 
from the Government of the United States, copy of a circular with 
pom to merchandise in transit, or bonded for exportation, as 

ows :— 

* It sometimes occurs that consignees or owners of merchandise, 
which has been entered in transit or for transportation and imme- 
diate exportation, desire, for satisfactory reasons, to change the 
destination of their goods and to enter FB at the outward port 
for immediate consumption. The following regulation will here- 
after govern proceedings of this kind:— — 

* Wasmes it is desired to enter for consumption at the out- 
ward port in this country goods which have been entered at the 
port of first arrival for immediate exportation at such ontward 
port, the entry will be in the ordinary form of consumption entry 
and consular invoice will be required, as in other cases of entry for . 
consumption. Whenever no consular certificate accompanies the 
invoice, bond must be taken for the production of certified 
invoice, and the uncertified: invoice will be treated as pro formd. 
The entry received from the first port of arrival will be attached 
_to the consumption entry in lieu of bill of lading. The liquidation 
of the entry will be made at the port at which the goods have. 
been entered for consumption, and the case will be treated in all 
respects as if the merchandise had been imported directly into. 
such port. 

“Tbe collector at the outward port will notify the collector at 
the port of arrival of the disposition of the goods, in order that 
due report thereupon may be made to the Auditor for the 
Treasury Department.” 


Cosra Rioa. 
Goods remaining in Custom-house. 

A communication, dated December 22nd last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office fromMr. P. G. Harrison, Her Majesty’s. 
Consul at San José (Costa Rica), reporting that the limit of one 
year, originally fixed by the Fiscal code as the time which mer- 
chandise might remain in the Custom-house, has, by a ial 
decree of the Permanent Commission of Congress, been ft 
to four months. 
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» Merchandise . not~retired from the Custom-house. within the 
four months will be sold by public auction, a notice containing the 
marks, numbers, and contents of each package having been 
enemy’ published, with fifteen days’ anticipation, in the “ Gaceta 
ublica-y-Oficial.” 
Exemption of Duties, 

A communication, dated January 8th last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Perey G. Harrison, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at San José, reporting that the permanent commission of 
Co , by decree dated 28th December last, has extended to 
the 21st October 11898 the effects of decree No. 13 of the lst 
June 1895, by which all materials, rolling or otherwise, imported 
for the construction of tramways on the properties adjoining the 
Atlantic Railway (provided they are for the exclusive use of 
those properties) are exempted from Customs duties. 


Imposition of Surtazx, 
- The “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce ” states that, 
by virtue’ of a decree dated 27th September 1896, the Customs 
of: Guayaquil, Manta, Bahia, and Esmeraldas are authorised to 
levy (from the 1st) October last) a surtax of 5 per cent. on the 
import duties on foreign goods. 


ARGENTINA. 
Duty on Sugar. 

“The “ Review of the River Plate” states that all sugar imported 
in 1897 will pay a duty of 6 cents per kilo., and a similar tax will 
be imposed upon all sugar produced in the Republic. In return 
for the payment of this tax, certificates will be granted entitling 
to a drawback of 12 cents per kilo. on 35 per cent. of the sugar 
that has paid duty, in the case of its being exported, whether it 


be Smparted or produced in’ the country’ 


CHILE. 
Proposed New Tariff. 

A despatch, dated 28th November last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. G. Kennedy, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Santiago, enclosing extracts from the “ Chilian Times ” with 
regard to the proposed new tariff. ; 

Several measures‘relating to Customs reforms and amendments. 
to the tariff have been submitted by the Government to Congress, 
but 4’ committee of the Chamber of Deputies have substituted for 
all of them a ‘project of their own. The project in question, which 
is-of an eminently protective character, provides for six elasses: 
of import duties—-5, 15, 25, 35, and 60 per cent., and specific, 
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It is proposed that the tariff shall be based on the 18 pence 
dollar, and that all goods not included in the lists subject to 
60, 35, 15, and 5 per cent,, and in the list of articles free of duty, 
and in that of articles subject to ene duties, shall pay a duty of 
25 per cent. 


doi Rice-cleaning Machinery. 
Aécording to a Customs circular received at the’ Boatd of 
Trade from the India Office, machines for the cleaning of rice are 


exempt from duty under No. 14 (d) of Schedule TV. to the 
cae: Tariff Act, as machinery for the “ milling of rice.” 


GRENADA, 
Tariff Modifications. 

A communication has been received from the Grenada Colonial 
Secretary, enclosing copies of Customs ordinances, by: which— 

1. There will be levied during the year 1897 an additional 
import duty of one-tenth of all the duties set forth in the Import 
Tariff, declared under Ordinance No. 16 of 1895 (see “ Board-of 
Trade Journal” for Februar y 1896, pp. 190-192). 

2. The following Export Tariff comes into force :— 


sd. 

Cocoa, per cwt., or - 
Cotton, ditto 
Cotton-seed, ditto - aps 
Logwood, ditto - 

0 


Spices, ditto - ; 
The duties are leviable on the above prods grown in and 
exported from the Colony. 


TASMANIA, 
of Grass, Straw, ‘Prohibited. 

A notice has been received: at the Board of: Trade from: ‘the 
Tasmanian’ Government to the ‘effect a new Jaw: ‘has-been 
passed enacting that— 

+ No fruit, plants, or other products shall be imported or 

t into Tasmania packed in grass, straw, or any material 
calculated to introduce into the Queensland battle-tick 
(Zvodes Bovis); and any person’ acting ia contravention to this 
section shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding’ one busdred 
pounds. 

“ Any case or other ‘receptacle containing any fruit, phatase! 
other products packed -a aforesaid, may, on ‘being: landed from: 
any ship in Tasmania, be detained by the ‘chief inspector or any 
person appointed by him, or any inspector, and every such “ease 
or other receptacle and all the contents thereof Pere 

at the expense of the person’ importing the 
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XV.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Tar CommerotaL DEVELOPMENT OF THEODOSIA. 


A despatch, dated 28th December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir N. R. O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Ambassa- 
dor at St. Petersburg, enclosing a report of Her Majesty’s Vice- 
Consul at Sevastopol on the development of Theodosia as a 
commercial port, which has recently received a great impulse 
from (1) the opening of the railway, by which it was placed in 
connection with the entire railway system of Russia; and (2) the 
announcement that Sevastopol will be closed as a commercial port 
in 1899, to which must be added the improvement of the port, 
on which a sum of 2,000,000 roubles has been spent. 

The port, however, even after the expenditure of this lar 
sum, is not what is required for the export trade. The break- 
water does not shelter the interior of the harbour from the stropg 
and dangerous northerly winds, which chiefly prevail at Theodosia. 
It should have run in a more westerly direction, commencing 
from a point much farther east, and have been broad enough and 

igh enough to allow ships to load alongside. 

he actual accommodation, which is for about seven ships to 
Joad alongside at one time, much of the already limited space 
being reserved for Russian coasting vessels, may be considered as 
sufficient for the shipment of the grain actually grown in the 
Crimea, but is not sufficient for Theodosia to replace Sevastopol 
as a port of export for the oa rown also in a large tract of 
the mainland to the north of the Crimea, which, after the close 
of coe 8 as a commercial port, will have to be shipped 
through other ports, unless the port of Theodosia be very much 
enlarged, both on account of the limited accommodation, and of 
the expense and inconvenience of bringing the grain thither for 
shipment under existing conditions. 

e extra expense, as compared with other ports, is because 
the railway rates for the carriage of grain from the mainland to 
the Crimea were raised at the same time that the rates from the 
same grain districts to Nicolaieff and Ghenichesk were lowered ; 
and this measure, which was intended to divert the export of that 

in from Sevastopol, tells equally against Theodosia, besides 
which, merchants complain of the uncertainty and delay in the 
delivery of the grain at Theodosia, which is on a small branch 
line, whereas Sevastopol, being the terminus of the main line. the 
grain arrives punctually and without delay. 

It must not, therefore, be supposed that when the port of | 
Sevastopol be closed to commerce, all the grain now exported 
through Sevastopol will then be exported through Theodosia, for 
the accommodation at that port is very limited, it is not always 
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safe lying, and it is more profitable for merchants to load at 
nearer and cheaper ports whilst open; so that Theodosia will only 
be used az a port of shipment, for grain other than that grown in 
the Crimea, when all other alternative ports are closed by ice. 

There are no imports worthy of mention at Theodosia, neither 
is there any business of any importance other than the export of 
= There are 24 grain exporters—almost without exception 

neh firms and agencies of Odessa mercantile houses—and five 
ship —_— at Theodosia, competing for the profits to be derived 
= the ships visiting the port, competition being, therefore, very 

een 


The total number of steamships which have visited the port of 
Theodosia during the past few years, and their tonnage, is as 
follows :— 


British. Foreign. Total. 


Tonnage. . | Tonnage. » | Tonnage. 


31,000 14,900 . 45,900 
79,836 39,693 119,529 
82,748 25,375 108,123 
95,605 51,088 146,693 
(to 1 Dec.) 


The total amount of grain exported in the same years was— 


Tons. 
1891 19,416 
1892 26,795 
1893 58,502 
1894 141,325 
1895 - - 113,756 


1896 (to 1 Dec.) 152,750 


The average amount of grain produced in the Crimea may be 
taken at 400,000 tons, of which 150,000 are ‘ex d throu 
Eupatoria and the remainder te» Sevastopol or Theodosia. 
The amount of grain exported through Sevastopol during .the last 
nine years is 2,986,000 tons, of which about one-third was brought 
for export from the North. The export from Sevastopol dimi- 
nishes as that from Theodosia increases, 


CERTIFICATES FOR COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS In Norway. 


With reference to a notice on p. 11 of the January number of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal,” a despatch, dated 5th January 
Jast, has been received at the Foreign Office from Mr. A. Stewart 
MacGregor, Her Majesty’s Acting Consul-General at Christiania, 


No. | 

1891 14 | 2 16 
1892 — | 8 21 

| 
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enclosing English translation of the law regarding foreign com- 
mercial travellers in Norway, as follows :— 

Sec. 1. Aliens, or Norwegian subjects resident abroad, and not 
liable to taxation in this kingdom, who travel throughout the 
country with or without samples, either on their ow account or 
as tepresentatives for other parties, offer,for sale, negotiate for, or 
conclude the sale of wares which shall thereafter be delivered from 
foreign parts, shall, on arrival in the kingdom, obtain a trading 
license from the nearest police authority. re 

This resolution does not apply to Swedish subjects who, in like 
manner, offer for sale or conclude the sale of Swedish natural 
products or manufactures, so long as Norwegians enjoy the same 
privileges in Sweden. 

“Sec. 2. A trading license shall be paid for in advance, the cost 
being 100 kroner (5/. 11s. 1d.) for each calendar month, and will 
not be issued for a less period than one month, A license may be 
obtained for a longer period at a time, but always for full months, 
in which case the whole amount shall be paid in advance. The 
tax shall be paid into the State Treasury. 

“Sec. 3. It shall be the duty of the police authorities to see that 
commercial travellers liable to taxation are provided with trading 
licenses. All such travellers are bound to produce their licenses 
to the police at every place in which they intend to negotiate 
business, The police shall visé such licenses free of charge. 

“Sec. 4. Anyone guilty of an infringement of this law shall be 
proceeded against in the manner prescribed for the police courts, 
and shall be punished by a fine of 100 kroner up to 500 kroner, 
in addition to payment of the tax prescribed in Sec. 2, for such 
time as the illegal trade has been carried on. The fines shall be 
paid into the State Treasury. 

“ Sec. 5. The form and wording of the Trading License, as well 
as all other regulations, which may be rendered necessary under 
this law, shall be determined by the king. 

“ Sec. 6. This law shall come into force the lst day of January 
1897.” 

» A further despatch, dated 23rd January last, has been received 
atthe Foreign Office from Mr. MacGregor pointing out that. the 
above law is ambiguous on the following points :— 

» Seet. 2 says :—*'The cost.of the licence being 100 kroner per 
calendar month.” (Norwegian, “per kalendermaaned.”) 

- In actual practice, however, if a commercial trayeller takes out 
one of these trading certificates, say on the 31st January, he will 
have to obtain a fresh licence and pay another 100 kroner for it 
on the following day. 

It is evident, therefore, that the phrase “per calendar month ” 
is ambiguous. and misleading, when what is meant really is:—, 

_ The licence is available only for the particular month of, the 
year in whichitisissued. 

- “Again, in Sect. 3 the expression “fremivise sit Pas for Politiet 
‘overalt” (“produce his licence to the police at every place,”) 
does not explain everything. ; 
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- In actual practice commercial travellers are not allowed to cdim-' 
mence business negotiations and afterwards show their certificates 
if requested to do so by the police, They must themselves seek 
the police and exhibit their licences before commencing to transact 
business of any kind. iy 

As regards the working of the above-mentioned law, it may 
perhaps be added that although it has only been in operation 
since the lst January, according to the newspapers it has given 
great offence in German commercial circles, where the imposition 
of a tax of from 1,000 to 2,000 mks. per Norwegian ship per 
voyage is advocated by way of retaliation for the supposed injury 
to German trade. 

British commercial travellers are much less likely to be affeeted 
by this particular tax than German ones, for British travellers are 
much less numerous than the latter, and on an average they do 
business on a much greater scale, 


»» Contract ror Steet Rarws FoR NorweGian 
Strate RaILwayrs. 


A communication, dated 19th January last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. A, Stewart MacGregor, Her Majesty’s 
Acting Consul-General at Christiania, reporting that the Dowlais 
Iron Company, Wales, have obtained the contract for the delivery 
of 4,280 tons of steel rails with accompanying fish-plates to the 
Norwegian State Railways. 


Trarric REGULATIONS FOR THE Kaiser CANAL. 


A despatch, dated 19th January last, has been received from 
the Foreign Office, enclosing a copy of the new traffic regulation” 
for the Kaiser Wilhelm Canal. 

The above may. be seen on application at the Board of Trade, 
7,, Whitehall Gardens, daily, between the hours of 11.0 and 5.0. 


German Estimates (Arnica). 


A Me ows has been received at the Foreign Office from Sir 
Frank . Lascelles, Her Majesty’s at Berlin, trans- 
mitting memoranda on the colonial estimates for 1897-98, and on 


the actual receipts and expenditare of the German colonies (except 
East Africa) for 1894-95. In the last-named year, the deficit 
covered ‘by imperial subsidy was 336,0002 For 1897-98 a 


subsidy of 404,000/. is asked for. 


- The most noticeable points of the estimates for next year are 


the increase of the revenué of South-West Africa (which was only 
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1,400/. in 1894-95, and is estimated at 27,500/. for 1897-98), and 
the contemplated reduction of the constabulary of the last-named 
colony by 200 men (whites), and of that of East Africa by 300 
men (coloured), with a corresponding reduction in the estimated 
expenditure.— (Foreign Office Miscellaneous Series, No. 413). 


ImPoRTATION OF InDIAN COTTON INTO FRANCE. 

A despatch, dated January 21st last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Cecil Hertslet, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Havre, transmitting copy of a notice issued by 
MM. les Neveux de J. Georges Schmidt, one of the largest 
importing firms of cotton at Havre, stating that, as there is now 
neither any evidence nor probability of the orders from India being 
executed within the time stipulated in the contracts, all expenses, 
risks, and losses resulting directly or indirectly from the epidemic 
now prevailing in India will fall on the purchaser. The notice in 
question has been freely circulated on the Bourse at Havre; and 
although emanating from a private firm, has had the effect of 
entirely putting a stop for the present to all trade in Indian 
cotton at that port. 


Tax SuLPHuR COMPANY. 


A despatch, dated January 17th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Olfice from Sir Francis Clare-Ford, Her Majesty's 
Ambassador at Madrid, enclosing extracts from the “ Italie,” 
which states that the ag ic emp Sulphur Company has been 
successful in reviving the declining sulphur industry of Sicily. 

The amount of sulphur exported during the months of October 
and November last from mines which have given in their adhesion 
to the Society was 60,820,046 kilos.—or, with the other mines, 
a total of 77,318,795 kilos. 

The movement for the month of October 1896 was 43,000 tons, 
as compared with 22,300 tons for October 1895. The demand 
from abroad, especially from France and the United States, has 
been very remarkable. 


AmeRIcAN Pic Iron at TRIESTE. 

A report, dated 23rd January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. G. Haggard, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Trieste, stating that American pig iron of excellent quality has 
lately been introduced into the Trieste market (which was formerly 
supplied from Great Britain), at prices with which the British 
article cannot compete, and that, if this is continued, the fact 
must, for the future, exclude British pig-iron. : 
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The American product recently arriving was selling, after all 
expenses free on carts outside the dock gates, at from Fis. 3°80 to 
Fis. 3°90 (Anstrian currency) per 100 kilos. 

The British iron hitherto imported has been chiefly Glengarnock 
No. 1, and Clarence No. 3, the prices of which have varied 
according to the market, but have averaged in the case of the 
former at Fils, 5°20 per 100 kilos, free on carts outside the dock 
gates, and in the case of the latter at from Fis. 4 to Fis, 4°20 
under the same conditions. 

The low price of the American iron has been said to be 
accounted for by the fact that the “ Austro-American” line of 
steamers, which has chiefly imported it, is subsidized by the 
Austrian Government, and that, as these vessels mostly bring 
from the United States cotton, which is a light cargo, they can 
also at the same time carry much pig iron, the freight of which is 
indirectly paid by the subsidy. 

But the sbove theory cannot cover the whole question, for 
some of the iron has also been brought in British bottoms; it has 
not yet, however, been possible to ascertain the real cause of the 
cheapness of the American material. 

It is, of course, possible that the present prices may rise, but 
meanwhile it is said that large stocks from the United States are 
— laid in by the great shipbuilding firms in Trieste, and by 
others. 


Tue [uport Trape or SALONICA. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. J. Blunt, Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General at Salonica, writing on the import trade of that 
port, states that— ; 

The total value of the import trade of Salonica has fallen by 
about 750,000/., and though England siill holds a larger share 
than any other country, yet English commerce has suffered with 
the others from this heavy depression. 

For instance, in cotton goods, the largest import, England 
still holds about the same percentage, viz. 78, as against 80 in 
1894, but the total value of the import has fallen from 247,000/. 
to 200,000/. 

In the same way the English trade in cotton yarns.was in 
1894, 90 per cent. on 98,0001, while in 1895 it was 88 per cent, 
on a total of only 68,000/. ; 

British trade in woollen goods has declined ; in 1893 England 
held 43 per cent. ; in 1894, 27 per cent., and in 1895 only 24 per 
cent. of a total which has fallen in two years from 188,000/. to 
72,000/. The largest share in this trade is now held by Austria 
with 32 per cent. of the whole. 

The total value of the iron and iron goods imported, of which 
almost half comes from Belgium, has for the last three years been 
about the same as the value of the woollen goods, but though the 
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total value of the import has declined by more than one-half, the 
proportion taken by England has risen from 4 per cent. in 1893 
to 8 per cent. in 1895, so that the value of the English goods 
imported has only fallen from 69,0007. to 56,0007. 

A small quantity of rice comes from Italy, but by far the 
largest quantity is imported from Rangoon. The price ranges 
from 16s. 6d. to 27s. 6d. per sack, according to quality. 

Three-quarters of the sewing thread imported is of British 
origin, the rest is Belgian. 

he unwillingness shown by English manufacturers to produce 
the larger sizes of “Yazma” kerchiefs, to which réference was 
made in the Trade Report of this Consulate-General for 1894 
(Annual Series, No. 1663), has been overcome, and England now 
competes successfully with Switzerland.in the production of’ the 
large as well as of the small sizes of these goods, 

Rngland has the whole of the coal trade of Salonica, the 
quantity imported being about 22,000 tons; the average price is 
about 1/. 3s. per ton. Nearly all the coal is loaded at Cardiffi— 
(Foreign Office Annual Series, No, 1837.) 


OpeNING FoR British TRADE IN Fez Caps 1n TURKEY. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Salonica states that there is an opening for English 
trade in the production of Fez caps, which now come entirely 
from Austria-Hungary, chiefly from Vienna, Troppau, Strakonitz, 
Pisek, and Husinec. 

Some houses have tried to induce manufacturers at home 
to turn their attention to this matter, but hitherto without success. 
As a result of inquiries, it is stated that these goods are largely 
imported in Macedonia, Albania, and Epirus. Fezes to the value 
of 40,0007. were imported at Salonica last year.. 

The prices obtained by the Austrian factories are from 4s. 1d. 
to 9s. 10d. a dozen.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1837.) . 


New Frencu Tetecrarn Line 1n West AFRica. 


A despatch, dated 26th January last, has been received from 
Sir E. Monson, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Paris, reporting 
that the “ Quinzaine Coloniale” of the 25th January, states that 
the telegraph line from Conakry to Faranah, vid Timbo, joining 
the Soudan line at Kankau, will be finished next March, 
110 kilometres being in working order on the 31st December 
last. 
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The West African existing tariff is as follows :— 
From Conakry to— 


France vid St. Lo 
St. Louis 


From Cotonu to France 
From Libreville to France - ~ 


The new line of communication will employ the existing cable 
for Libreville, Cotonu, and Grand Bassam to Conakry, and thence 
by land to St. Louis. 

The tariff will be as bélow, vid Conakry, Kages, and St. 
Louis :— 


Libreville to France - 30 
Cotonu to France 60 
Grand Bassam to France ; 60 
Conakry to France _ - 80 
Conakry from Senegal 30 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION aT OMABA, 


The Board of Trade have received from the Government of the 
United States, through the Foreign Office, a copy of a circular 
containing an Act of Congrese with reference to the holding of a 
transmississippi and internatioual exhibition at the city of Omaha, 
in the State of Nebraska, in the year 1898, for the exhibition of 
the resources of the United States of America, and the progress 
and civilisation of the Western Hemisphere, and for a display of 
the arts, industries, manufactures, and products of the soil, mine, 
and sea. 

Section 2 of the Act referred to enacts, “ That all articles 
which shall be imported from foreign countries for the sole pur- 
pore of exhibition at said exhibition upon which there shall be a. 
tariff or Customs duty shall be admitted free of payment of duty, 
Customs fees, or charges, under such regulation as the Secretary 
of the Tieasury shall prescribe ; but it shall be lawful at any time 
during the exhibition to sell, for delivery at the close thereof, 
any goods or property imported for and actually on exhibition in 
the exhibition building or‘on the grounds, subject to such regula- 
tion for the security of the revenue and for the collection of 
import duties as the Secretary of the Treasury shall prescribe : 
Provided, that all such articles, when sold or withdrawn for con- 
sumption in the United States, shall- be subject to the duty, if — 

95824, F 
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C. 
- - - 10 . 

Grand Bassam - 80 

Cotonu - - - - 80 
Libreville - - - - 50 

From Grand Bassam to France (Spanish 
‘ National - - - 45 
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any, imposed upon such article by the revenue laws in force at 
the date of importation ; and all penalties prescribed by law shall 
be applied and eriforeed against the persons who may be guilty of 
any illegal sale or withdrawal.” 

In order to secure the privileges of free entry above accorded, 
every package destined for the exhibition should have affixed to 
it by the foreign shipper one or more labels representing the flag 
of the country to which it belongs. This label should be about 
8 by 12 inches in size, and should bear across the face, in plain 
black letters, the inscription, “ Exposition at Omaha.” 

All packages should be plainly marked as follows :— 

(1.) “ Surveyor of Customs, Omaha.” 

(2.) “ Exhibits for Omaha Transmississippi and International 
Exposition.” 

(3.) Name of consignee or agent at the port of first arrival 
in the United States. 

(4.) The shipping marks and numbers. 

(5.) Name and address of the exhibitor. 

Every exhibit shall be accompanied by an invoice in duplicate, 
which shall show the name of the exhibitor, the marks and numbers 
of the packages, with a description of their contents, and a decla- 
ration of the quantity and the market value of each separate kind 
thereof in the country of production. This invoice must be 
signed by the exhibitor, but will require no further verification. 
One of the invoices will be transmitted by mail to the surveyor of 
Customs at Omaha, and the other to the consignee of the goods 
at the port of first arrival. 

As a matter of convenience, it is recommended that all packages 
intended for the exhibition shall be consigned to an agent, or 
forwarder, or commissioner, at the port of first arrival, who will 
attend to Customs business incident to the transfer of packages 
- gy importing vessel to a bonded route for transportation to 

maha. 


Rartway AND Sream Navigation BounriEs 
U.S. CoLomBia. 


A communication, dated 15th December last, has been received 
at the Foreign Office from Mr. H. M. Villiers, Acting British 
Consul-General at Bogota, enclosing copies of the “ Diario Oficial,” 
of 26th November last, containing Laws 61 and 64 of 1896 
relating to subventions, together with a translation of these lawa. 

The Government of Colombia hope to promote the construction 
of railways and the steam navigation of some of their principal 
rivers by means of subventions as follows :— 

10,000 dols. will be paid for every kilometre of railway 
constructed. 

15,000 dols. will be paid for the placing on the River Canea 
of a steamship not inferior in size or capacity to the s. “ Canea,” 
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now navigating that river. 5,000 dols. of this will be paid when 
such a steamship shall have arrived at Buenaventure, and 
10,000 dols. when it shall have commenced its river service. 
Civil and military employés must be carried on such a steamer at 
half the usual rates. The navigation of the rivers Atrato, 
Semi, Patia, and Telembi is also to be promoted in some manner 
most convenient to the Executive. 


Tue Corres Crop oF GUATEMALA. 


A despatch, dated 22nd December last, has been received af 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Audley Gosling, Her Majesty’s 
Minister at Guatemala, stating that it was estimated that the ~ 
season’s coffee crop in Guatemala which had then commenced, 
would yield at least 600,000 quintals, the actual value of which 
is 18,000 000 dols., about 1,800,0007. 

Guatemala coffee continues to maintain its high price and 
reputation, nor has the fall in ““ Santos ” (Brazilian) affected it. 

The finest coffees known to commerce are Guatemala, Venezuela, 
Mocha, Jamaica, Mexican, and East Indian, and it is believed 
that even should over-production ensue, due to the extraordinary 
extension of the industry throughout Central America and 
Mexico, Guatemala coffee, owing to its excellent flavour and 
quality, will find ready buyers even at its present high price. 
Where the cultivation of the berry is carefully conducted, the 
trees suffer little deterioration. In Guatemala it is hand-picked, 
berry by berry, and not as in Brazil, torn from the branches, 

The competition which Central and South American producers 
have most to fear in the near future, is that of the West Coast of 
Africa, where coffee-growing is fast superseding the palm-oil 
industry, and where both as regards quality, weight, and aroma, 
the berry approaches more closely that produced in Central 
America than any other kind of collie 

Should this industry fail in Guatemala from this or any other 
unforeseen cause, agriculturists will turn their thoughts to cotton, 
which can, without any doubt, be successfully cultivated in..the 
Republic. 


IN ARGENTINA, 


A report, dated 9th December last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Ronald Bridgett, Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Buenos Ayres, enclosing tabular statements of the followmy 

articulars of railways in the Argentine Republic, viz. :—Capital, 

ength, gross earnings, working expenses, net earnings, numbers. 
of passengers carried, freight carried, and new concessions granted, 
also list of railways under construction. 

These statements are for the years 1894 and 1895, and have 
been furnished by the Director of the National Railway Depart- 
ment in anticipation of his annual statistical report for the year 
F2 
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1895, the publication of which has been greatly delayed this year, - 
partly owing to a strike among the printers. 

The following table has been drawn up from the above state- 
ments :— 


ee 1894. 1895. 

. Length of line ~ - Kilometres 13,853 14,120* 
Capital - - - (Dols. gold) 461,864,465 465,016,879 
Gross earnings - - - 22,904,490 26,394,306 
Working expenses - ¥, 13,081,930 13,846,464 
Net earnings - - ~ 9,822,561 12,547,842 
No. of passengers carried - No. 18,928,061 14,578,087 
Freight carried . - Tons 8,143,063 9,650,272 


* 14,476 kilometres in 1896. 


The following railway concessions have been granted by the 
Government :— 
1894. 


Buenos Ayres Circular Railway.—Law of December 10, 1894, 
nting to Lucio V. Mansilla a railway of 24 kilometres, starting 
From the Buenos Aires Government lands and passing in the 
neighbourhood of Belgrano, Chacarita, Caballito, Corrales, and 
Barracas al Norte. 
1895. 
Nil. 
1896. 
Southern Railway.—Law of 4th of January 1896, sanctioning 
the ad referendum contract for the prolongation of the line from 
Bahia Blanca to Neuquen. 


Provincial Concessions. 


Western and Southern Railway—20 July 1894, a contract for 
the construction of the lines from Lobos to San Carlos de Bolivar 
—Bragada to Lincoln up to the western limit of the province. 

Southern Railway.—21 Febraary 1895. Provincial decree 
authorising the construction of the Lobos—Navavo line. 

1 June 1895, id.: authorising the construction of the lines San 
Carlos de Bolivar to Guamini, Juan, Carlucé, and Alfalfa—25 de 
Mayo to San Carlos de Bolivar—Saladillo to Alviar, Lobos to 
25 de Mayo. 

5 June 1895, id.: authorising the construction of a line from 
Olavania to Bahia Blanca. 


Railways under Construction. 
National Property— 
Central Northern Railway, branch from Salta to Cabra—Corral, 
construction temporarily suspended. . 
Dean Junes to Chilecito.—Section Patquia Chilecito— 
Rioja. 
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National Guaranteed— 

Bahia Blanca and North Western.—Section Epu Pel Bay. 
Construction proceeding. 

North-West Argentine (to La Rioja).—Section La Toma— 
La Rioja, suspended. 

North-East Argentine——Mercideo—Saladas and Pase de lo 
Libres—Posados. 

Transandine—Section Punta Vacas to the Argentine 
frontier, suspended. 

Unguaranteed— 

Buenos Aires Southern,—Sections Bahia Blanca— Neuquen, 
inconstruction. Lobos—25 de Mayo, nearly completed. 
Saladillo- Alvear San Carlos de Bolivar —-Guamini, under 
survey. 

Buenos Aires Western—Sections Trioque Sinquen to Toay, 
in construction, and Pinto—Villegas, com::leted. 


Tue Sugar Inpusrry OF ARGENTINA. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. Ronald Bridgett, Her 
Majesty's Consul at Buenos Ayres, states, that the sugar crop of 
1895 throughout the Republic resulted in the heaviest return 
harvested up to date. From Tucuman alone some 112,000 tons 
of sugar were turned out, and from Salta, Jujuy, the Chaco, and 
Corrientes another 10,000 to 15,000 tons, in all some 125,000 to 
127,000 tens. As the consumption of the Republic does not 
exceed 90,000 to 95,000 tons, this enormous production quickly 
made itself felt, and a rapid decline of prices was the natural _ 
result. At the commencement of the season, first sugars were 
selling at 4 dols. to 4 dols. 50 cts., the 10 kilos. (22 lbs.) in Buenos 
Ayres, und as the extent of the crop came into view prices dropped 
to 2 dole. 30 cts. At this period an influential syndicate was 
formed, who bought all the sugar they could at the low prices 
ruling, and succeeded in driving rates up again to 3 dols. 50 cts. 
The wholesale dealers had, however, filled their requirements, and 
a drop to 3 dols. followed. The future for the next harvest of 
1896 locked so bad that a union was formed by those interested 
in the industry for the purpose of sustaining prices. All the fac- 
tories joined in the union, which is to be worked more or less on 
the following lines: the union undertook in the first place to 
export 25,000 tons of sugar before July 31, 1896, and each 
manufacturer is to sell to the union 60 per cent. or more of his 
output at 2 dols. 60 cts. paper the 10 kilos. in Tucuman, and the 
balance of production, up to a fixed limit, he is at liberty to sell 
in the various maikets of the Republic. Shouid the productiun 
of the country exceed 95,000 tons, each factory in proportion to 
its out-turn is to sell to the union the surplus at 1 dol. 70 cts, 
paper in Tucuman, the union undertaking to export the amount 
received under this clause. 
~ Some attempts are being made to establish a “ bounty” on 
exports by taxing the production 4 cts. the kilo., with a return of 
12 cts. on 25 per cent. of the production, if exported, but so far 
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the scheme does not mect with much favour. The crop for the 
year 1896 promises to be equal to, if not larger than that in 1895, 
and any surplus over consumption will have to be shipped mostly 
by the sugar union. In face of the large production of past and 
present seasons, imports of foreign sugar were only 5,650 tons, as 
compared with 15,150 tons in 1894.—(Foreign Office Annual 


Series, No. 1839.) 


Tne CHEESE anD Burrer Inpustry or ARGENTINA. 

In a report to the Foreign Office, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Buenos Aires states that, 20 years ago, although Argentina 
is essentially a grazing country, cheese and butter of home manu- 
facture were almost unknown, and in a previous report attention 
was called to the fact that they were imported to the value of 
60,0007. This is partly changed, and the Republic has become 
an exporting country, to the extent last year of 490 tons of 
batter and 61 tons of cheese ; the former is now going forward at 
the rate of 150 tons per month. This is only a commencement, 
and the trade seems capable of large extension. The custom 

revails in Argentina of allowing the calf to run with its mother 
in the open pastures, and cows require to be tamed before they 
will submit to daily milking. There are two dairy farms, 
milking 1,200 and 1,500 cows per day, besides receiving large 
quantities of milk from outside farms. They turn out 3 to 1 ton 
of butter per day of excellent quality, and employ steam milkers 
and the most improved apparatus and machinery, and this branch 
of trade has attracted attention at home, Eggs can be bough 
‘retail in November at 6d. to 7d. per dozen. A small trial 
shipment has, it is said, gone forward to London. — (Foreign 
Office Annual Series, No. 1839.) 


Import TRADE OF MaranHamM (BrAZIt). 

In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. Airlie, British Vice- 
Consul at Maranham (Brazil), gives the following return showing 
the approximate value of imports atMaranham from July 1, 1895, 
to June 30, 1896, as compared with the year 1394-5. 


Value.* 
Country. 
1895-96. | 1894-95. Increase. Decrease. 

£ £ £ £ 
Great Britain 72,052 117,018 44,965 

Germany - 25,448 11,710 13,739 
United States - - - 22,415 29,192 — 6,777 
-| 16,433 21,012 4,579 

- - - 5,891 3,939 1,952 — 
Total 7 - 142,240 182,871 15,691 56,321 


* Exchange: 93d. per 1 milrei = 25 dols. 263 reis per 1/. 
The amount of duties paid on imports as above was 124,558/., 
equal to 87°57 per cent. 
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As anticipated, there is shown a very considerable decline in 
imports, and the largest proportion of that decline is borne by 
imports from Great Britain, which show a decline of 38°4 per cent. ; 
those from United States, 23°23 per cent.; and from Portugal, 
21°80 per cent. On the other hand, imports from Germany (via 
Hamburg) show an advance of per cent. ; and from France, 
49°6 per cent. 

The above comparison is most astounding, confirming as it 
does the general impression as to the strides Germany is taking 
in pushing her trade. 

he decline in imports from Great Britain is in accounted 
for by the fact that the goods manufactured in Maranham are 
those which formerly were imported from that country.—{ Foreign 
Office Annual Series, No, 1840.) 


Tue Trave or tHe Nicer Coast PRrRorecroRarte. 

In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. R. Mour, Her Majesty’s 
Consul-General of the Niger Coast Protectorate, states that the 
dutiable imports for the year ending March 31, 1896 show a 
value of 242,923/, against 231,364/., for last year, an increase of 
11,5592, chiefly due to larger shipments of tobacco, the value of 
which article exceeded 1894-95 by 15,3531. 

The value of the free imports was 508,0521, against 
508,500/. for the previous year, a diminution of 4481. 
- The total exports were valued at 844,333/., against 825,099], 
for 1894-95, showing an increased value over last year of 19,254. 

Of the total exports of 844,3331, 836,873/. represents the 

‘value of native products, and 7,4602 the value of British and 

foreign manufactures. 

The exports were distributed as follows :— 


To the United Kingdom - -—= - 
» France - - 
» Germany - - 
» Holland, Sweden, and other countries - 2°0 

The value of most exports, in comparison with last year, show 
advancement. This, in face of the extraordinary low prices 
obtainable for some time past for African produce, may be 
considered very satisfactory. It is said that the present prices 
for palm oil and kernels, which are determined by the state of 
the tallow market, are the lowest that have been known for some 
years, and great difficulty is experienced in persuading the natives 
to accept the reduced rates for their produce. 

Attention is drawn to the increased exportation of the produce 
of some tropical economic plants, such as coffee, cocoa, and arrow- 
root, which seems to holé out the promise that in the future they 
may be expected to be seen, with increasing importance, annually 
included in the export returns of the Protectorate. 

The total value of trade, imports, and exports for the year 
was 1,595,3081., against 1,564,9531. for 1894-95, an increase of 
30,3451.—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1834.) 


Per Cent. 
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Tue Betrast Linen TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as 
published in the “ Irish ‘Textile Journal,” the New Year opened 
quietly, and business after the holidays was restricted in extent, 
as is usual nt that season. The turnover of the month, however, 
was of moderate proportions, stocks of all classes of goods having 
been well controlled, whilst values ruled steady. 

The general condition of the manufacturing end, as reported in 
December last, remained practically unaltered, and if any change 
had taken place it was in the direction of improvement. 

Taking into account the fact that business after stocktaking 
had hardly been resumed, the number of Continental orders 
received from all quarters was distinctly promising. The exports 
to Germany for December showed an improvement in value of 
over 8} per cent. compared with the same month of 1895, whilst 
the year’s exports showed an advance of over 6 per cent. To 
France the exports were 34:3 less in value, comparing the months 
of December, but for the year the drop was only 8 per cent. 

Demand from the States showed a quiet though steady im- 
provement throughout the month. According to the Board of 
Trade returns, the value of the exports to the States for Decem- 
ber was 11‘9 per cent. ahead of December 1895. 

With the miscellaneous markets, the only improvement to 
ae was with Australia, the Argentine, and British East 

ndies. 


MANUFACTURE OF GOLOSHES IN Russia. 


The “ Bulletin Commercial” states that the Russian golosh 
industry, though only of recent creation, has rapidly acquired a 
considerable importance, and is now not only sufficient for home 
consumption, but permits of a considerable export to other 
countries. 

Up to the year 1880 the goloshes sold in Russia came 
exclusively from Great Britain. According to a recent report of 
the French Consul-General at Warsaw, it was during last year 
that the first manufactory of these goods was set up at Riga, and 
the profits realised induced some Russian capitalists to embark in 
the new industry. The goods are now exported to Germany 
Denmark, Belgium, and France. 
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The following table shows the increase between 1898, when the 
first lot were exported, and 1895 :— 


Export of Goloshes from Russia. 


Cases of 144 Pairs. 


From the 1st January to the 31st July 1896 the export of 
goloshes from Russia amounted to 1,944,720 pairs, of which 
1,354,900 pairs went to Germany and 15,000 pairs to France. 


CoaL AND Iron PRODUCTION IN GERMANY. 


According to the “ Moniteur des Interéts Matériels” the out- 
put of coal from Upper Silesia amounted to 14,033,160 tons in 
1896, as compared with 12,892,180 tons in 1895 and 12,184,720 
tons in 1894, 

The German mining market has also shown an improvement, 
each month exhibiting a fresh increase for one or other of the 
products. Iron manufactories and rolling mills cannot keep their 
prices at the old level in view of the rise in pig-iron. 

The following table shows the production in detail of the 
different kinds of pig-iron in Germany for the months of October 
and November 1896 :— 


November 1896. 


Production. 


Tons. 


Puddled and spiegel -133,927 


Bessemer pig - Pn 
i 


76,992 
544,667 


1888. | 1895. 
German . 4 - - 2,264 17,944 
tiene - - - - 115 420 
Belgium - - - 
France - - - - _ 287 
Total - 2,468 18,745 
October 1896. 
Furnaces. | P| Furnaces, | Production. 
No. No. _Tons. 
63 136,433 
9 47,180 
36 288,735 
Foundry pig - - 29 OF 81 82,054 
Total - 139 | 139 554,402 
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Tue German Beet Crop or 1896-97. 


The French Consul at Breslau, ina report to his Government, 
states that the beet crop in Germany has exceeded expectation 
in some districts, but in many others has not attained the looked 
for result. In the province of Silesia the yield of sugar beets 
has been much less than that of the preceding season. 

The sugar manufactories of Silesia consumed 15,385,000 quin- 
tals of beets during 1896-97, a3 against 13,762,531 quintals in 
1895-96. In Posen 15,770,000 quintals were consumed in 
1896-97, as against 15,083,267 quintals during the preceding 
eeason. 


SparRKLING WINES IN GERMANY. 


Although the preparation of sparkling wines in Germany dates 
far back, it has only recently—under the protectionist policy— 
become a notable branch of the national industry. {n the year 
1840, according to “ Kuhlow’s” German Trade Review, the 
annual productioa of sparkling wines was estimated at 250,000 
bottles at most; in the year 1873 there were, however, 40 
factories of sparkling wines, which produced four million bottles, 
and at present the number of sparkling wine factories has risen 
to about 80, in which eight to ten million bottles are produced 
annually. In the year 1895 Germany imported about three 
million marks’ worth of sparkling wines in excess of what she 
exported, which excess France profited by exclusively. From the 
latter country no less than 2,109 tons of sparkling wiaes were 
imported, whilst Germany exported 978 tons to Great Britain, 
180 tons to Belgium, and 92 tons to the United States of America. 


Tue Frenon Census. 


According to the census of last year, the total population 
amounted to 38,517,975 inhabitants, or an increase only of 
175,027 since 1891, and of 299,072 for the decennial period 
1886-1896. 

It is stated in the “Journal des Economistes,” in all civilised 
countries the upward movement of births has slightly decreased. 
The causes are various, prineipally, on the one hand, the increased 
expenses of maintaining a family, and the fewer openings pre- 
sented to the people in the different branches of production. This 
is borne witness to by the notable decrease in immigration, The 
number of foreigners in France, according to the census of 1886, 
was 1,115,214; in 1891 this figure rose to 1,101,798, but in 1896 
fell again to 1,028,491—a decrease which may have been caused 

rtly by the restrictive measures as to nationality of the year 
1888, and partly by the law of 1893 for the protection of national 


labour. 
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Revision or Frencu Trape Statistics. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
a notice from the French Customs, stating that for the future the 
annual statement of French Trade ( Tableau Général du Commerce 
de la France) will be issued in two parts, the first to be devoted 
to trade and the second to shipping statistics. 

The new arrangement will come into effect with the isaue 
dealing with trade and shipping of 1896. 


PRropUCTION OF WINE AND CIDER IN FRANCE In 1896. 


According to the “Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Com- 
merce,” for January 28th last, the total production of wine in 
France in 1896, over an area of _1,728,433 hectares, was 
44,656,000 hectolitres, as against 26,688,000 in 1895, 39,053,000 
in 1894, and 50,070,000 in 1893, which year was considered as a 
phenomenally guod one. 

Of the above 44,656,000 hectolitres, 7,623,000 were produced 
in Hérault, 3,608,058 in Aude, 3,354,552 in Gironde, 2,038,079 
in Pyrénées Orientales, 1,967,722 in Rhone, 1,718,547 in Gard, 
1,530,095 in Saone-et-Loire, 1,300,000 in Loire-Inférieure, 
1,290,527 in Puy-de-Dome, and 1,076,359 in Yonne. 

In Algeria the area under vines in 1896 was 118,118 hectares, 
which produced 4,346,532 hectolitres of wine. 

The amount of cider produced in France in 1896 was calcu- 
lated at 8,074,392 hectolitres, as compared with 25,586,000 hecto- 
litres in 1895, and 6,271,456 less than the average production 
of the 10 preceding years. 


Tue PorvuLaTION OF ALGERIA. 


The “ Journal Officiel ” of the 6th January last publishes some 
res respecting the population of Algeria, from which it appears 
<= the ‘chal aver of inhabitants in March 1896, including the 
army, was 4,429,421 distributed as follows :—Algiere, 1,526,667 ; 
Oran,, 1,028,248 ; and Constantine, 1,874,506. 


THE Greex Currant Crop oF 1896. 


According to a report of the Italian Vice-Consul at Patras, 
published in the ‘ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali,” from the 
commencement of the season (i.c., the end of August) up to the 
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10th November last, 73,200 tons of currants were exported from 
the ports of the Peleponnessus, as follows :— 


Tons. 

To England - 41,608 
» America - - 11,300 

» - - - 2,250 

» Holland and Germany - - 18,542 

» Russia - - - - 3000 

» France - - - 1,500 

Total - 73,200 


TRADE OF THE UNITED SraTEs IN 1896, 


The Board of Trade have recvived from the Treasury Depart- 
ment of the United States Government a statement (corrected to 
January 14, 1897) of the imports and exports of the United 
States for the 12 months ended 31st December 1896, from which 
it appears that the total imports into the country (free of duty 
and dutiable combined) during that period were valued at 
680,556,233 dols. as compared with 801,669,347 dols. for the same 
period of 1895. The exports amounted in value to 1,005,878,417 
dols. in 1896 as against 824,860,136 dols. in 1895. The above 
figures do not include the trade in bullion and specie, the imports 
of which in 1896 (gold and silver) amounted to 115,271,015 dols., 
and the exports to 119,772,180 dols. 


Unitep States Rartway ConstRucTION IN 1896. 


The “Railway Age” (Chicago) states that the mileage of new 
track laid in 1896 is almost precisely the same as that in, 1895, 
viz., 1,803 miles. It is possible that a few miles may be added 
to the record of the past year, although the figures are based on 
statements by mail and wire direct from the chief engineers, and 
include, in cases where work was in progress, the mileage officially 
certified as expected to be added in the last few days of the year. 
It should be remembered that these figures show only main line 
track laid, and make no account of the work of grading and 
bridge-building for the very considerable mileage which did not 
reach the tracklaying stage. 
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How the new mileage of 1896 compares with that of the 
previous nine years may be seen by the following figures :— 


Track laid annually. 


Miles. 


12,983 1892 
7,106 1893 
5,230 1894 
5,670 1895 
4,281 1896 


The construction work of last year was well distributed over © 
the country, 38 of the 49 states and territories having a share, 
although in some states it was excessively small, Kansas, for 
instance, showing only a fraction over a mile. The largest 
mileage was laid in California, 186 miles on eight lines, followed 
by Louisiana with 154 miles on five lines, Michigan with 146 
wiles on 11 lines, Georgia 97 miles on 14 lines, Pennsylvania 
90 miles on 15 lines, Florida 79 miles on seven lines, and so 
down. 

In 11 states and territories no track was laid, these being :— 
New Hampshire. Nebraska. Nevada, 
Massachusetts. South Dakota. Idaho. 

Rhode Island. Wyoming. New Mexico. 
Connecticut. Arizona. 

The great area of the south continues to receive the benefit 
of a larger mileage of new roads than any other section, about 
550 miles having been added in 11 of the states commonly called 
southern. The central northern states, however, obtain an 
addition of nearly 400 miles to their already great mileage, 
and the south-western and Pacific coast country fared as well 
as the history of railway investments there would seem to warrant 
just at present. 

The railway mileage of the United States is now a little more 
than 182,800 miles. 


Mexican Customs 


The “ Moniteur des Interéts Matériels ” states that the Customs 
receipts of Mexico for December last amounted in value to 
2,292,000 dols., the highest figure yet attained. It shows an 
increase of 262,000 dols. on that for November last, and of 
402,000 dols. on the figure for December 1895. 

The receipts for the six months ending 31st December 1896 
amounted in value to 11,945,000 dols., or an increase of 676,000 
dols. on the corresponding period of 1895-96. The total receipts 
of the financial year 1895-96 were valued at 23,076,000 dols. as 
compared with 19,034,000 dols. for 1894-95. 


| Miles. 

Year. | Year. | 
1889 - - 
1890 - - : 
1891 - 
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New In CentTRAL AMERICA. 


The “ Railway Age” states that the little Republic of San 
Salvador, adjoining Guatemala and Honduras, has now a railway 
from the port of Acajutla, on the Pacific, inland to Santa Ana, 
the commercial metropolis of the country. The road is of 3 feet 
gauge and is about 60 miles long. The Bureau of the American 
Republics announces that the work of constructing a branch to 
San Salvador, the national capital, has been undertaken by 
Mr. Sherzer, to be completed by next June. 

The “Honduras syndicate” has secured a charter under the 
laws of New Jersey for the purpose of building railroads in 
Honduras. Oapital stock, 500,000 dols, 


Crnsus oF CHILE. 


The “ Chilian Times” of December 2 last, states that the first 
census of the Chilian Republic was taken in 1835, when the 
returns gave a total population of 1,010,332. The following 
table gives the returns of the increase of each census taken since 


that year :-— 


Year. Population. Increase. Equal to 
Per Cent. 

1843 - - - - - | 1,083,801 73,469 7°27 
1854 - - - - | 1,439,120 355,319 32°78 
1865 -. - - - - 1,819,223 380,103 26°41 
1875 - - - | 2,075,971 256,748 14°11, 
1885 - - - - | 2,527,320 451,349 21°74 
1895 - - - | 2,712,145 184,825. 7°31 


It is the opinion of the Chief Statistician that the census of 
1895 is very far from giving a correct numbering of the people. 
He haa been informed, by persons deserving of credit, that in 
some rural districts two-thirds of the inhabitants do not figure in 
the census papers. Moreover, the inscriptions in the registers of 
the National Guard very conclusively prove that the population 
of the Republic is much greater than that given in the census 
returns. The Intendents of Provintes and the Governors of De- 

ments have informed the Statistics Office of the percentage of 
increase which, in their opinion, ought to be applied to the returns 
of their respective jurisdictions, and the mean of this increase is 
10 per cent. Therefore, if to the total of the census of 1895 
there be added 10 per cent., the total population of the Republic 
would be 2,983,359. 


| 

| 
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JAPANESE ENTERPRISE. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail,” in its issue of December 19 last, 
quoting from various native journals on the subject of the latest 
Japanese projects and undertakings, states that the Railway 
Council, according to the “ Yomiuri,” resolved to sanction at its 
last meeting some 1,500 miles of private railways. In connection 
with these projects the “ Yomiuri ” asserts that a good many have 
no hope of being started at all, or, if started, will not pay ; while 
there are others that have a good chance of success and yet failed 
to obtain the sanction of the Council. The Premier bas declared 
that he was not satisfied with the steps that the Council proposed 
taking, and averred that he was inclined to contract the scope of 
railway enterprise. In the matter of selection also, the Premier 
thought that the Council was lacking in discretion. It is said 
therefore, that the railway authorities are secretly reconsidering 
the subject. The same paper reports that Viscount Nomura, 
Minister of Communications, and Count Okuma, Minister of 
Foreign Affairs, entertain quite different opinions to those of the 
Premier in the matter of railway enterprise, and both are alleged 
to have told certain railway projectors that they did not think it 
advisable to contract the scope of railway enterprise. 

The Chief of the Hydrographical Bureau of the Navy inspected 
a few days ago the site that has been selected at Tanikawa, 
Izumi, for the construction of Gockyards. He spoke of the result 
of his inspection to the representative of the “Osaka Asahi,” 
observing that the site was excellent for the purpose in view. 
He dwelt much on the absolute necessity for increasing the dock- 
yards of Japan, and recommended the scheme to the favour of 
Osaka capitalists. 

The Government, it is stated in fhe ‘ Nichi Nichi,” intends 
that the iron foundry shall be capable of turning out 60,000 tons 
of steel yearly. A sum of a little over four million yen, spread 
over four years, was approved by the last session of the Diet for 
this enterprise. The scheme has been steadily pushed forward, 
and while experts have been sent to investigate foundry affairs 
in the West and to engage two foreign experts as managers, 
other experts staying at home have succeeded in selecting a 
suitable site for the buildings. It was originally designed to 
establish foundries in two different places, but prudence dictated 
starting one at first. The site selected is situated in the village 
of Yedamitsu, Oga District, Fukuoka, and covers more than 
200,000 tsubo. It slopes from south to north, and rests on a firm 
substratum of granite. In one direction it terminates on the 
coast, and is only a few miles distant from the port of Wakamatsu, 

-The result of the last two years’ meteorological observations | 
shows that the district enjoys exceptionally fair weather through- 
out the year, no less than 233 days having been clear and only 
53 days cloudy. 

The citizens of Shimonoseki and Moji, acvording to the “ Japan 
Weekly Mail,” are highly displeased at finding their towns 
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excluded from the list of ports opened for special commerce, a 
notification having been issued in October depriving them of the 
privilege that they had previously enjoyed in regard to the 
export of certain special commodities. The idea of the authorities 
in excluding these two places from the list of special ports, 
is said to be based on military considerations. The Shimonoseki 
and Moji ge reply that, if military considerations have so 
much weight, they cannot understand why foreigners should be 
allowed to live-in Yokohama, which is so close to Tokyo and 
Yokosuka; moreover, what difficulty would there be in pre- 
venting hoth ports being temporarily closed in time of emergency ? 
The Government's action, they urge, opened the two places for 
the purpose of special exports and encouraged their pros- 
perity, yet now, people having invested money in improving 
the harbour basins, the Government suddenly deprives them of 
their privileges. The indignation of the residents is said to be 
very strong. A glance at the Customs returns will be useful in 
this context. In 1895, exports from Shimonoseki aggregated 
over four million yen, aud the place ranked next to Yokohama 
and Kobe as an export outlet. The local assembly of Yamaguchi 
pee decided to unanimously memorialise the Cabinet on the 
subject. 


PaTENTs AND TRADE MARKS IN JAPAN. 


The “Japan Weekly Mail” states that the Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce-has issued the following :— 


DEPARTMENTAL ORDINANCE No. 


Art. I. If any person residing abroad desire to apply for a 
patent of any invention, or for registration of a trade mark or 
design, or to prefer a claim in connection with the same, he must 
argent a deputy, duly furnished with power of attorney, residing 
in Japan. 

- % II. A foreigner forwarding an application or claim in 
connection with patente, trade marks, or designs, must append a 
certificate of nationality. 

Art. III. Applications, specifications, claims, or any other 
documents or communications addressed to the Patents Office, 
must be written in Japanese. 

Art. lV. Whenever a power of attorney, certificate of nation- 
ality, or any other document is written in a foreign language, a . 
translation must be appended. 

(Signed) Viscount Enomoro, 
Minister of State for Agricul- 
ture and Commerce. 


(Dated) Nov. 20th, 1896, 


| 
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These rules have been enacted primarily to facilitate transac- 
tions of the nature referred to on the part of Japanese subjects 
residing abroad, but their provisions will, of course, have equal 
force in the case of foreigners that apply for patents, registration 
of trade marks, and so forth. It appears that Jupiese residing 
in foreign countries have hitherto been in the habit of investing 
their attorneys in Japan with the character of inventors for the 
purpose of taking out patents or registering trade murks, and 
much inconvenience has resulted to the Patents Office no less than 
to the applicants themselves. The attention of applicants should 
also be especially directed to the fact that all fees must be paid 
to the Patents Office, not in coin or bank notes, but in registration 
stamps (tdki inshi), which have to be duly cancelled by the seal or 
he. ear of the applicant. The Patents Office is strictly for- 
bidden to receive any fee in cash, and, consequently, should cash 
accompany an application, it must of necessity be returned, 
needless delay and trouble being thus caused. 


Tue Drue or JAPAN. 


The drug and chemical trade has, according to the “ Japan 
Weekly Mail,” advanced in Japan in proportion to the progress 
in other lines of industry. Pills, ointment, powders, and go forth, 
in addition to the so-called kaden myoyaku (patent drugs ranged 
under the title of hereditary family secrets), included only 140 
varieties 20 years ago. Since the stamp duty was enforced in 
1886, a considerable change has come about in the drug trade. 
The “ hereditary family secret drugs” have been gradually super- 
seded, and drugs compounded after the foreign style nave appeared 
in large numbers. “Quinine bitters” has enjoyed a remarkable 
popularity for about 10 years, and at present every druggist of 
note has among his list of drugs one or more compounded with 
quinine bitters “for restoring the disorders of the digestive 
organs.” Indeed, drugs of this description are now very 
numerous, there being at least 40 varieties. Even “ hair ‘restorer ” 
has run to five or six varieties in Japan. ; 


VALUE OF THE JAPANESE YEN. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” of December 2 last, publishes the 
following comparative table of foreign currencies and Japanese 
silver yen in use at the Imperial Custom Houses of Japan, to be 
adopted in calculating values of imports, and in force from the 


Ist January to the 3lst March 1897 :— 
95824, 
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Japanese 
Silver Yen.. 


0°395 
0°376 
0°571 
0-522 
0°376 
0°464 
9°470 
0°376 
0°784 
2°103 
0°376 
0°522 
0°376 
0°086 
1°956 


Note.—The comffarison of foreign silver currencies, except rupee and Japanese 
silver coin, will remain as heretofore. 


Tue Corron Inpustry 1n 


‘A report has been receive] at the Board of Trade from the 
India Office, from which it appears that there were at work in 
India, at the end of 1895-96, 147 cotton mills, containing 37,278 
looms and 3,844,307 spindles. They employed a daily average 
number of 146,244 persons, of whom, as far as details have been 
obtained, there were 91,088 men, 27,627 women, 17,465 young 
persons, and 9,064 children. The nominal capital of the mills, as 
far as this information has been furnished, is returned at about. 
Rx. 12,839,000; but there is no retura of the capital of 7 mills 
worked by private proprietary, and probably the whole capital 
invested in this industry may be taken to be in excess of Rx. 
134 millions. 

Of the 147 mills, 101 are in the Bombay Presidency, of which 
67 are in the town and island of Bombay. ‘There are 9 mills 
in Bengal, all in the vicinity of Calcutta; 11 in Madras, of which 
4 are in the town of Madras; 5 in the North-Western Provinces, 
all but one at Cawnpore; 3 in the Panjab (at Delhi); 1 at 
Indore; 6 in the Central Provinces; 1 in Ajmere-Merwara; 
3 in Hyderabad (Nizam’s Territory); 1 in Berar; 2 in Mysore ; 
3 in the French settlement of Pondichery ; and 1 in Travancore. 
The Bombay Presidency possesses 69 per cent. of the whole 
number of mills in India, 71 per cent. of the spindles, and 78 per 
cent. of the looms. Thirteen mills are situated in Native States 
and in French-indian territory. . 

The consumption of cotton by the Indian mills in the year is 
estimated to have amounted to 1,342,000 bales of 400 lbs. each, 
or, say, 4,793,000 cwt. 
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Country. | Foreign Currency, L_. 
Austria-Hungary -| Krone - - 
Belgium - | Frane - 
British India - - -| Rupee - 
Denmark - = | Crown - 
j France - - - - - liane - - 
\ Germany - - - - | Mark - 
Great Britain - | Pound - 
Italy - - - Lira ‘ 
Netherlands - | Guilder - 
i Norway - - | Crown 
Portugal . -| Milrei 
Sweden - - -| Crown - - 
Switzerland - - - | Franc 
Turkey - - - -| Piastre - - 
United Statesof N. America - - =| Dollar - | 
| | 
| 
| 
i 
i 
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The industry dates from 1851, when the first mill was started. 
Coincidently with the imposition, in December 1894, of an 
import duty on cotton yarns and textile fabrics, an excise duty 
was imposed on yarns of counts above No, 20 spun in the Indian 
mills. This arrangement was modified in January 1896 by the 
exemption of yarns and the subjection to excise duty of woven 
fabrics which since that date have been assessed to duty at the 
rate of 34 per cent. on value. 


JuTE AND Hemp MILts 1n 


According to a communication received at the Board of Trade 
from the India Office, there were 28 mills working jute, and 
1 mill working hemp at the end of 1895-96, and employing a 
daily average number of 78,889 persons, namely, 51,974 men, 
15,731 women, 4,082 young persons, and 7,102 children. The 
mills contained 10,579 looms and 216,139 sapindlez:. The nominal 
capital of such of the mills as are worked by joint stock com- 
panies is stated in the returns at a little over Rx. 4,030,000; 
but the figures are not complete, some of the mills (privately 
owned) having furnished no returns of capital. Probably about 
Rx. 250,000 or Rx. 300,000 may be added to the total on account 
of these. 

All but two of the mills are in Bengal, most of them in the 
vicinity of Calcutta, and one in the French settlement of Chander- 
nagore. Of the two not in Bengal, one (a small one) is at 
Vizagapatam (this being the mill which works hemp), and the 
other at Cawnpore. 

The progress of the industry during the last 18 years is 
illustrated by the increase in the number of mills, looms, spindles, 
and persons employed. Though the number of mills has only 
increased by 40 per cent. in this period, their working capacity 
has been enormously augmented, the number of looms having 
increased by 128 per cent., the number of spindles by 229 per 
cent., and the number of persons employed by 187 per cent. 


RaAILways In Inp1a, 


A communication has been received from the India Office, 
stating that the branch line of railway from Najibabad station on 
the Oudh and Rohilkhand, Railway to Kotdwara a distance of 
15°19 miles, was opened for both coaching and goods traffic on 
and from the 24th Descnhat 1896. 
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Imrration Wuisky GERMANY AT CaLcutTtTa. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” of December 5 last states that the 
Customs authorities at Calcatta a short time previously confiscated 
150 cases of imitation whisky, which had been consigned to a 
well-known firm of wine merchants in Calcutta. The bottles were 
labelled “ Finest Malt Whisky,” and a fictitious Scotch name also 
appeared on the labels in large letters. In a corner of the label, 
and in tiny characters, were the words “ Made in Germany.” 
The bottles, on being submitted to analysis, were found tv contain 
not a particle of malt spirit. It is said that similar seizures are 
likely to be made shortly. The consigners of the “whisky ” are a 
Hamburg firm. 


TrapE oF CEYLON IN 1895. 


According to a report recently issued by the Colonial Office, 
the total trade of Ceylon for 1895 amounted in value to 
Rs. 169,097,766, as against Rs. 157,836,662 in 1894 and 
Rs. 146,536,029 in 1893, showing a steadily increasing volume of 
trade. 


1894, 1895. 


Rs. Rs. 
78,113,072 84,556,309 


73,723,590 84,541,457 


Total 157,836,662 | 169,097,768 


The decrease in the import of intoxicating liquors, which was 
the subject of comment in the last two reports, has ceased, and 
this year’s returns show a large increase in consumption of spirits, 
malt liquors, and wine. 

The present year showed an increase in the value of exports to 
the United Kingdm, to Briti-h Colonies, and to fo-eign 
countries. 

The increase over 1894 to British Colonies was but slight, and 
is below the figures of 1893. To the mother country and to 
foreign countries the increase has been considerable. 

The total value of goods exported to the United Kingdom was 
Rs. 57,475,000, as against Rs. 53,558,000 in 1894. To other 
countries it was a little over Re. 20,000,000, as against some 
Res. 18,000,000 last year. 


| 
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Manitoba Crops 1n 1896. 

According to the “ Monetary Times” of Toronto for January Ist 
last, the actual yields of the various crops of Manitoba for 1896, 
as given in the Government Bulletin for December last, were as 
follows :— 


Area in Crop. | Yi Total Yield. 


Acres. 
1,081,960 

442,445 

127,885 


TRADE OF BASUTOLAND FOR 1895-96, 

A report, recently issued by the Colonial Office on the trade 
of Basutoland, states that the dutiable goods imported into that 
Cvlony, of which returns are procurable, amount for the 12 months 
ended 31st March 1896, to a gross value of 104,858/. 

_ The traffic returns rendered show, as the gross weight of 
imports in Basutoland, 2,775 tons, of 2,000 Ibs., or about 850 
waggon loads, This represents a considerable increase in the 
imports, and a corresponding increase in the amount of Customs 
dues earned and remitted to the Cape Government, as a set-off 
against the amount of the Cape contribution towards Basutoland 

enses. These Customs earnings amounted for the same period 
to 11,1467. The Customs returns upon which these figures are 
computed do not include an amount of cash trade with the Basuto, 
approximately estimated at 30,0002. per annum, done by the 
numerous and large stores within the Orange Free State upon the 
Basutoland border. The increase in the amount of imports is 
due to the high prices which thé Basuto have realised for their 
produce during the past year. 

The total value of the exports of produce in 1895 was 
139,496/., as against 83,4072. for 1894. 


Revenve Returys or Care 


A communication, dated January 12th last, has been received 
from the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing 
copy of the “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette, 
from which it appears that the revenue received in the month 
of November last was 604,102/., showing a net increase of 54,3137, 
on the corresponding amount for 1895. 

For the five months, July-November 1896-97, it amounted 
to 3,014,357, showing a net increase of 395,527/. on the amount 
for the corresponding period of 1895-96. 


Bushels. Bushels. 
Wheat - 13°34 14,433,706 
Barley - - 24°80 8,171,747 
Peas - - | 23,383 
Total guile drop | 80,442,552 
| 
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INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION AT SyDNEY 1899, 


The “Bulletin Commercial” states that the Parliament of 
New South Wales has decided to hold an International Exhibi- 
tion at Sydney in 1899. According to statements made ia the 
House, the cost of the exhibition will be 250,000/, and the 
Australian products shown thereat will be sent to Paris in 1900. 


Surps’ MANIFESTS IN AUSTRALIAN Ports. 


The Melbourne “Journal of Commerce” states that the 
following circular has been issued by the Collector of the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Customs, Melbourne, with regard to the 
preparation of manifests of vessels discharging at that port :— 

Ccsapiadas has been made regarding delay in reporting vessels 
discharging at this port, and the manner in which their manifests 
are prepared. 

It frequently occurs that packages are entered without the 
landing marks, name of consignee, or description of goods being 

iven, in many instances goods consigned to different importers 
ing entered in one line as corsigned to “ Order,” without the 
distinguishing landing marks being shown. ’ 

The frequency of amendments in manifests and the delay in 
reporting vessels occasions great confusion, and such delay is a 
constant source of trouble to the officers, whose duty it is to see 
that goods are properly accounted for, as well as of inconvenience 
to importers, and the matter is brought under notice in the hope 


that steps may be taken to cause an improvement in the direction 
indicated. 
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XVIL—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS. OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Bradford.—The first meeting of the council of the Bradford 
Chamber of Commerce as at present constituted, was held on 
January 27 last. Mr. T. A. Duncan, the retiring president, 
occupied the chair at the opening of the proceedings, and the 
first business was the election of Mr. Sutcliffe to fill the office 
of president for the ensuing year. 

The secretary reported that he had received applications for 
the formation of trade sections as follows; 36 applications from 
stuff merchants (total number of members, 67); 18 from yarn 
merchants (40); 31 from wool merchants (70); and 32 from 
manufacturers (72). Mr. Whitehead moved that those sections. 
be formed, and this was seconded by Mr. F. F, Steinthal, and 
carried. Mr. Ephraimson then gave notice that at the next 
meeting he should move that the rules of the Chamber be so 
altered as to allow of proportional representation from the various 
trade sections, and in such other respects as may be considered 
necessary. It was stated that at present the chairman of the 
sections were ex-oflicio members of the council. 

Reference was also made to the unsatisfactory state of the 
trunk telephone service. : 


Bristol_——The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 
January 27 last, Mr. Mark Whitwill, jun., in the chair. 

The official programme of resolutions for the 37th annual 
meeting of the Association of Chambers of Commerce of the 
United Kingdom, to be held at the Whitehall Rooms, London, 
on the 9th, 10th, and 11th of March next, was presented. 
Amongst the questions to be then discussed are: Secondary - 
education, by Nottingham; Companies Acts, by Oldham; 
companies’ debentures, by Bradford; county courts jurisdiction, | 
by Newcastle and Gateshead; Bankruptcy Law amendment, 
by Nottingham; income tax allowances, by Leicester; Private 
Bill legislation, by Dublin and Edinburgh; metric system, by 
Bradford, Birmingham, Leeds, and Paris (British Chamber) 
decimal currency, by Sheffield: employers’ liability, by Oldham ; 
stock exchange contracts, by South of Scotland ; trustees’ invest- 
ments, by Portsmouth; trade route to China, by Leeds and 
Birmingham; railway rates, by Sunderland; canals, by 
Worcester; chambers of ‘commerce and other mercantile bodies, 
by Exeter ; bills of lading, by Bristol; mercantile marine fund 
and light dues, by Edinburgh; Royal Naval Reserves, by 
Newport; sample post, by London; mail service between | 
England and Ireland, by Dublin; American mails vid Queens- 
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town, by Belfast ; Imperial penny postage, by South of Scotland ; 

telegraphic rates, by Parie (British Chamber) ; postcard regula- 

tions, . Nottingham; registration of firms, by Bradford; 

adulteration of food, by Bristol ; adhesive stamps on bills of 

exchange, by Wakcfield; verification of invoices, by Worcester ; ° 
British consuls and vice-consuls, by Cleckheaton. 

Other subjects diecussed were: Inland water communication ; 
Employers’ Liability Bill ; the Post Office and the telephone ; the 
new postal and money order rules; and the Victorian Era 
Exhibition. 

Leeds.—The monthly meeting of this Chamber was held on 
January 27 last, Mr. J. Peate (on re-eleetion) taking the 
chair. 

The secretary read a ccremunication from the secretary to the 
Machinery Users’ Association, dated the 1st January, with 
reference to the Royal Commission on Rating and the Rating of 
Machinery Bil). It was as follows :— 

“1t is most impo: tant that the various industrial interests in the 
country should be represented by proper evidence before the 
Commission. My committee are anxious to take advantage of 
the Commission on behalf of all machinery users. Will you 
please let me know what steps your Chamber are preparing to 
take, and if you will co-operate with us in arranging the evidence. 

' “TJ am instructed by the Parliamentary committee of this. 
Association to inform you that, owing to the appointment of the 
Royal Commission on the Incidence of Local Taxation, it is not. 
their intention to press forward the Rating of Machinery Bill in 
the ensuing Session. A stspensory Bill will, however, be intro- 
duced, with the view of preventing any further rating of machinery, 
pending legislation on the report of the Reyal Commission.” 

The matter was referred to the Parliamentary committee. 

Other matters referrcd to were the telephone eervice, trade 
with Chinese-Turkistan, and the exhibition ot colonial samples. 


Liverpool--The monthly meeting of the courcil of this Cham- 
ber was held on January 27 last, Mr. F. C. Danson in the chair, 
The matter of the excessive light dues charged on merchant 
shipping, for the maintenance of the lighting of the coasts of 
the United Kingdom had again occupied the attention of the 
committee. The General Trade Committee had now considered 
the report issued by the departmental committee, and had re- 
commended that the Government should again be approached 
on the subject, and requested to reduce the light dues to the 
extent of the average annual surplus income yielded by them over 
the lights expenditure. ‘ 

The Chamber had recently written to Lloyd’s, suggesting certain 
stations at which it was proposed that night watches should be kept. 
Lloyd’s had promised to give the suggestions their very careful 
consideration. The Board of Trade had also been written to 
with special reference to the vse of the Smalls lighthouse cable_ 
for signalling purposes by Lloyd’s, ‘The Board cf Trade had_ 
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replied that the whole question of signalling from lighthouses 
electrically connected with the shore was under consideration, but 
that nothing definite cou!d be siid at present. The letter, how- 
ever, stated that the circumstances of the S nalls lighthcuse do 
not, in the opinion of the Board, render it suitable for such use. 

From the minutes of the proceedings of the Charges of the 
Port Committee, the principal subject which had occupied the 
attention of that committee appeared to have been the question 
of the reduction of the dock dues on salt, tinplates, lead, &c., 
for which the Chamber had pressed. The Dock Board had since 
replied to the Chambers request that these dues should be 
reduced, saying that at present they were unable to make any 
further reduction in their dock rates and towa dues. 

The proposed Workmen’s Accidents (Compenaation) Bill and 
the investment powers of trustees were also under consideration. 


Manchester.— An ordinary — of the directors of this 
Chamber was held on January 20 last, Mr. W. H. Holland in 
the chair. 

Correspondence on the subject of the increase of import duties 
iu Ceylon which has taken place between the Chamber and the 
Colonial Olfice since its last meeting, was Jaid before the Board. 
Several members had drawn attention to the fact that by a 
recent alteration in the method of assessing import duty on 
cotton goods in Ceylon the duty had been practically increased to 
the extent of nearly one-half of its previous amount. The new 
method was to come into force on January Ist, 1897. The 
assessment under the former system was made by converting the 
value of the goods free on shipboard at the rate of 10 rupees to 
the pound sterling, plus 10 per cent. for further charges. Upon 
the amount so ascertained the duty of 5 per cent. was imposed. 
The new method prescribed is to convert the value at the rate of 
1s. 34d. per rupee, the effect being, as already stated, to augment 
the duty by about 50 per cent. This was objected to on the 
double ground that it imposed serious losses upon merchants who 
had made contracts for forward delivery of goods, and that it 
increased the protective effect of the duty in respect of the 
Ceylon cotton mill industry. The president stated that he had 
authorised the despatch of a letter to Mr. Chamberlain setting 
forth these facts, and drawing attention to the correspondence 
which had taken place in 1892 and 1893 between the Chamber 
and the Marquess of Ripon, then Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, respecting the protective character of this duty, in the 
course of which the latter had stated that he would be very glad. 
to see the duty abolished as soon as the financial condition of the 
Colony would permit. The letter also expressed the opinion that 
the recent change in the mode of assessment greatly strengthened 
the case for the abolition of the duty, or for depriving it, of all 
peer consequence by means of a countervailing excise duty. 

n reply, Mr. Chamberlain had informed the Chamber that a copy: 
of its letter had been forwarded to the Governor of Ceylon, with. 
instructions to furnish a iull report on the subject. . 
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The president further reported that a statement had been received 
from a member of the Chamber upon the serious interruption to 
trade with Turkish Arabia and Southern Persia occasioned by the 
restrictions put upon the navigation of the Tigris by the Turkish 
Government. There was stated to be a very large accumulation 
of goods at Bussorah awaiting transhipment to Bagdad, but the 
means of conveying the goods are so restricted that several 
months will be required to forward them to their destinations, and 
merchants at home have been warned to cease sending cargo, 
A similar congestion of traffic had occurred previously, when, 
through the intervention of Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Con- 
stantinople, the Turkish Government granted temporary permission 
to the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Company to tow 
barges, but the permission had recently been withdrawn. The 
river traffic is al present dependent upon five small steamers, old 
and obsolete, first employed in this trade in 1879, and two 
English steamers. The Government at Constantinople is averse 
to allowing any extension of the employment of foreign 
steamers in this trade, and it was suggested that sanction should 
be sought for the addition of more vessels to sail under the 
Turkish flag, but provided by English capital, or that the 
permission to tow barges should be restored. It was added that 
the trade vd Bussorah, or trade with Turkish Arabia and 
Southern Persia, which had already made steady progress, might 
be much further evlarged if proper facilities for transport were 
provided, The communication was zeferred to the proper section of 
the General Foreign Committee. 

A letter had been received from a Manchester correspondent 
calling attention to a practice which obtains amongst certain 
wholesale tobacconists of purchasing large quantities of wax 
matches of foreign make, in Loxes which are properly marked 
with an indication of their foreign origin when imported, the 
labels being afterwards completely obliterated by the superposition 
of English gummed tickets. A sample box was submitted with 
the outer label partly removed, showing that the matches had 
been made in Belgium. The Board referred the matter to the 
Trade and Merchandise Marks Committee to consider and 
report. 

Nottingham—A meeting of the Council of this Chamber was 
held on the 2nd February last, the chief business being the elec- 
tion of a chairman and committees for the year. 

The chairman brought before the notice of the Council the 
action of the North-Eastern Railway Company with regard to 
their dock accommodation at Hull. There had been a meeting 
at the town clerk’s office, called by the Aire and Calder Naviga- 
tion Company and the Trent Navigation Company, with the 
object of suggesting that opposition should be given to the scheme 
of the North-Eastern Railway Company, by which they proposed 
to enclose certain open harbours which at present existed near the 
entrance of the Humber, at Hull, open and frec harbours for the 
river navigation of the Trent, and the tributaries of the Humber 
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generally. ‘Che North-Eastern proposed, it appeared, to thiow out 
a sort of pier and embankment, and convert these harbours into a 
large closed dock, and the river boats, when they were turned off 
by the tug, would be compelled to anchor out in the open road~ 
way, exposed to the weather, instead of going straight into harbour 
as heretofore. The effect, the engineers told them, of this arbitary 
proceeding would be to practically close river navigation entirely, 
and throw the whole monopoly into the hands of the North- 
Eastern Railway, the Hull and Barnsley Company, and others 
having the control of the docks. It was considered absolutely 
necessary, if they wished to protect the right of way to the’ 
navigation of the Trent, that the Bill which embodied the scheme 
should be petitioned against, and, if necessary opposed, and he 
roposed that a petition be lodged against the Bill in the first 
instance until the matter was thoroughly investigated, and then 

they could consider what course it was advisable to take. . 
e motion was carried unanimously. 


- Sheffield —The annual meeting of this Chamber was held on 
January 15 last, Mr. S. E. Howell in the chair. Speeches were. 
delivered by Sir Howard Vincent, C.B., M.P., Mr. A. J. 
Mundella, M.P., and others. 

The annual report states that the number of members for the 
past year has been 171, of whom 81 were firms and 90 single 
members. This represents a decrease of one firm and six single 
members, as compared with the previous year. Having regard 
to the falling off in the numhers of members, the council feel that 
an effort should be made to obtain new subscribers, and they are 
sure that this can be done if members will bring to the notice 
of their friends the work done by the Chamber in the interests 
of the trade of the district. The report goes on to review the 
matters dealt with by the Chamber during the past year. 

Walsall.—The annual meeting of this Council took place on 
January 25 last. Mr. E. J. Shaw (president) read the annual 
report. ‘The council congratulated the Chamber on the past 
year having been a period of usefulness and advancement. The 
memberehip had increased, the total number being 147. 

A significant feature of the year was the added importance 
given to Chambers of Commerce by the officers of State. The 
opinions of the different Chambers were being constantly sought 
in respect to the many matters dealt with by the Board of Trade, 
and it was acknowledged that the help which Chambers gave to 
the Government was of the most valuable kind. The privilege 
recently granted to Chambers of Commerce of presenting witnesses 
for examination before Royal Commissions and Select Committees 
when any local industry was likely to be affected by a Parlia- 
mentary inquiry was an illustration of this. - 

- A matter for serious consideration in the Board of Trade statistics 
was the falling off, to the amount of nearly 3} millions, in the 
re-exports of foreign and colonial merchandise ; muchof this decrease, 
it was generally agreed, being due to the disastrous effects of the 
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hasty and ill-advised Merchandise Marks Act. ‘l'his Chamber, in 
common with many other-, had expressed a strong opinion against 
the continuance of the Act. In presence of the severe competi- 
tion besetting the industries of the United Kingdom, it was 
necessary to see that nothing passed into law that could adversely 
affect the trade of the country. In this respect the influence and 
watchfulness of Chambers of Commerce could not be over-esti- 
mated, and the recently expressed words of Mr. P. A. Muntz, 
M.P., as to the duty of persons engaged in commercial under- 
takings to become associated with such Chambers, were cited with 
commendation. 

York.—The first annual meeting of the York Chamber of 
Commerce was held on January 25 last. Alderman S. Border 
(president) occupied the chair, and there was a numerous 
attendance. The acting secretary submitted the annual report, 
which stated that although the past 12 months was the Chamber’s 
first year as a practical working association, its utility and impor- 
tance had gradually become thoroughly recognised in the city. 
On a general review of the year the committee were of opinion 
that the Chamber had every reason to congratulate itself on the 
work done, and so long as such interest was taken in the Chamber 
as had been evinced during the past year, its existence would be 
amply justified. 
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XVIII—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Tramways (Street and Road). (In continuation of Parlia- 
mentary Paper, No. 393, of Session 1895) No. 331. Price 4d. 


This is an annuul return issued by the Railway Department of 
the Board of Trade, the present number being for the years 
ended 30th June 1896. It shows that the total capital expended 
on the tramways of the United Kingdom on the 30th Juné 1896 
was 15,195,993/., as compared with 14,956,343/. in 1895. The 
total length of line open for public traffic was 1,009 miles, against 
982 miles in 1895; the total number of passengers carried in 
1896 was 759,466,047, as compared with 661,760,461 in 1895; 
the gross receipts were 4,1 52,0161., against 3,733,690 in 1895; 
the working expenses 3,105,511/. and 2,878,490/, while the net 
receipts amounted to 1,046,505/ in 1896 and 855,200/. in 1895. 


2. Agricultural Statistics, Ireland. C—8,192.) Price 4d, 


This is the annual Report of the Registrar-General for Ireland. 
It refers to the year 1896, and is stated to ba issued in anticipa- 


tion of the more detailed report on tne Agricultural Statistics of 
the country. The Registrar states that in comparing the extents 
under the principal cereal crops in 1896 with those of 1895 a 
decrease is observable of 22,820 acres, or 1°9 per cent., in oats; an 
increase of 1,487 acres, or 4°1 per cent., in wheat; an increase 
of 1,382 acres, or 0°8 per cent., in barley; and an increase of 
2,195 acres, or 19°1 per cent. under rye. In green crops, 

tatoes decreased by 4,821 acres, or 0°7. per cent.; turnips 
| esi by 4,810 acres, or 1°5 per cent.; and mangel wurzel 
and beetroot increased by 1,274 acres, or 2°4 per cent. In other 
crops—fiax decreased by 22,950 acres, or 24°1 per cent.; meadow 
on clover, sainfoin, and grasses under rotation increased by 19,485 
acres, or 3°'l per cent.; and meadow on permanent pasture or 
grass not broken up in rotation decreased by 11,537 acres, or 0°7 
per cent, 

Compared with the average acreage for the 10 years 1886-1895 
rye increased by 803 acres, or 6°2 per cent., turnips by 6,959 
acres, or 2°3 per cent., mangel wurzel and beetroot by 7,223 
acres, or 15°3 per cent., and hay by 53,619 acres, or 2°5 per cent. ; 
but there is a decline in the extent under each of the other crops 
mentioned above, wheat showing a decrease of 33,478 acres, cr 
46°8 per cent. ; oats a décrease of 60,327 acres, or 4'8 per cent. ; 
barley a decrease of 1,038 acres, or 0°6 per cent.; flax a decrease 
of 26,889 acres, or 27°1 per cent.; and potatoes a decrease of 
55,740 acres, or 7°3 per cent. ~ 

Comparing the average yield per acre in 1896 with that in 
1895, we find there is in cereal crops an increase in wheat of 
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05 ewt., and in barley of 1°6 cwt., with a decrease in oats of 
O-é cwt., in bere of 1°6 cwt., and in rye of 0-7 cwt. In other 
ee show a decrease of 1:1 tons, and mangel wurzel 
and beetroot of 1-0 ton, while turnips show an increase of 1-2 tons, 
and flax an increase of 2°43 stones. Hay on clover, sainfoin, and 
grasses under rotation show an increase of 0-2 ton, and hay on 
permanent pasture or grass not broken up in rotation exhibits 
the same average for both years. The rates for 1896, compared 
with the average rates for the 10 years 1886-1895, show for 
cereal crops an increase in wheat of 1*1 cwt., in barley of 1°9 ewt., 
and in rye of 0-1 ewt., while there is a decrease in oats of 0°2 cwt., 
and in bere of 1-1 ewt. In other crops there is an increase in 
a of 0-2 ton, in turnips of 2-2 tons, in mangel wurzel and 

‘root of O-4 ton, and in hay of 0-1 ton, while there is a 
decrease in flax of 5-2 stones. The decrease in the rate of pro- 
duce of flax per acre, as compared with the average rate for 
the preceding 10 years, is equivalent to a decline of 18°6 per 
cent. 


3. Metropolitan Water Companies.—No, 370, Price 24d. 


The present return is issued under the direction of the Local 
Government Board, and gives the accounts of the various 
metropolitan water companies as they are respectively made up to 
the 30th day of September and the 31st day of December 1895. 

The water companies whose accounts are dealt with are as 
follows :—Chelsea Waterworks Company, East London Water- 
works Company, Grand Junction Waterworks Company, Kent 
Waterworks Company, Lambeth Waterworks Company, Jew 
River Company, Southwark and Vauxhall Water Company, and 
West Middlesex Waterworks Company. 


4. British and Foreign Trade-—Memorandum. Board of 
Trade Memorandum on the Comparative Statistics of Population, 
Industry, and Commerce in the United Kingdom and some leading 
Foreign Countries.—(C.—8,322.) Price 6d. 

This is a memorandum prepared in conformity with the 
directions of the President of the Board of Trade. It contains 
the results of an examination of the statistics relating to the trade 
of the United Kingdom in recent years as compared with those 
relating to France, Germany, and the United States. These 
countries are dealt with in the returns (C_.—5297 of September 
1888) and (C.—7349 of September 1894), and the tables con- 
tained in those returns have been continued for the purposes of 
the present memorandum. For those purposes also, a free use 
has, it is stated, been made of the “ Statistical Tables showi 
the Progress of British Trade and Production, 1894-95, laid 
before Parliament last session, these tables being in continuation 
of similar tables originally laid before the Trade Depression 
Commission by the Board cf Trade. The memorandum is dated 
the 16th January 1897, and is signed by Sir Courtney Boyle, the 
Secretary of the Board of Trade. 
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XIX.—_QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
seine: of special instructions issued by the Belgian, French, 
ese, Italian, and Roumanian Governments in respect to 
pr at ports in those countries from India, and also a copy of 
a despatch from Her Majesty’s representative at Constantinople 
upon the subject of the new Ottoman regulations for the pilgrimage 
to the Hedjaz of 1897. 


These regulations can be seen upon application at the Fisheries 
Department of the Board avy day between 11 and 5. 


Matta.—The Board of Trade have received, through the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies, a telegram from the Governor 
of Malta, stating that persons arriving from ports of the Mediter- 
ranean must before landing swear that they have not been in India 
since 30 days. Persons arriving there who have been in India 
within 30 days shall be medically visited and thoroughly disinfected 


in lazaretto. 


XX,—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Maits ror British Centra, Arrica, Berra, INHAMBANE, 
AND MOZAMBIQUE. 


Mails for these destinations will be despatehed een the 
current quarter as follows :— 


Vid Cape Town, 
Afternoons of February 20, and March 6 and 27. 
Vid Italy. 


February 26 (evening), March | (morning), March 22 (morn- 
ing), March 26 (evening). 


Norte.—Correspondence for British Central Africa, Beira, and 
eee is forwarded vid Cape Town unless otherwise addressed. 
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].—Foreicn TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Sravemenr of the Imports into and of the Exeorts from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month ended 31st January 1897, 
compared with the corresponding month of the year 1896. 


MonTH ENDED 31sT JANUARY. 
I. Imvorts From Foreign Countries AND British Possessions. 


Month ended 


31st January 


I. Animals, living (for food) - 
Il. et food and drink, duty 
my, of food and drink, duti- 

al - - - - 
Tobacco, dutiable - 


Metals - - 4 


VI. Raw materials for textile manufactures 


VII. eco materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - 


VIII. Manufactured articles - - . 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - . 
(B.) Parcel post - - 


Total Value - 1,501,812 


II. Exports or British AND IrRIsH Propuce MANUFACTURE. 


£ 
I, Animals, living - 72,708 
Il, Articles of food and drink - ois 833,308 896,128 - 
III. Raw materials - - 1,412,424 | 4,587,702 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 


(A.) Yarns and textilefabrics - - 9,071,838 | 70,085,948 
Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) - | 2,535,069 | 2,658,934 
(C.) Machinery and miilwork - -!| 1,477,778 1,336,415 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 947,151 990,839 
(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - - 727,912 761,859 


2,516,777 | 2,873,085 
(G.) Parcel post - - 167,418 117,004 


(F.) All other articles, either 
factured or partly manufactured’ - 


Total Value 19,762,378 | 21,146,497 


TI. Exports or Foreign anp CoLonrat Propuce. 


2 
Total Value =| 4,177,825 


ki 
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| — | | 
1897. | 1896. 
ib £ 2 
690,091 | 770,887 80.745 
11,805,107 | 42,572,808 707,701 
1,816,827 | 1,892,900 76,078 
353,288 | 36,306) — 
1,578,012 1,681 A438 108,434 
| 372,947 816,479 243,525 
602,876 | ses6s| 220,787 
} 11,766,396 9,001,186 2,765,210 
| 6,208,976 | 6,087,699}  — 
1,221,582 | 7,858,975 86,533 
120,275 192,666 2,394 
62,890 
119.278 
if 
1,014,105 
141,363 
~ 33.957 
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II.—Corn Prices. 


Rerven of the Quantities soLp and Averace Prices of Britisu 
Corn, Impzrtat Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned —— 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. _ Oats. 


Quantities sold. 


Qrs. 
41,588 
59,714 

107,846 
108,696 
91,993 


409,838 


889,593 
427,829 


Week ended 2nd January 1897 19561 

9th 27,923 
16th 51,832 
23rd 58,955 
30th 55,878 


211,670 


100,368 
177,580 


of 
oo 
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Average Prices. 


Week ended 2nd January 1897 
9th » ” 
«16th » 
” 23rd » » 
» 30th ” ” 
January 1897 - 


December 1896 
November ,, 
October y, 
September ,, 


Sk A CAN FL HOR 
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Corresponding month in 1896 - 
” » 1895 - 
8. 
380 ‘24 8 16 
oil 1 25 6 16 | 
pe 31 24 10 16 
$1 25 5 16 
16 
81 24 11 16 
34 25 16 
- - 82 27 17 
- 23 9 24 14 : 
July ” - - -'| 4 8 
June - 25 20 14 10 
March ” - -|- 2 21 138 7 
January 1806: om 2310. 1840 
j » 1893 - 4 16 11 
95824 H 
| | 
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1897. 


Return of the Nomsers, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unrrep Kinepom for Praces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 31st January 1897, compared 
with the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


United 
States. 


187 


“960 


5,198 586 542 2,097 4,744 


NotTz.—The above figures, being made up at the earliest possible 
snenth, ano suldest to Correction in the Annual Returne. 


ia 
242 
lel 
British Cape, | all 
lied Austral- | of Good 
1 Nationalities. | | North other || Total. 
| 4 Month ended Sist January 1897. 
English - -| 1,767 30a | 1584 | 1,082 || 5,512 
Meno -| 285 5 wo | 7 367 
Irish -| 499 6 25 85 5 590 
Total of Britishorigin -| 2,501 318 872 | 1847 | 1,186 6,669 
Foreigners - - -| 1,815 | 200 sx | 843 | 104 || 2,508 
|| Nationalities not distinguished} 302 | — 273 578 
{ 
Total 411s 522 12 | 2,690 | 1,513 || 9,755 
1 Month ended Sist January 1896. 
English 2,087 84h | 4488 | 1,008 5,581 
i Scotch ‘ -| 8 29 196 678 
Ih -| 687 84 19 6 28 731 
; 
Total of Britishorigin -| 3,705 376 1,595 1,844 6,940 
Foreigners - 2,086 210 = 2,997 
Nationalities not distinguished sj - - 967 
FA 
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1897, 


Return of the Numser of Axrens that arrived from the Continent at Porrst in the - 
Unrrep Kinepow, during the Month ended 31st January 1897, compared with the 
corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Aten Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4. c. 11. sect. 2.) 


Dieppe. Continental 
Ports, 


| 1896. 1807. 1896. | 1896. 


‘Month ended $ist January. 


91 
321 


995 | 7,084] 294] 859 615 | 585} 429! 1,008 


istinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be ite to America,” and . 
” is due to the fact that a large number of Aliens who arrive from od 
‘0 be en route to marian come to coun in 
o&f foreigners from this country. while many Alene arriving from 
en (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. sig 1896, and Mi 


{ihe Forts trum which Alien Lists are roosired are, Aberdeen elf, 
an 
ver, Folkestone, Harw: ven, ry 


tht Al in tho 


Gothenburg, 
Rotterdam, Christianix’ 
Bremerhaven. 
1897. | 1896. 1897. | 1896. 
Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America : * 
Arrived at London 598 616 143 123 84 82 211 7187 1,086 948 
» Grimsby -| 19] 97 — —-| = 6} sil 
Hull. -| 48) 46| — | — | 108| ser] 299] sop 
Tyne Ports - 8 16 22 190) 17 166 | 727} 386 276 
Leith 15 82 15 23 15 53 
» Other Ports | 29| 50 5} 101} 6s| —| — | 168| sos} age 
Total - -| 287| s90| 417| o9s| 095| 682 | | $2,588 | 
Aliens en route to America : 
Arrived at Grimsby - 61 2 45 29 58) 77) — 7 183 
Hull - 64! 105 12 6) 124) 188) — - 208; 44¢| 408] 4736 
» Other Ports-| — 4) 5} — 19 96 8s 
nol 
en route to America * | | 
rout 
tod 
the 
om 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


Noumpsr of Recetving Orpers GAZETTED . in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 
tions. 


Total gazetted - 
— 


Farmers 

Publicans and hotel keepers, 
Grocers, &c. 
Butchers - 
Builders - 
Bakers 

Boot and shoe and dealers 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. - 
Furniture dealers and makers - 
Coal and coke merchants and dealers - 
Drapers, haberdashers, &. - 

Agents, commission and general 
Carpenters and j 
Cabinet-makers and 
Confectioners - 

Tobacconists, &c. - 


Gat ad pig keepers - 


Schoolmasters and. schoolmistresses 
Gardeners, florists, &e. 

Wine and spirit merchants, 

Milliners, dressmakers, &c. - 

Carriage, &c. builders - 

Directors and promoters of pablie an 
Clerks, commercial me general 


Clothiers, outfitters, &c. 
druggists, and chemical manufacturers 


Chemists, 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen, and 


Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c, 
Printers and publishers - 


January 
fi 1897. | 1896. 
No. No. 
324 384 
—— 
24 
bi - 23 
. 21 
14 
Et - 12 
12 
12 
ry 
qi 
Fishmongers, poulterers, &c. - - 
| Provision merchants, &c. 
i General dealers - - 
Engineers and founders, &. - 
La Contractors - - 
Hair-dressers - - - - 
\j Fishing net, smack owners and masters a 
it 


principal trades and occupations— 


Restaurant, coffee, and enting- -house keepers 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c. dealers 
Brokers, stock and share - 
Wheelwrights - 
Cab, coach, and omnibus 
Architects and surveyors - - 
*Hosiers, glovers, &c. - 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 
Jewellers, silversmiths, 


&e. 
seed, hay, and straw merchants and 


- - - 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &e. - - 
Clerks in holy orders’ - 

Timber merchants and wood dealers 


| | ade 


a8 & 


VI.—Export oF Live ANIMALS FROM IRELAND GREAT 
Britain. 


Rerurn of the Numeer of AnimALs exported from InELanp to GREAT 
Britain during the Month ended 31st January 1897, compared 
with the corresponding Month of the Year 1896. 


Animals, 


Mules or Jennets - 
Asses 


Total 154,279 
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1897. | "4896. 
| | 
| 
January 
1897. | 1896. Me 
No. No. 
Sheep - - - - - 18,878 11,016 
Goats - - 10 9 
Horses e - - - - 2,035 1,653 
120,083 
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VIL—Fisuery Staristics.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 

of the Toran Quantity and Vatue of the returred 
as landed on the EnGiisn and Wxtsu Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month of January 1897, and the corresponding 
Month of the previous Year. 


January 1897. 


South West 
| 


QUANTITY. 


Cwts. 
125 
355 


Corre- 
East of the 
Total. 
Owts. |  Cwts. Cwts. || Cuts. 
Total prime fish - 12,687 2,231 917 15,835 |} 48,798 
- 22,889 1,045 7,409 30,823 738 
Haddock - - 179,198 6 3377 || 182,581 | 
4 
| Herrings : 81 10,849 381 11,311 21,284 
sing 3,169 565 3,457 7,191 | 8,895 
Fish, ot 46.703 | 22,182 9256 || 78,081 | 96,972 
Total - - -| 815961 | 51,053 29,899 396,213 || 506,848 
! Shell fish :— No. No. No. No. No. 
Crabs - : - =| 29,870 11,199 718 41,727 88,758 
Lobsters - 38 5,279 520 5,837 12,088 
Oysters =| 2,229,000 601,000 74,000 || 2,904,000 || 7,878,000 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Owts. || Cwts. 
Othershell fish - - -/ 18,157 2,618 4,260 25,035 || 50,807 
| VALUE. 
Turbot 18,716 3,383 1/580 23/679 28,597 
Total prime fish - -| 64128 11,851 8,867 79,846 
Cod - -| 18,685 765 5,429 24,829 84,745 
laddock = - -| 139,429 4 2,036 134,469 127,000 
2,720 364 1,763 4847 6.330 
i Mackerel 2,077 = 2,077 1,145 
Pisce - - -| 52,180 8,595 4,729 65,504 72572 
Sprats 1,307 1,412 2,719 6,368 
41,208 | 12,956 8,205 62,412 62,928 
Total - - - -| 9816193 | 40,508 | 27,687 || || 477,484 
164 374 5 533 889 
Lobsters - 2 261 24 287 639 
7,805 1,340 158 9,308 a7 
a shell fish 3,459 399 1,152 5,510 
2,874 1,389 15,683 19,788 
Total value ot fish landed |~ $27,565 | || |) saves 
—The above figures subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 
Loreal vatuee returned by the local officers at each place. 
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VIIL.—Fisnery 
Statement of the Torat Quantity and Vatue of the returned 
as landed on the Scotcu Coasts during the Month of January’ 
1897, and the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


January 1897. 


and 
Shetland. 


Cwts. 
8,430 
24 
20 
108 
52 
61 
15 
2,381 
12,965 
No. 
600 
Cwts. 
830 
386 


= 
~ 


ES 


2,961 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


Best | West of the 
Total. || previous 
Quaytiry. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cuts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles)- - - 602 2 604 4 
Turbot - - 287 87 314 
Cod - 41,447 6,875 “age 
Eel 685 1,542 44 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill . 1,918 1,414 3,335 11,789 
Herrings - 35,231 4,962 40,213 81,823 
Ling 3,659 5,561 9,323 4,986 
Saith (Coal Fish) 1794 3107 
Skate - 4,012 L741 5814 4,206 
Torsk (Tusk) 145 30 182 
Whiting - 1,352 1,115 2,482 
guished, except shell 1,892 ayes 
Total - -| 1703881 80,174 || 213,520 || 976,599 
Shell fish No. No No. No. 
Crabs - 67,075 3,264 70,339 197,958 
Lobsters - - - 2,413 37,248 40,261 62,552 
Oysters 1,600 32,524 34,124 89,100 
Owts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Mussels 3 15,061 29,980 
Other shell fish ne 845 2,020 3,251 5,022 
VALUE. 
Soles Soles) | 3649 
967 819 
46,245 
Saith Fish - 761 639 7 
Skate (onl - - 1,855 1,858 
Sparling - 267 98 
Sprats - 16 1,739 
Torsk (Tusk) - - | 38 1% 
Total -| 84811 9602 |} 97,118 101,006 
- 18 317 696 
Lobsters 177 45 1,723 1,945 2,059 
7 144 151 188 
Other shell fish te 115 32 438 585 1,040 
Total - 1,759 119 4,839 6,768 
Total value of fish landed 86,570 2,819 12,563 | 101,952 107,788 
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Sratist10s.—IRELAND. 


Statement of the Totat Quantity and Vatve of the returned 
as landed on the InisH Coasts during the Month of January 1897, 
and the corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


North 
Coast. 


Bielg.!! 


Total value of fish landed 


Norg.—The above are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. ‘The values 
are the actual values by the jpcal officers at each place. ; 


44 
248 [Heb.1997. 
{| 
January 1897. 
4 
i East | South | West - 
| | | St | | 
: 
QuanrTIrTyY. 
=: Soles - - - - —_ 4b 10 39 93 68 
i Total prime fish - 85 16 178 133 
34% | 1,601 219 | 3488 || 8,822 5,898 
Haddowk ~- ‘ 251 | 2,664 61 940 3,916 
| Hake 156 39 241 168 
Herrings - ~| 1,096 $76 | 1,513 3,608 863 
Ling 85 358 207 | 44496 3,146 1,698 
14 362 268 || 658 1,560 
Fish 
5,027 6,874 1318 | 11,980 | 25,199 || 7,262 
7 -Shell fish :— ; No. No. } No. No. | No. No. 
Crabs - - - 60 456 516 2,257 
| Other shell fish | 105188 | 1572 || 4089 
| | 
2 
‘Boles - - - - 122 
Total primefish - -| — 267 
Cod - 982 800 
Herrings - - 265 ug 
except shell ish 100 | 488 
Toll - -| 1574 3,727 4 
Shell fish -— 
Total - - 33 124 
1,607 3,851 
1] 
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X.—Corron Returns.—Janvuary 1897. | 


Return of the Numser of Barxs of Corron Imporrep and Exporrep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RerurNep to 
Ports during the Month of January 1897, compared with the 
corresponding Month of the Year 1896. 


Month of January 


1897, 


577,976 


Exports. 


17,899 
500 


3,528 
8,274 
827 


31,028 


292,714 


Forwarpep from Intaxn Towns 
to Ports. 
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|| | 1896. 
Imports, 
No. No. 
Brazilian - 742 10,382 
East Indian - - - 6,850 9,260 
Egyptian 3 49,729 66,683 
llaneous - - - - 5,876 1,514 
Total - - 381,640 
American - - 17,383. 
Brazilian - || 764 
East Indian - 3,951 
Miscellaneous - - - = 3,164 
- | 42,578 
Forwarpbep from Ports to 
Towns. 
American + 239,501 245,566 
Brazilian - - 2,987 7,006 
East Indian . - - - 5,088 2,774 
ptian - 33,698 39,584 
Brazilian - - - - 7 
4 East Indian - - 3 
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XI.—Periopicat Rerurns or Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Countries in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note.—Rouble = 2s.; Franc = 9,5,d.; Milreis= 4s. 6d.; Lira = 
Gulden = Is. 8d.; Drachma = 9,5,d.; Lew = 9,%d.; 
L. Egyptian = 1/. Os. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Inmrorts. 


Value for the Month. 


1896. 1895. 


Roubles 47,455,000 
Frs. = 329,110,000 
| Milreis - 3,097,000 
Lire - 102,971,000 
Gulden 63,881,000 
Drchms. 11,143,000 
Lew - 7,287,000 
L.E. - 753,000 
Dollars- 57,956,000 

4,193,000 
Rupees - 5,88,56,881 | 6,08,28,906 


Il.—Exports. 


Roubles 57,251,000 | 67,737,000 
Frs. = 282,096,000 | 330,884,000 
Milreis - 2,307,000 
Lire 98,706,000 
Gulden - 63,162,000 
Drehms. - 8,884,000 
Lew - 13,537,000 
L, E. - 835,000 
Dollars 117,227,000 

= 7,275,000 
Rupees - 8,24,16,828 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns, 


—The are those of the “ and exports, in, the of 
Bulgaria, the Unftod States, Morico and Bash India, where the figures are “ general.” “ 
means, in the case of le imports for home consumption ; in the case of exports, exports 

aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 


Ha 
| 
a 
| | — 
Name of Country. | yonth, | 
Russia in Europe -|June - 254,560,000 | 287,670,000 
France - -| De. - 3,887,147,000 | 8,719,899,000 
Portugal - Sept. - 30,209,000 | 99,598,000 
Sly 1,059,281,000 | 1,064,204,000 
ae Austria-Hungary -| Dec. - 728,831,000 | 722,473,000 
Greco -| Oct. - 94,827,000 | 86,608,000 
Bulgaria - Sept. 50,818,000 | 49,888,000 
Egypt - -| Aug. - 5,617,000 | 5,084,000 
United States Dec. - 680,556,000 | 807,669,000 
Mexico - - «| Aug. - 31,083,000 22,881,000 
British India*- Nov. - 49,41,50,482 |  45,00,96,854 
Russiain Europe -| June - 302,667,000 | 845,976,000 
3,404,645,000 | 8,373,796,000 
held Portugal - - -/| Sept. - 19,883,000 | 20,048,000 
Italy - Nov, 961,826,000 | 986,247,000 
Austria-Hungary -| Dec, - 785,725,000 | 744,810,000 
Greece -| Oct. - 58,856,000 | 57,874,000 
Best -l - 7,820,000 | 6,868,000 
United States Dec. - 1,008,878,000 | 824,860,000 
Mexico - - -| Ang. - 70,226,000 | 65,987,000 
British India*’ Nov. - 06,64,06,254 70,44.40,788 
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XII.—Foreien Trape or 


Imports into BritisH from Foreign Countrigs. 


Seven Months 
1st April to 31st October. 


1895. 


1.—Animals—living - 
IL—Articles of food and drink— 


III.—Metals and manufactures of— 


Hard and 
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1896. 
R. R. R. R 
Sugar - - 1,8425,108 1,56,78,907 27,468,108 
Other articles |  2,81,21,386 | 2,85,63,286 4,41,900 
Metals - | 3,48,77,155 | $,28,58,676 - 
Machinery and mill-work - | 1,64,19,755 | | 49,89,170 pa 
ment stores) - =| 1,01,46,060 | 1,41,71,975 | 40,258,915 - 
1V.—Chemicals, medicines 
tanning - =| 1,16,70,895 | 1,13,96,259 284,566 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral - 1,96,47,895 1,85,29,765 11,18,130 
Otheroils - 665890 | 37,87808 | 
tured articles. | | 40,20,741 
ufactured and 
VIl.—Articles man 
Cottonyan -| 1,72,45,807 | 2,93,66,205 |  51,20,808 
Cotton piece goods - | ‘12,49,96,009 | 16,33,76,058 | 3,83,90,049 
Other articles - -| 6,80,73,627 | 7,21,60,726 |  40,93,000 
Total of allimports | 38,72,67,948 | 43,52,88,709 | 4,80,20,761 
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XIL—Forrten Trape or Inpta—continued, 


Exports of Inp1an Propuce and Manvracture from Britisu 
Inp14 to Fortign Countrigs. 


“| Inerease. Decrease. 
1895. | 1896. 
R. R. R. R. 
I,—Animals—living - 7,50,092 9,70,802 2,20,710 
IL—Articles of food and drink— 
Rico - - = =| 69410621 5,40,67,678 1,53,42,948 
Wheat - -| |  82,46,435 2,58,84,477 
Tea - - | 4,98,80,275 5,16,91,929 23,11,654 
_ Other articles. - - | 2,46,31,287 2,74,38,708 28,07,4668 - 


IlL—Metals and manufactures of - 5,81,621 8,33,058 2,51,487 


ical medicines 
tanning materials— 


Opium - | 5,82,80,653 |  5,15,04,623 17,26,030 
Indigo -  66,17,627 63,138,255 3,04,872 
Other articles - 91,91,562 83,57,874 8,383,688 
V.—Oils 46,78,051 35,41,919 - 1, 36,182 
Cotton - 6,73,65,772 | 7,19,40,455 45,74,683 - 
Jute - 3,76,54,863 |  4,30,28,654 53,74,291 
Oilseeds =| 6,25,45,414 | 6,18,82,890 11,628,524 
Other articles | 5,16,14,419 | 4,82,68,158 83,46,261 


Cotton yarn - | 8,97,74,179 | 4,90,86,495 93,12,316 
Cotton piece goods - - 89,15,142 83,91,340 - 5,23,802 
Other articles - 7,04,87,421 | 6,82,61,430 22,25,991 


| 

thy q 

q 

ufactured and 

Total ofall exports - | 59,04,50,361 | 55,83,25,008 3,21,83,063 
4 
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XIL.—Foreian Taape or Inpra—continued, 


Imports into British Inpia, from Foreign Countrigs. 


Bight M 
Ist Aprile doth November 


1895, 1896. 


R. R. 
I,—Animals, living 25,62,886 


II.—Articles of food and drink— 
2,00,26,979 


III.—Metals and Manufactures of— 

Hardware and cutlery (in- 

cluding plated-ware) - 

Metals - . 

Machinery and mill-work - 
Railway plant and 


stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) - 


IV.—Chemicals, 
and narcoti and 


258 
R. R. 
198 705,307 4 
1,89,24,306 11,02,673 
Other articles - -| 345,738,200 | 3,85,10,724 10,62,476 
96,2,086 | 1,04,90,905 8,61,869 - 
3,90,07,007 | 3,60,56,575 $411,122 
1,92,81,525 | 2,43,64,746 | 50,89,221 
1,12,36,407 | 1,50,40,545 | —88,04,188 - 
V.—Oils— 
Mineral- - += -| 2,12,00,602 | 2,15,51,770 2,61,148 ~ 
Otheroils - - - -| 806032 | 21,95616 |  18,20,584 - 
VI.— materials and unman 
articles |  — 67,86,265. 
Cottonyarn - -  *| 1,96,77,017 2,45,49,367 » 48,72,350 - 
Cotton piece goods - -| 14,52,59,570 | 18,17,50,096 |. 9,65,00,46 
Otherarticles - + 7,98,06,754 | 8,90,02,492.|  96,95,728 - 
Total of all Imports - | 45,00,96,854 | 49,41,50482 | 440,583,578 
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XII.—Forerien Trape or Inp1a—continued. 


Exports of Inpran Propuce and Manvuracrure from BririsH 
Inpia to Fore1an Countrigs. 


Fight Months, 
1st April to 30th November. 


1896. 


I.—Animals, living - 


I1.—Articles of food and drink— 


VIi—Ra' terials and unmanu- 

factured articlee— 


if 
i 
R. R, R. 
Rice - - - 749,92210 | 5,98,52,661 1,43,69,549 
| Wheat - - | 3,50,76,686 | 82,64,208 ~ 2,68,12,478 
Tea - | 6,01,55,562 | 6,33,76,666 32,21,104 
Other articles -| 2,64,99255 | 2,89,20,206 | 24,291,089 
4 
and manufactures of -| 6,95,096 9,60,479 | 2,65,383 
IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
he and narcotics, ing and 
dyeing 
Opium ba 6,05,08,218 5,70,11,178 34,97,085 
; Indigo - -|  98,40,604 | 82,49,067 15,98,587 
1,02,35,800 |  97,52,667 - 4,83,223 
50,70,545 |  40,92,673 - 9.77872 
| 
Cotton - 7,46,01,872 | 7,60,30,823 14,28,951 - 
Jute - -| 5;74,89,106 | 6,09,01,079 | 34,61,978 - 
, Oilseeds = - - =| 6,74,55,578 | 6,720,958 254,620 
jp 
Other articles « -| 5,76,01,850 | 497,29,158 - 77,72,197 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
Cotton yarn 448,99,791 | 5,49,30,306 |. 1,05,80,515 
Cotton piece goods - | 1,01,91,906 90,40,766 11,51,140 
Other articles - 80788408 | 7,78,01,026 29,86,572 | 
Total of allexports | (67,56,01,768 | 68,72,04,787 3,83,07,081 
3 
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XXII.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 
ANNUAL SERIES. 
Reports of the Annual Series, 1897, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
No. Place. Price. 
1884 | Old Calabar gee - - -| 63d. 
1885 | Tamsui - - - - - - - 1d. 
1836 | Copenhagen - - - : - -| 3d. 
1837 | Salonica - . - ~| kd. 
1888 | Honolulu - 4d. 
1839 | Buenos Ayres - - - 2d. 
1840 | Para - - 1d, 
1841 | Bolivia - - - - - - - 2d. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on subjects of 
and commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
e above-mentioned sources: — 


No. Price. 
412 ium.—Report on the Metallurgical Industries of the 
ince of Lidge during 1895 - ld. 
413 .—Report on the Finances of the German African 
Colonies for 1897~98 - - - 1d. 
414 | Germany.—Report on molasses arid peat fodder - a 1d, 


| 
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XXIIIL—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have.been & 
issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding a 
Street, Fleet Street, :— 

ANNUAL. 
No. Colony. Year. | | No. | Colony. Year. & 

50 | Falkland Islands - - | 1892 119 - «| 1898 

51 | Leeward Islands - 120 us - 

53 | St.Lucia - 123 | Basutoland - = | 1898-94. 

- + » | Ceylon - + » 

| - -| |Sierraleone - - =|. 5 3 

60 | Ceylon - - 130 | British Bechuanaland - ~- | 1893-04 

61 | Natal | 1891-92 : 1892-938 3 

62 toland - 131 | British New Guinea - and 

63 | St. Helena - - 1892 - 1893-94 
- 6 Leone - - 182 | Lagos - «| 1898 

65 |Jamaica - - | BritishGuiana - - | 1898-04 

66 | Trinidad and Tobago - -| 1891 134 | Jamaica - 

67 | Newfoundland - 1385 | Newfoundland - - «=| 1898 

68 | British New Guinea - | 1891-92] | 186 | Gold Coast 

69 | Victoria - 1891 187 | Zululand -| 1894 

70 | Rodrigues 188 | Bermuda - 

71 | Bermuda - - 1992 | Bahamas + = 

72 | Fiji - -| 1891 140 

73 | British Honduras - - - » 141 | Turks and Caicos Islands - 

74 | Turks and Caicos Islands 1890 142 | Malta - 

75 | Gibraltar -| 1892 | Gambia 

76 Leew: Islands. - 144. | Windward 

77 » 145 | Trinidad and 

73 | Trinidadand Tobago - - » 146 | Gibraltar 

79 147 | FalklandIslands «=. -| 

80 - 148 | Kong é 

81 | StraitsSettlements - _» 149 | StraitsSettlements -.. - 

88 | Barbados . 151 | Seychelles 

84 | St. Vincent » 152 | Basutoland - = | 1804-95 

85 | HongKong ~- 153 -| 1805 

86 Lucia - - - » 154 St. Helena » 

g7 | FalkiandIslands - -| 155 lon - 

88 | Gold Coast 156 | Mauritius 

89 toland = | 1892-08 | 157 - 

90 lon - 1892 158 id Coast - 

91 uland - - 159 | British Guiana - - | 1894-95 

92 | Mauritius - 160 | SierraLeone - - =| 189% 

. 98 | Labuan - - 161 | Jamaica | 1894-95 

94 | British Honduras - + wa 162 | British Honduras - - -/|_ 1894 

95 - -  -| 168 | British Bechuanaland | 1894-95 

96 | Sierra Leone 164 | Newfoundland - - -| 1894 

97 | Fiji - 165 | Gambia - - | 1895 

99 | St. Helena 167 | Leew 

100 | British Bechuanaland -  - | 1892-98] 168 British NewGuinea - | 1894-95 
101 ritish Guiana - 169 | Zululand - 1895 
102 | Ne 170 | Sierra 
108 | Jamaica - - |1892-93] 171 | Gibraltar - 
104 | Victoria - - =| 1892 172 
105 | Bermuda - - - | 1898 173 | Barbados - 
106 | Gambia - - 174 | Turks and Caicos Islands -|. » 
107 | Hong Kong - - 175 Falklands Islands = 
St. Vincent - - - 176 | St. Helena - 
| - 41 | Turksand CaicosIslands -/ ,, 179 | Windward Islands - 
112 Islands * 180 | Labuan - 
118 - 181 | Trinidad and Tobago - 
114 ta 182 | Seychelles - 
| 15 | Zoluland - 183 | Mauritius and Rodrigues | 1894-05 
{ 116 | British Honduras ~- 184 | British Honduras -| 1805 
j 117 ‘| Trinidad ” 185 | Lagos 
us ' F ds 186 | Basutoland - + | 1895-96 


He 
— 
| 
i 
| Colony. Subject. 


a 

3 

4 


